Junior Chess in Ireland – an Overview by John Alfred (12-Mar-03)

The term ‘Junior chess’ can refer to players under a certain age or under a certain ability or rating. Here, it is under age 18.

Limerick Region: If you live in the Limerick region (Limerick, Clare, North Tipperary) and are a Junior player interested in chess, then you’re lucky! The Limerick region is one of the fastest growing in Ireland for Junior chess. In 2002, we had the Irish Under-10 and Under-12 champions and one third of the Irish School-Girls team. In addition to that we have two monthly Junior tournaments – one in Ahane and the other in Adare No other region of Ireland has this much Junior Chess activity. However, one has to attend these monthly events to gain any benefits.

Irish International Junior team events: There are two main International team events, the Glorney/Faber team and the Triangular team.
Glorney/Faber Teams: The Glorney team consists of five boys and the Faber team of three girls, all under age 18. Eight countries take part in this annual competition which is hosted by each of the countries in turn. The countries are Ireland, England, Wales, Scotland, France, Belgium, Netherlands and Czech Republic. In 2002 it was held in Wales and this year it is to be hosted by the Czech Republic. The competition is usually held over a five day period. Becoming a member of these teams is regarded as the highlight of an Irish Junior player’s career.

Triangular Event: This consists of three countries; Ireland, Wales and Scotland. Teams consist of two age categories, Under-12 and Under-14. There are eight members on each team with two of the eight positions reserved for girls. In 2002 it was held in Wales and is due to be held in Scotland in 2003. Because there are 16 team members in total, it is easier to get onto this team than the Faber/Glorney. This event is usually held over two days at a weekend.
Other International Junior Team events: In 2002, the bi-annual Ireland vs Sussex County was held in Brighton at Easter. Forty junior players took part from Ireland, ten from the Limerick region. This was a great introduction to International Chess for many Junior Irish players. Other unscheduled International matches occur from time to time.

Irish Individual Junior Chess Tournaments: The main event on the calendar is the Irish Junior Chess Championships held the weekend after Easter, usually in Dublin. This is one way to get ‘noticed’ and considering the high level of Irish Junior Chess activity, is poorly attended. It is one of the less strenuous rated tournaments to attend.

International Individual Junior Chess Tournaments: The two main events are the World Youth Championships (held in Greece in 2002) and the European Youth Championships (held in Spain in 2002). Each has age categories U8, U10, U12, U14, U16, U18. Limerick Region Junior players have attended these in the last two years and come home with scores ranging from 10% to 50% - not bad! The preferred one to attend is the World event as its easier to win a game against the weaker third World countries.

Ratings: This is a measure of a player’s chess ability. A grandmaster has a rating over 2500, and a beginning player somewhere under 500. To be rated requires being a member of The Irish Chess Union and participation in rated chess tournaments. Rated games use clocks with a minimum of 75 minutes on each players clock. 

The Irish Chess Union (ICU): This is the body taking care of administering the rating system and selecting international teams and individuals. Every serious chess player is a member of this body. Annual membership costs 10 to 20 Euro which varies annually. It has its own website at www.irishchessunion.com. Well worth visiting regularly.

Other sources of information: For this region, use www.geocities.com/limerickchess. Also use the ICU site.

Scholastic Chess: This is an indirectly ICU controlled body and has been the cause of the recent boom in Irish Junior Chess, through the National ESB Checkmate competition. A national county teams event was introduced in 2002.

Community Games Chess: This is a national Junior Chess Competition but has no links to the ICU.
Adare and Ahane: These are held monthly. Ahane on the 1st Saturday, Adare on the 3rd Saturday. Great for practice.

How do I get on an Irish Junior Team? The main criteria is Ratings, Ratings, Ratings. There is no other way. Rated tournaments are scarce enough and require above average effort such as attending weekend tournaments. Note that the relevant rating must be issued directly by the ICU, and no other body. The two biggest rated tournaments in Ireland are Kilkenny in December and Bunratty in February. Other rated tournaments are mentioned on the ICU web site.

Coaching: Most prominent Irish Junior players spend money on coaching which ranges from 0 to 600 Euro annually.

Most rated weekend tournaments have an Under 1200 section which is where most Junior players start to play serious chess. If you are a high level-1 player or ordinary level 2 player in Adare or Ahane, then you should definitely consider taking part in national rated tournaments, and get on the road to being an Irish Junior Team Player..!

Contact John Alfred, Kerry Rd, Adare, Co. Limerick, Tel: (061) 395-374, if you have any questions.
