



CHOMSKY


AND HIS FOLLOWERS





What is language?


( Language is based on isolated and invented sentences


( language is intuitive


( language is form; meaning is not relevant. 





What does it mean to know a language?





( Sound System (phonetics, phonology); rules (syntax); lexicon, semantics (a little bit) 





What is grammar?


( intuitive rules that native speakers have


( descriptive grammar (what speakers unconsciously know about language) 





What is the main goal?


( find out what is universal (principles that all languages  share)


( understand how the brain works





What is the unit of study?


( isolated sentences (ignores sociocultural contexts; ignores language variation)





Other principles?





( Language is creative








What is the methodology?


( “survey” native speakers – to get their opinions and intuitions about what is acceptable or not in the language





Focus on competence or performance?


Focus on competence ONLY  ( because performance is too chaotic and can’t be compared across languages. 








