IRONY WORKSHEET

Irony:  In general, it is the difference between the way something appears and what is actually true.
What makes lines 5 and 6 ironic in the poem “The Fish”?

VERBAL IRONY:   is irony that is spoken aloud.  (Sarcasm is a form of verbal irony).  We see it all around us every day.

Read the conversation below between a couple that is on the verge of getting a divorce and can’t stand the sight of one another. Their words are filled with VERBAL IRONY.

Wife:  “Hi, it’s so nice to see you.”

Husband:  “Wow, you look good in that dress.   Putting on those extra pounds really fills 
  
      you out in a complimentary manner.”

Wife:  “Well, I just love your hair.  That toupee is smashing.  But I have to admit, your


previous baldness was quite sexy.”

Why could the wife’s first line be considered ironic?

Why could the husband’s response be considered ironic?

Why could the wife’s response be considered ironic?

