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A Different View








Lina Inverse was not, by any means, having a good day. First, her breakfast was overcooked, and that sent her into a fury. Next, Gourry was behaving like an idiot more than usual. Lastly, it was that time of the month. How much worse could it get?





Lina and Gourry made camp in a forest that night, even though they knew that they were being followed by many bandits. Lina missed the company of Zelgadis and Amelia because they could fend off any bandits, and especially with that time of the month around, she missed them even more.





"So, Gourry," Lina started, "what kind of plans do you have in mind for the future?"





Gourry shrugged. "I never really thought about it, but I guess I would like to get married one day."





Lina blushed slightly. "Oh, and is there anyone in mind?"





"Actually, I'm kind of torn between two women," he said, truthfully, looking into the fire before him.





"Who are they?" Lina asked.





"Well, one of them is Sylphiel and the other one is someone you don't know," he said.





Lina's heart sank some when he said that. 'Of course he'd be in love with Sylphiel! Why would he want a scrawny kid like me?'





"So, who do you think you'd go for?" Lina asked.





"Now, even though I really like Sylphiel, I guess that she's just not the woman for me," he said.





"Why's that? Sylphiel's got many great qualities!" Lina exclaimed in defense for her friend.





"I know that, Lina, but I would just get bored with her easily. I need a challenge and that's where the other girl comes in," he said with a slight smile on his face.





"Is she pretty?" Lina asked.





Gourry nodded. "Hai, she's very pretty. I used to not think so, however."





Lina looked at him curiously. "What made you change your mind?"





"I just got to know her better and the better I knew her, the more she grew on me," he explained.





"Where have you been hiding that brain of yours?" Lina chuckled.





"Believe me, I'm not as dense as you think I am. I just choose not to listen to information that I don't really need to survive in this world," he told her.





"Well, that explains that. Anyway, what do you think of the Amelia and Zelgadis situation?" Lina asked with a sly grin on her face.





"I think that Zelgadis is much more dense than I am and that he should go to Amelia as soon as possible," he said.





"Do you think he loves her?" Lina asked.





"More than likely, but he's too shy to admit it," said Gourry.





"Or he's afraid of loving her with the form that he's in. Amelia even told him that she thought that he looked cool. He's not bad looking, so I don't see why he's always complaining! All I ever saw was women swoon over him, not become disgusted by him!" Lina said furiously.





"I say the next time we see him, we ask him if he's visited Amelia in Seyruun and if he turns red, then we'll know that he has," said Gourry.





"But what if he hasn't?" Lina asked mischievously.





"Then we kick his stone butt all the way there, or you can use a fireball. Your choice. By the way, how come you've never hurt Zelgadis with magic like you've done with everyone else?" Gourry asked with curiosity.





Lina sighed. "Promise not to laugh?"





"Sure," Gourry said.





"During the first year that we knew Zelgadis, I had a very large crush on him, and even now, at times, I still feel a little weak in the knees around him, but not as much as I used to. That, plus, I needed someone to talk to who would actually listen to me. You see?" Lina asked.





"For the most part, but why didn't you tell him anything?" Gourry asked.





"Because I didn't want to embarrass myself, that's why," Lina said, her face slightly crimson.





"And still, you let him and Amelia form the bond that they have? Why would you do that?" Gourry asked, now confused.





"Because he and Amelia make a better pair, along with the fact that I was falling in love with someone," Lina said, now blushing bright red.





"Oh, with who?" Gourry asked with an interested look on his face.





"Does it really matter?" Lina asked as she turned away from him.





"You wouldn't have brought it up, if it didn't," Gourry pointed out to her.





"All right, but only if you tell me who your mystery woman is. Besides, you don't know if I know her or not, so let's get this over with," Lina said, turning back to him with a vengeful grin.





"Hey! That's not fair!" Gourry protested.





"Who ever said it was going to be fair. Now, fess up!" Lina commanded.





"No! You go first! Besides, I asked you first!" Gourry told her in defense.





"Yeah, well, you brought it up!" Lina countered.





"You asked me about it! You brought it up first!" Gourry retorted.





"Damn!" she swore in defeat.





Gourry grinned at her. "Now, you have to fess up first!"





"I have an idea, Gourry. Why don't we both do it at the same time?" Lina asked hopefully.





"At the same time? We won't even hear the names if we say them at the same time!" Gourry exclaimed.





