LHS Dec 13

Mrs Klar, year advisors, distinguished guests, teachers, parents but most of all students. 

It is a great honour and a true pleasure to be your guest speaker and to be present as you are awarded prizes to recognise your achievements in various areas of your schooling- academic, sporting, creative and community

This year, like some of you, I attended the Kids in the Community and our Australia Day awards and delighted in seeing so many of our young people recognised.  I love seeing the junior sports pages and the School Newspaper competition in the Northern star (and the formal photos) because too often, the publicity young people receive and older people remember are the negative stories. For those of us involved with you, we want to see the positive things you do out there too.

Today, let me tell you some facts about young people in Lismore:

· In NSW- Youth means 12-24 year olds

· 12-24 year olds make up 19.9% of the population (children 0-12 16.5%, no other group is as big!)

· There are 8,314 of you

· 15-19 year olds make up 8.2% of Lismore’s population well above the state average of 6.8%

· Lismore has a higher % of young people than any other area of the NR- even Byron! 

One of the reasons for the high percentages is because we have SCU right next door.

These 2001 census figures are included in Lismore City Council’s recently released Social and Community Plan. Each Council in NSW must have one of these plans to describe its local community, summarise the important issues impacting on various groups and to propose things that Council can do to address these issues. 

There are 8 groups whose views and needs are considered in the plan. Young People aged 12-24 make up one of the groups.

In the Plan, you will find the 6 priority issues identified across all of the 8 groups:

· lack of affordable housing

· poor public transport 

· crime and violence

· unemployment

· social exclusion and

· provision of information and resources

While all of these, particularly the lack of public transport, impact on Young People, you have also identified other issues including the lack of a designated Youth Centre in Lismore.

Well, Council is listening. We understand and want to help. Some of you met recently at the Youth Forum held in the old LHS building down town and you may know that we are planning for a Youth Space both down town and in Goonellabah at the Recreation and Leisure Centre.

Why is Council doing this? We value you. You are our city’s future.

We love Lismore. We want you to love it too.

Like your parents, who will weep if and when you go (before they kick up their heels and change the locks!), we want you to stay in Lismore but understand that many of you will leave to work or study elsewhere. 

I have a plan- What I would like you to do is come back to Lismore. 

Something isn’t quite right in our population figures. While young people are the biggest group and well above the NSW average, the percentage of people aged 25-40 who live in Lismore is below the state average. It seems that while lots of young people stay to study and work in Lismore, in their 20’s, they leave to live and work elsewhere. Now I know 25 seems years off  (and old) to you but parents and teachers in the audience know you will be there before you know it.

Something else seems to happen around 40 years of age- the percentage goes up again! People come back! In the age range 40-55, Lismore is again above the state average. 

This is of personal interest to me because I was 40 when we moved here with our 2 kids then aged 10 and 7. It was the best move we ever made. 

On Saturday I met a young woman (late 20s) who went to school in Lismore, studied in Sydney to become a physiotherapist and has been working in Newcastle - she has just married a Brisbane-ite and they are now living in Modanville- she has a position with the local Health Service and her husband, a mechanic picked up a job locally straight way too.

Now I don’t want to stop you from spreading your wings but I do want you to keep something in the back of your minds for 10-20 years down the track:

When you have grown sick of the bright lights of Sydney, Brisbane or even New York and London, think about coming home to Lismore. This is a great place for lifestyle and community. Bring your skills, partners and passion for life and help make Lismore an even more wonderful place to live.

Before that time comes, I’d also like to encourage you all to get involved in your community – either here in your school or in the wider community through a group whose interests match your own.

Some of you might even like to consider getting involved with Council. We would really benefit from your input- who knows you might even like to stand at the 2008 election. If this sparks your interest- see me afterwards for more information!

Wherever you are in 2005, be proud

· of your achievements

· of your school  

· of being a product of a public education – the best education money can’t buy

· and of your great city.

We are all very proud of you and congratulate you all on your success

Enjoy the rest this presentation, students don’t forget to thank your hard working teachers and very parents, have a joy-filled Christmas, enjoy a well-earned holiday with family and friends and I hope every one of you has a wonderful 2005.

Thank you

