they do not believe in the Trinity. As 2 resuly !

mainsicam Christizes abhor them, and the National
Council of Churches has refused their adminance. In
Uritarianism, the hope is kept alive that Christians will
someday rewrn to the preachings of Jesus: ™. Thou
shair worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shal thou
serve.” (Luke 4:3)

Islam and the Matter of the Trinity

While Christianity may have a problem defining 1he
es=ence of God, such is not the case in Islam.

"They da blaspheme who say: Allah js one of three in
& Trinity, for there is no god except Ooe God™ {Quran
5:73). 1 is worth noting thal the Arabic language Bible
uscs the name “Allah"” as the pame of God

Suzanne Haneel, in her book Whar Evervane Should
Know About fslam and Muslims (Library of [slam,
1985), puls the matier quite succinctly when she says
“But God is not like 2 pic or an apple which can be
divided into threc thirds which form one whele; if God
i three porsons or passesses three pars, He is assuredly
nat the Single, Unigue, Indivisible Being which Ged is
and which Chiistianity professes 1o believe in"  (pp.
183-184)

Looking at i from aneogher angle, the Trimiry
designales God as being three separate entities -- the
Faher, the Son and the Hely Spirt If God is the Father
and also the Son, He would then be rhe Father of

Hirnzelf because He is His own Son. This is oot exactly

logical.

Christianity claims 1o be & monotheistic religion.
Monotheism, however, has as is Mmdamencal beliel that
God is One; the Christiag doctrine of the Trinity -- God
being Three-in-One-- is seen by Islam as @ [oom of

polythejsni. Christians don't revere jusi One God, they -

mvere thras.
This is a charpe not taken lightly by Christians,

however. They, In tum, accuse the Muslims of nol even -

knowing what the Trinily is, poititing out that the Qur'an
sets it up as Allah the Father, Jesus the Son, and Mary
s mother. While veneraijon of Mary has been a
fgment of the Cathwlic Chorch since 43 when she was
given the title “Mether of God” by the Council of
Ephcsus, a closer examination of the verses in the
Qur’an most often cited by Christians in support of their
sccuzenon, shows that the designation of Mary by the
Qur'zn as & "member” of the Trinity, is simply aot true.

While the Qur'an does condecmn both trinitadaniso
{the Chur’an 4:171; 5:73) and the worship of Jesus and
bis mother Mary (the Qurtan 5:118), nowhers doss il
idertify the actual three components of the Christian
Trinily. The position of the Qur'an is tha WHO o
WHAT comyprises this doctrine is not important; what is
important is that the very notion of a Trinity is aa
affromi against the conecept of One God.

In conclusion, we see thal the docirine of the Trinity
is 2 concept conceived enlicly by man: there is no
sanction whalgoever from God 1o be found regandng the
matter simply becanse the whole idea of & Trnity of
divine beings has no place in monothelsm.  In the
Qur'an, God's Final Revelation 1o makind, we find His
stand quite clearly stated In 2 number of cloguent
pESFAECS,

"o your God is One (God: whoever expects o meel
his Lord, let him work rightsousntss, and, in the worship
of his Lord, admit no one as panmer” (the Qurian
18:1i0

" Lake not, with God, ancther abject of worship, lest
you should be thrown ino Hell, barneworhy and
rejecled.” {the Qur'an 17:39)

— because, as God iells us over and over again in a
Meszage that is echoed rhroughout ALL His Revealed
Scriprures,

"... Tam your Lord and Cherisher; therefare, serve Mo
{and no gther) ..." (the Qur'ay 21:92)

Aisha Brown
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WHOQ INVENTED THE TRINITY ?

The dmee monotheistic relipions— Judaism,
Cimistianity, and lslam-- all puopont to share me
furndamental concept: belief in God as the Supreme
Being, the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe
Known as "lawhid” in Islam, this concept of the Oneness
of God was stressed by Moscs ip a Biblical passage
known as the "Shema”, or the Jewish creed of [aith:
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lomdl”
{Deuteronomy G6:4) .

It was repeated word-for-word approximalely 1500
years later by Jesus when he said “..The Grst of all the
commandreenis is, Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is
otie Lord.” (Mark 12:29)

Muhammad came along approximatcly 00 ycars later,
bringing the same message again: "And your God is
Cme Geod: there is no God bt He, ..." {The Qurlan
2:163).

Christianity has digressed from the concep of the
Cheness of God, however, nlo a vague and mysterions
docrrine thal was formulated during the fourth cenury.
This decirine, which confinues 1 be a source of
controversy both wiihin and withent the Cliristan
religion, is known as the Doctrine of the Triniy. Simply
e, the Christian doctrine of the Trinity states that Cod
iz the unicm of three divine persons— the Father, the Son
and the Heoly Spirit-- in ope divine being,

IF that concept, pul in basic tepmns, sounds confusing,
the flowery language in the aciua] text of the doctrins
lends even mare myslery 1o the mater:

".owe worship one God in Trinity, and Trivity in
Unity...for there is one Persom of the Father, another of
the Sen, another of the Holy Ghost i 2li one...they are
not three gods, bug one God.. the whele three persons are
co-giemnal and co-equal...he therefore thar will be saved
must thus think of the Trinity..." {excerp= from the
Alhanasian Creed).