"That's precisely the point! We won't be embarrassed afterwards if we don't know what the other person said! So, how about it?" Lina asked.





"Well, okay," Gourry said in defeat.





"All right, on the count of three…one…two…three…" Lina said.





They both then shouted out the same word at the same time, "You!"





Knowing that they both heard the word, Gourry backed away from Lina and Lina just turned red in the face. She didn't like the idea that he knew about who she fancied, especially if it was him!





"So…" Gourry started.





"Yeah," Lina replied weakly.





Neither of them knew what to do at that point, so they just sat there in silence. Suddenly Lina got up and mumbled something about going to bed. She walked away from the fire and to her tent. Gourry just sighed and wished that he wasn't so awkward with women.





In Lina's tent, Lina was all in giddy inside, but she was also a little upset. 'Why didn't the baka kiss me or even hug me? Did he expect me to do it? No way am I going to make the first move! If he wants me, then he's going to have to catch me.'





Gourry just sat outside, keeping guard on Lina's tent, when he heard something rustle through the bushes around them. He stood up quickly and was about ready to draw his sword, until he saw who it was. He let out a sigh of relief and said, "It's been a long time, Zel."





Zelgadis Greywers smiled at his old travelling companion and replied, "Yes, it has been. How have you and Lina been getting along?"





"Okay, I guess. Tonight was rather strange for the both of us, however," he said.





"How so?" Zelgadis asked.





"Well, we both told each other that we had feelings for each other," Gourry explained.





Zelgadis felt a slight pang at his heart, but it quickly dissipated. He was over Lina, but there were times that he still felt something for her. He then asked, "What finally broke the ice?"





"You knew?" Gourry asked in surprise.





Zelgadis rolled his eyes. "Everyone knew, Gourry, especially Amelia."





"Well, I guess it was just a series of things. I really can't explain it," Gourry said, while scratching the back of his neck.





"I see," Zelgadis said with a slight nod.





"So, how's Amelia?" Gourry asked, changing the subject. 





"Since when have you been interested in her welfare?" Zelgadis asked.





"Just curious. I thought you might have visited her," said Gourry.





"No, I have not," Zelgadis replied.





"Well, why haven't you? She's nuts about you, you know!" Gourry told him.





"I know she is," Zelgadis said.





"Well, how do you feel about her?" he asked, bluntly.





Zelgadis blushed. "Well…I may sort of, kind of, like her."





"Then why don't you go to her? She doesn't mind what you look like! Lina was mentioning that earlier," Gourry told him.





"Do you think her father would object to a chimera being in love with his daughter?" Zelgadis asked, but as soon as he did, he clamped his mouth shut and turned red.





"So, you don't just like her, ne Zel?" Gourry teased.





Zelgadis scowled at him. "Oh, shut up!"





"Come on, it's okay! We all know that she feels the same way and she's grown up quite a bit since you've last seen her," Gourry said.





"I thought that you and Lina hadn't seen her," Zelgadis said with curiosity.





"We actually saw her once, but we didn't speak to her. She was in Seyruun making a speech to her people and believe me, she's turned into a very beautiful and intelligent young woman," said Gourry.





"Okay, but what about her father?" Zelgadis asked.





"Oh, that? Phil likes you! Why would he care if you love his daughter?" Gourry asked with a raised eyebrow.





"So you and Lina really think that I should go and see Amelia and tell her how I feel?" Zelgadis asked for confirmation.





"Yup!" Gourry said brightly.





Zelgadis sighed. "I'll do it tomorrow. If you don't mind, I'd like to stay here for the night."





"What I would like to know is why you fell in love with Amelia," said Gourry.





Zelgadis had a thoughtful look on his face and said, "I guess she just gave me a different view of life. She has always been so optimistic about everything. Her belief in justice and her child like innocence made me see the world beyond my cynicism. Actually, if it weren't for Lina, I wouldn't have been able to fall in love with Amelia."





Gourry looked at him confused. "What do you mean?"





"Well, a few days after Lina and I had met, we were running away from Rezo, but she didn't know that at the time. Anyway, I guess you were looking for her during the time that all this was happening," said Zelgadis.





"Was this the time before the three of us all fought that Shabrani-what's his name?" Gourry asked.





"Precisely and his name is Shabranigdo," said Zelgadis. "Anyway, Lina was giving me a pat on the back and felt how much it hurt to touch me, for the first time. Well, she held her hand and started chuckling at her own idiocy, so I called her strange and I actually laughed! Lina was the first person to make me laugh in such a long time."





