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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimi-
nation in all its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or
because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from
any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alterna-
tive means for communication of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint
of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Cost-share Available

Lincoln County Conservation District has a limited amount of Water
Resources cost-share funds available. These funds can be used for ter-
races, terrace reconstruction, pit ponds, grassed waterways, grassed water-
way restoration, pasture and hayland planting, range seeding, and other
conservation practices.

A few qualifying guidelines to receive cost-share funds follow.:

Livestock watering facilities, such as a pond, spring development,
or livestock well:

1. Pasture has to have a permanent fence,

2. Serve at least 40 acres

3. Be the best available source of additional water supply
to promote grazing distribution

Terraces must be at least 20 years old and less that 0.6 feet high to
qualify for cost-share funds.

All applications received will be ranked using an evaluation worksheet
approved by the State Conservation Commission (SCC). If you have any
projects that you may want cost-share on, contact NRCS or the Conserva-
tion District to determine whether the project meets the eligibility require-
ments.

Funding for this newslet-
ter is provided by the State
Conservation Commission
through appropriation
from the Kansas Water
Fund.

Vonada is District Aide

2008 Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Funding Cutoff Announced

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced Friday, November 2, 2007,
as the cutoff date for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) applications to be
considered for Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 funding.

When farmers or ranchers apply for 2008 EQIP funding, they will be required to fill out a Kan-
sas EQIP Self-Assessment Worksheet. These worksheets provide information to the producer
about the program and assist NRCS in obtaining information for ranking the application.

EQIP is available to help address the unique circumstances and concerns of limited resource and
beginning farmers and ranchers, who have natural resource concerns that need to be addressed
on their land. In Kansas limited resource and beginning farmers and ranchers may receive a
higher payment rate through EQIP for structural and vegetative practices.

Agricultural producers interested in participating in EQIP can apply at any time at their local
NRCS office. The Lincoln County office is located at 112 East Court, Lincoln, Kansas or you
can call the office at 785-524-4482, extension 3. Additional information about 2008 EQIP is
available on the Web site at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/2008. This will include in-
formation about 2008 EQIP—Kansas EQIP fact sheet; the Kansas EQIP Self-Assessment
Worksheets; an application form; a list of eligible practices and payment rates; and specifics on
Kansas’s ranking process, including criteria used to evaluate applications.

Only those applications received PRIOR to close of business November 2, 2007 will be consid-
ered for Fiscal Year 2008 funding.

Jenna Vonada joined the conservation team for the summer as a District
Aide for Lincoln County Conservation District. Jenna is the daughter of Damon
and Janet Vonada. Jenna has grown up on the family farm north of Sylvan Grove
and will be a senior at Sylvan Unified High School. In school, Jenna is actively
involved in FCA, NHS, KAYs, GCTL, volleyball, basketball, softball, choir, and
band. She also is involved in 4-H and enjoys showing her cattle at the Lincoln
County Fair. After graduating from high school, Jenna plans to attend Fort Hays

State University and major in secondary education as a math or science teacher.

Board Meetings begin at 8:00 p.m. during the sum-
mer and 7:30 p.m. during winter. Meetings are held
at the USDA Service Center,
112 E. Court Street, Lincoln.

Open to Public!

UPCOMING EVENTS
October 8—Office Closed

October 10 - 4th Grade Field Day with Lincoln and Sylvan
Grove students

<
%_/ /
& v October (Tentative) - Abandoned well plugging demonstration

October—Nominations for Bankers Award Winners accepted
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2007 Bankers Award Nominations

The Conservation Awards Program will again be held in Lincoln County according

to Scott Chapman, Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Agent, for the Post Award Categories

Rock District who has been asked to serve as chairman of a committee to select can- .
1. Windbreak

didates for awards.

2. Soil Conservation
3. Wildlife Habitat
**Plus 3 NEW categories**

"This program is sponsored annually by the Kansas Bankers Association (IKBA).
This year the KBA and K-State Research and Extension are proud to announce

three new award categories for Energy Conservation, Water Quality, and Water Con-
servation. This is in addition to the three existing categoties for Soil Conservation, 4. Energy Conservation
Windbreaks, and Wildlife Habitat.” The Wildlife Habitat award is co-sponsored and [ 5 \Water Quality

i h £ Wildlif ks. .
determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 6. Water Conservation

The purpose of this awards program is to stimulate a greater interest in the conserva-
tion of the agricultural and natural resources of Kansas by giving recognition to " "
, . . Nominations due
those farmers and landowners who have made outstanding progress in practicing
conservation on their farms. Nominations can be made my any person in the county. November 1, 2007
To obtain nomination forms, call or stop by the Lincoln Office of Post Rock Exten-
sion or the Lincoln County Conservation District office. Forms should be returned to either office by November 1. A com-
mittee of conservation professionals will then meet to determine award recipients, with awards presented at the Lincoln

County Conservation District Annual meeting to be held eatly next year.
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Septic Tank Maintenance

Excetpt from Septic Tank Maintenance Can Prevent Premature Failure by Mary Lou Peter-Blecha, K-State Extension and Research

D i d Yo u Kn OW? The District Update is available through

e-mail. Just contact Patti @ (785) 524-4482

e 1 inch of rain over one acre of land equals 27,152 gallons. . CL .
q & ot e-mail patricia.winters@ks.nacdnet.net with

e It takes 150 gallons of water to grow enough wheat for one loaf
of bread.
e A steadily dripping faucet can waste 2000 gallons of water a year.

the word newsletter in the subject line.
It’s that simple!!

NPS Cost-share Funds Still Available

Limited Cost-share funds are available through the Conservation District for plugging abandoned wells and replacing illegal
or failed septic systems.

In order for cost-share assistance on replacing septic systems, the current system must be deemed illegal or failed by the Lin-
coln County Sanitarian. Cost-share is not allowed for septic systems on new housing. One or more of the following criteria
needs to be met, in order to be eligible for cost-share.

1) The system needs to be located within 500 feet from an intermittent or perennial stream
2) Located within a two mile radius of a public water supply well
3) Located within 50 feet of groundwater
4) House is supplied by a well AND
A. Current system is a rathole, cesspool or seepage pit

B. Current system is within 100 feet of well

C. Current system is up gradient of well and within 400 feet of well
D. Well water has tested positive for fecal coliform bacteria or elevated nitrate levels.

Currently, cost-share is provided for replacement of septic systems at 70% of the county average cost or actual cost, which-
ever is less, up to a maximum of $2,000.00 per landowner per year.

Regular septic tank pumping can help keep the entire system operating for a longer time. The alternative could be slow-
running drains, sewage backup in the home, wet, smelly areas in the yard, and the expense of replacing a system. Some own-
ers speak with pride about how long they avoided pumping their tanks, usually the length of time that it took for the septic
system to fail, instead of focusing on maintenance to keep the system working as long as possible.

Septic systems, which include a tank and a soil absorption field (laterals), are typically installed when there is no access to mu-
nicipal sewage systems. The tank should remove, store, and decompose as much of the solid part of a home’s or business’
wastewater as possible before the clear effluent (still sewage) goes to the absorption field for final treatment and dispersal.

The state minimum standard is a 1,000-gallon septic tank for a three-bedroom house and at least a 1,250-gallon tank for a
four-bedroom house. If a garbage disposal is used, a larger tank should be used.

How often the tank needs pumping depends on how large it is, and how many people are using it as well as what is put down
the drain. Every three to five years is a typical pump interval.

There are guidelines, however. If six people live in a house with a 1,000-gallon tank, it should be pumped about every 1.5
years. But if six people live in a house with a 2,000-gallon tank, it should be pumped every 3.7 years.

Propetly-sized tanks have enough space for sludge to accumulate for several years, but pumping them at regular intervals
helps prevent premature failure of the soil absorption field.

He gave these tips for maintaining and prolonging the use of a septic system:

* Do not use additives. Many claim to make the system operate better or eliminate the need for pumping, but in fact, they
may remove some of the material in the septic tank and force it into the absorption field, which works against the purpose of
the system. Also, some chemical additives are toxic and can harm the environment.

* Garbage disposals do not really dispose of solids. While they do grind them up so they go down the drain easier, these sol-
ids accumulate in the septic tank and will speed up the frequency with which tank pumping is necessary.

* Avoid putting certain items down the drain including fats, oils, grease, eggshells, coffee grounds, facial tissues and cigarette
butts. They do not decompose in the septic tank and take up valuable sludge storage capacity.

* Liquid laundry detergents are preferable to powdered forms.

* An effluent filter improves the septic tank’s efficiency of solids removal. It is a screened device in the outlet of the tank that
protects the soil absorption field from solids carryover.

* Plant trees at least 25 feet away from the absorption field and remove any that are closer. Tree roots can damage the septic
system.

One last recommendation is to use water conservatively and reduce the amount of surface water entering the absorption field
as much as possible by diverting runoff from impervious surfaces away from the absorption field. A good stand of cool sea-
son grass over the absorption field helps with moisture evaporation.

For more detailed information on septic system installation and maintenance, publications are available at K-State Research
and Extension county and district Extension offices throughout Kansas and on the Web site:
http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/library/. Enter MF947 before pressing “Go.”
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¢ The Lincoln County Conservation District provides programs and services to anyone regardless of race, age, sex, :

¢ national origin, ancestry, religion, physical or mental handicap. .
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