Let's put this together in a different form: one
persan, God the Father.+ one person, God e Son, +
en  person, God the Holy Ghost = one person, God the
What? [s this English or is this gibberish?

It i5 said that Alhanasius, the bishop whe formulated
this docirine, confessed thar the more he wrete on the
matier, the less capable he was of clcarly expresging his
thoughts regarding it

How did such 2 confusing docums gel its giart?

Trinlty in the Bible

References in the Bible to & Trinity of divine beings
arc vague, at best

In Matthew 28:1%, we Iind Jesus elling his disciples
i3 g0 oul and preach 1o all nations. While this "“Great
Cornmission” dees make mention of the three perzons
who later become components of the Trinily, the phrase
*...bephzing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Sen, end of the Holy Ghost” is quite clearly an addition
to Biblical 1evi--thal 15, not the actal words of Jesus--
a5 can be seen by two [aciors:

13 baplizm in the early Church, as discussed by Paul
in his letters, was done only in the name of Jesus; and

2 the "Greal Commission” was found in Lhe [irst
gaspel written, that of Mark, bears no mention of Father,
Son andfer Holy Ghosni--ses Mark 16:15.

The only other reference in the Bible 1o & Tonity can
be lound in the Epistie of [ John 5:7. Biblical scholers
of today, however, have admiuad thar the phrase *..
thers ars thros thal bear weord in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are ope” is
delmitcly a "later additien™ to Biblical text, and it js nat
found in any of today’s versiony of the Bibic.

Tt can, thersfors, be yeen tha the concepl of a Trinity
of divine heings was oot en idea put fonh by Jesus or
any other prophet of God.  This docirine, nmow
subscribed to by Christians ail aver (he world, is enrtircly
man-made in origin.

The Doctrine Takes Shape

While Paul of Tarsus, the man who could rightfully be
considered the e foander of Christanity, did formulate
meny of i1z docirines, that of the Trinity was ol ameng
them. He did, however, lay the groundwork for such
when ke put forth the idea of Jesus being a “divine Son”.
After all, a Soo docs necd a Father, and what abow a
vehicle for God’s revelations 1o man? In essence, Panl
narned Lhe principal players, bot it was the later Church
people who pul the malter together.

Terulljan, a Jawyer and presbyter of the whird-century
Church in Carthage, was the first to use the word
"Trinity” when he put forth the theory thal the Son and
the Spirit participaie in the being of God, but ail are of
one being of substance with the Father.

A Formal Doctrine Is Drawn Up

When controversy over the matter of the Trinity blew
up In 318 betweon 1wo chish men from Alexmedria—
Arius, the deacon, and Alexander, his bishop-- Emperor
Constantine stepped nta the fray.

Althengh Cheistian dogma was 2 complele miystery (o
him, he did realize that & unifted church wes neccssary
for a stropg Mnpdom. ‘When negotiaion failed ro settle
the dispule, Constantine called for the firsl ecumenical
council in Church history in order 1o settfe the mater
once and for el

Six weeks after the 300 bishops first gathered at Nicea
in 325, the doctrine of the Trinily was hammered cut.
The God of the Chrisiians was now seen as having three
esscnces, or malures, in the form of the Father, the Son,
and the Haly Spirin

The Church Puts Its Foot Down

The matrer was far from seiied, however, despite high
hopes for such om 1the part of Constantine. Arus and the
new bishop of Alexsndria, 2 man named Athanasivs,
began arpuing over the matter even as the Nicene Creed
was heing signed; "Arianism” became 4 cateh-wend from
that time onward for anyone who didn’t hold o he
doctrine of the Trinity.

[t wazsn't unti] 457§, ai the Council of Chalcedon that,
with the approval of the Fope, the Nicens/
Constantinople Creed was set as awthoritative. Debata
on the matler was no longer iolerated; ko speak out
against the Trnity was now considered hlasphemy. and
such eamned stiff senlences that ranged From matilation
to death. Christians now mmed on Christians, maiming
and slaughtering thousands becausc of a differepce of
OPEHOn.

Debate Continues

Brutal ponisheents and even death did not stop the
conmroversy over the doctring of the Trnity, however,
and e said controversy sonfinoes even today,

The majority of Christians, when asked 10 explain this
‘Tundamentsl doctrine of their faith, can offer pothing
wicre: than "I beliove il because [ was old to do se." It
is cxplaincd away as "mystery™ -- yet the Bible says in
1 Corinthians 14:33 that "... God iz not the suthor of
confusion ..."

" The Unitarian denomination of Christianity has kept
alive the teachings of Arins in saying thar God i= onc;