"And Amelia was the one who finally broke the barrier entirely after Lina chipped off some of it slowly," Gourry guessed.





"I guess so. How about you? Why did you fall in love with Lina?" asked Zelgadis with interest.





"I guess the same reason you had with Amelia. She gave me a different view as to how a woman should behave. She's loud, brash, and harsh, while most women I've ever known are all sweet and subtle. She's hot tempered and fiery, but I guess I liked that because it was a challenge and still is. She also made me see that beauty is truly skin deep," Gourry explained.





"What? You don't think that Lina's attractive?" Zelgadis asked incredulously.





"Of course I do! She's very pretty!" Gourry defended.





"Then what's this thing about inner beauty?" Zelgadis asked with a smirk.





"Well, I've always found her to be cute, like a kid, but later on, she showed me that she was truly a woman. She's very independent and also very sure of herself. She also has this kindness, which she rarely shows to anyone. Remember how she was with Aqua?" Gourry asked.





Zelgadis nodded and smiled fondly at the memory as Gourry continued, "Well, that's the kind of kindness I'm talking about. She only shows that to people who deserve it."





"I see," said Zelgadis.





"Anyway, even after I stopped seeing her as a kid and as a woman, I only saw her for her outer beauty. Her personality never struck me much, until I got to know her better. Until that point, I just wanted other things from her and now I'm ashamed of myself for it," Gourry told him, remorsefully.





"Well, you should be," Zelgadis told him with a playful scold. "Anyway, I'd better get some rest if I'm going to be up early by tomorrow."





"Right. Goodnight, Zel," Gourry said.





"Goodnight, Gourry," he replied as he lied down on the ground and fell asleep.





Gourry just continued keeping watch, until he felt a small hand on his shoulder. He looked up and saw Lina looking down at him.





"Hey," he whispered. "What are you doing up?"





"Couldn't sleep," she said as she sat down next to him. She then saw Zelgadis lying on the ground, sleeping.





"Did you talk to him?" she whispered back.





Gourry nodded. "Yes, and he's going to go see her tomorrow."





"Good, he deserves to be happy. Gourry?" she said, suddenly.





"What?" he asked.





Lina blushed and asked, "Why haven't you tried to kiss me?"





Gourry's eyes widened. "Eh?"





"If you love me, then why haven't you kissed me?" she asked, a little more boldly.





"Well, I don't know. Would you like me to kiss you?" he asked, lamely.





Lina rolled her eyes. "Yes, I would like you to kiss me. I wouldn't have mentioned it if I didn't."





Gourry blushed as he moved his face nearer to hers. "Umm…well…"





"Gourry," Lina said a little too sweetly, "just do it."





Gourry swallowed hard and brushed his lips up against hers. It was light and feathery and it was definitely not what Lina was hoping for. Once he pulled away she sighed and thought, 'I guess I'm going to have to do this my way.'





Lina surprised Gourry by moving onto his lap and kissing him forcefully. Once he found the strength, he kissed back. As soon as Lina pulled away, she said, "Like that, kurage!"





Gourry just gave her a blank look and said, "Oh."





"You are the most hopeless person in the world!" Lina told him.





"Well, you're the loudest," Gourry pointed out.





Lina glared at him and said, "Never mind! I'm going to bed!"





Gourry sighed. "I'm sorry, Lina."





Lina stopped in her tracks and turned to him. He continued, "I'm just not good at expressing my feelings towards girls. I was even awkward around Sylphiel!"





Lina giggled at that. She then sat back down next to him and asked, "Would you like to try this again?"





Gourry nodded and Lina gently pressed her lips onto his. She then slipped her tongue inside of his mouth and he did the same. She suddenly felt herself fall backwards and onto the ground. She didn't want to stop, but she didn't want to go too far.





Lina pulled away from Gourry once she was on the ground and said, "I think we should wait for that. Don't you?"





Gourry nodded and said, "I'm sorry if I made you uncomfortable."





Lina giggled lightly and said, "You didn't make me uncomfortable, you made me too comfortable!"





Gourry just looked puzzled and Lina giggled some more. She then said, "I'm going back to bed. I'll see you in the morning." She kissed him on the cheek, quickly, and then went back inside of her tent. Gourry just kept watch for the rest of the night with a satisfied smiling playing upon his lips.





"I love you, Lina Inverse," were his last words before he drifted off into the land of dreams.














End























