Morphology

1 - The following sentences contain both derivational and inflectional affixes. Underline all of the derivational affixes and circle the inflectional affixes.

a) The farmer’s cows escaped.


b) It was raining.

c) Those socks are inexpensive.


d) Jim needs the newer copy.

e) The strongest rower continued.


f) She quickly closed the book.

g) The alphabetization went well.


h) The pitbull has bitten the cyclist.

2 – Determine whether the words in each of the following groups are related to one another by processes of inflection or derivation. 

a) go, goes, going, gone

b) discover, discovery, discoverer, discoverable, discoverability 

c) lovely, lovelier, loveliest

d) inventor, inventor’s, inventors, inventors’ 

e) democracy, democrat, democratic, democratize 

3 - The  words in column 2 have been created from the corresponding words in column 1. Indicate the word formation process responsible for the creation of each item in column 2. 

	Column 1
	Column 2
	Word formation process

	humid 
	humidifier 
	

	Information, entertainment
	Infotainment
	

	Love, seat
	Loveseat
	

	Typographical error
	Typo
	

	Aerobics, marathon
	Aerobathon
	

	Act
	Deactivate
	

	Curve, ball
	Curve ball
	

	Metahmphetamine
	Meth
	

	Random access memory
	RAM
	

	Federal Express
	FedEx
	

	Influenza
	Flu
	

	pretty 
	prettier 
	


4 - Here are five instances where a new word is needed. Create a word for each of these definitions using the word formation process suggested. Fill in the blanks with your new words. 

a) Use an acronym... for your uncle’s second oldest brother. 

“We visited my __________ at Christmas.” 

b) Use onomatopoeia ... for the sound of a dishwasher in operation. 

“I can’t concentrate because my dishwasher is ____________ing.” 

c) Use a compound... for the annoying string of cheese stretching from a slice of hot pizza to one’s mouth.

“As the _________________ hung precariously from my lips, our eyes met!”

d) Use a product name... for the act of scrubbing with Ajax.

“I ________ed the tub after giving Fido a bath.”

d) Use a proper name... for the act of breaking dishes, which Jonathan does regularly.

“He’s going to __________________ all of my best dishes.”

e) Use derivation... for being able to be contacted.

“The counselor is not very ________________”

f) Use a blend... for a hot drink made with chocolate and ginger.

“I’ll have a _______________ and two peanut butter cookies, please.” 

5 - Consider the following data from Turkish.


a) lokanta
“a restaurant”

lokantada
“in/at a restaurant”

b) kapi

“a door”


kapida

“in/at a door”

c) randevu
“an appointment”

randevuda
“in/at an appointment”

d) kitap
“a book”


kitapta

“in/at a book”

e) koltuk
“an armchair”


koltukta
“in/at an armchair”

f) taraf
“a side”


tarafta

“in/at a side”
g) baš

“a head”


bašta

“in/at a head”
A) These data show that the Turkish morpheme meaning “in/at” has more than one allomorph.  What are the allomorphs? Describe their distribution as generally as possible.  

Allomorphs: _______________________________________

Distribution: 
6 - Draw a tree structure for each word.

unaffordable 

misunderstandable 

dehumidifier



nonrefundable 

mismanagement
insincerity 


dysfunctional 


priceless

7 – For each underlined word in each sentence, identify the morphemes and describe them. 

Example: 

Several Americanisms 

4 morphemes: America-an-ism-s

America: free root
-an: bound derivational suffix; e.g., 'Dominican', 'Republican', 'Asian'
-ism: bound derivational suffix; e.g., 'Communism', 'defeatism'
-s: bound inflectional suffix, regular plural; e.g., 'walls', 'things'

1 – An unfortunate error.

2 – exchanging pleasantries 

3 – we have misidentified the victim. 

4 – children’s clothing.

5 – They’re previewing the slides.

6 – her two ex-husbands. 

7 – Which scenarios is unlikelier? 

8 – He unmasks me every time!

9 – the safest location

10 – the inspector’s parking place

11 – They are all reactionaries. 

12 – The play delighted us. 

An unfortunate error
3: un-fortun-ate
fortune : root; free morpheme
un-: bound derivational prefix; e.g., 'unfair', 'unpredictable'
-ate: bound derivational suffix; e.g., 'passionate', 'literate'

exchanging pleasantries
4: pleas-ant-ry-s
please: root, free
-ant: bound derivational suffix; e.g., 'irritant', 'pollutant'
-ry: bound derivational suffix; e.g., 'dentistry', 'peasantry', 'ribaldry'
-s: bound inflectional suffix, regular plural; e.g., 'walls', 'things'

3. we have misidentified the victim
4: mis-ident-ifi-ed
mis: -s: bound derivational prefix; e.g., 'miscalculate', 'misunderstand'
ident-: bound root; cf. 'identity', 'identical'
-ify: bound derivational suffix; e.g., 'solidify', 'personify'
-ed: bound inflectional suffix; past tense; e.g., 'tried', 'stated'
4. children's clothing
2: child-ren
child: free root
-ren: bound inflectional suffix; irregular plural; used only in this word
5. They're previewing the slides.
3: pre-view-ing
pre-: bound derivational prefix; e.g., 'prefix', 'predetermine', 'prejudge'
view: free root
-ing: bound inflectional suffix; present participle of verb; e.g., 'thinking', 'discussing'
6. her two ex-husbands
3: ex-husband-s
ex-: bound derivational prefix; e.g., 'ex-wife', 'ex-president'
husband: free root
-s: bound inflectional suffix, regular plural; e.g., 'walls', 'things'
7. Which scenarios is unlikelier?
3: un-likely-er
un-: bound derivational prefix; e.g., 'unkind', 'unhappily'
likely: free root meaning 'probable'**
-er: bound inflectional suffix; comparative of adjective; e.g., 'simpler', 'tastier'
8. He unmasks me every time!
4: un-mask-s
bound derivational prefix; e.g., 'untie', 'unlock', 'undo'
mask: free root
-s: bound inflectional suffix; present tense of verb; cf. 'eats', 'thinks'
9. the safest location
2: safe-est
safe: free root
-est: bound inflectional suffix; superlative of adjective; cf. 'likeliest', 'easiest'
10. the inspector's parking place
4: in-spect-or-'s
in-: bound derivational prefix; e.g., 'incise', 'incline', 'influence'
spect-: bound root, cf. 'spectator', 'circumspect'
-or: bound derivational suffix; e.g., 'advisor', 'counsellor', 'actor'
-'s: bound inflectional suffix; possessive of noun, cf. 'doctor's', 'person's'
11. They are all reactionaries.
5: re-act-ion-ary-s
re-: bound derivational prefix; e.g., 'rebound', 'respond', 'retort'
act: free root
-ion: bound derivational suffix; e.g., 'division', 'inflation', 'coercion'
-s: -s: bound inflectional suffix, regular plural; e.g., 'walls', 'things'
12. The play delighted us.
2: delight-ed
delight: free root
-ed: -s: bound inflectional suffix, regular past tense suffix; e.g., 'puzzled', 'treated'

(Note: Neither 'de-' nor 'light' carries in this word the meanings they have elsewhere; 'delight' doesn't mean 'take light away from'.)
