IRISH DOUBLE VELVET JUNIOR CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2003

The annual championships organised by the Irish Chess Union’s Junior Committee were held in St Benildus College, Stillorgan, Co Dublin on the weekend of 25-27 April 2003.

Last year’s sponsorship by Double Velvet was extremely successful in terms of media coverage, and this year their sponsorship was renewed which allowed another high profile venue in St Benildus College in Co Dublin, which has one of the most successful school chess teams in Ireland, thanks mostly to continuous dedication over many years from Mr Frank Scott.

Nearly all the best junior players in the country turned out to do battle in the five age groups, which were all run as six round Swiss System events.

Under 19: 1st Alex Lopez 4½/5; 2nd-3rd Killian Delaney, David Murray 3; 4th Stephen Stokes 2½; 5th-6th Darren McCabe, Steven Branigan 1.

Under 16:  1st Matthew Dignam 5½/6; 2nd-3rd Karl McPhillips, Robbie Lunn 4½; 4th-8th John McMorrow, William O’Brien, William Sherlock, Cian Fogarty, Darren Lynch 4; girls’ prize Aileen Wallace; …25 players.

Under 14: 1st Stephen Moran 5½/6; 2nd Eamonn Walls 5; 3rd-4th Jamie O’Donovan, James Vaughan 4½; 5th-8th David Grzymek, Ian Lyne, Gerard Reilly, Steven Siew 4; girls’ prize Emma Franks; …30 players.  

Under 12: 1st-3rd Jamie Flynn, Ben Quigley, Shane O’Connor 5/6; 4th-6th Catherine Danaher, David Fitzsimons, Sean McCarrick 4½; 7th-11th Dara Murphy, Sam Osborne, John Brennan, John McGee, Jamie Donnelly 4; girls’ prize Catherine Danaher; …38 players. 

Under 10: 1st-2nd Steven Hanly, Max Drakeford 5½/6; 3rd Daniel Morrissey 5; 4th-8th Ciaran Bowe, Kieran Young, Eimear Danaher, Christopher Young, Ciara Spencer 4; girls’ prize Eimear Danaher; …26 players.

The inaugural award of Best Junior Player of the Year went to Matthew Dignam. Among his achievements in both individual and team events were: (a) second place in last year’s under 14 championships; (b) winner of the under 16 title at the British Championships in Torquay; (c) a score of 4/5 in the Glorney Cup, exactly half of the total score of the Irish team; (d) a score of 5½/11 in the World Youth Championships under 14 event in Crete; (e) a 50% score in the strong Bunratty Masters 2003; (f) third place in the Surrey Open Congress 2003; (g) a FIDE rating of 2093 on the last published list. 

David Murray – Alex Lopez

IDVJCC U19 (2) 2003

Sicilian Najdorf

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.f4 e5 7.Nf3 Nbd7 8.a4 Be7 9.Bc4 0-0 10.0-0 Qc7 11.Qe2 Nc5 12.Nd5 Nxd5 13.Bxd5 Bd7 14.b3 Rac8 15.Bb2 Bf6 16.Rad1 b5 17.axb5 Bxb5 18.c4 Bd7 19.b4 Ne6 20.fxe5 dxe5 21.g3 Qb8 22.Ra1 Rfe8 23.Qf2 Bc6 24.Nxe5 Bxd5 25.Nd7 Bxb2 26.Qxf7+ Kh8 27.Nxb8 Bd4+ 28.Rf2 Rf8 29.Qxf8+ Rxf8 30.exd5 Rxf2 31.Re1 Ng5 32.Re8+ Rf8+ 0-1.

Matthew Dignam – Karl McPhillips

IDVJCC U16 (5) 2003

King’s Indian Defence

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 0–0 6.Be2 e5 7.Be3 Nc6 8.d5 Ne7 9.Nd2 Nd7 10.0–0 f5 11.f3 f4 12.Bf2 g5 13.b4 h5 14.c5 Nf6 15.Nc4 Ne8 16.Rc1 Ng6 17.b5 Rf7 18.a4 Bf8 19.cxd6 cxd6 20.a5 Rg7 21.Kh1 g4 22.fxg4 hxg4 23.Bxg4 Qg5 24.Bxc8 Rxc8 25.Nd2 Nf6 26.Nf3 Qh6 27.Ne2 Rxc1 28.Qxc1 Nxe4 29.Bxa7 Nh4 30.Nxh4 Qxh4 31.Qc2 Nf6 32.Qf5 Ng4 33.h3 Nh6 34.Qe4 Nf7 35.Bf2 Qh6 36.Ng1 Ng5 37.Qf5 Rf7 38.Qg4 Rg7 39.a6 bxa6 40.bxa6 Ne4 41.Qf5 Nxf2+ 42.Rxf2 Ra7 43.Qc8 e4 44.Rb2 Qg7 45.Rb7 Rxb7 46.Qxb7 f3 47.gxf3 exf3 48.Qxg7+ Kxg7 49.a7 f2 50.Kg2 1-0.

Max Drakeford – Steven Hanly

IDVJCC U10 (5) 2003

Benko Gambit

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.e3 b4 5.Nd2 g6 6.Ngf3 d6 7.Be2 Bg7 8.0-0 0-0 9.Rb1 Bf5 10.Ra1 a5 11.Nh4 Bd7 12.Bd3 a4 13.a3 b3 14.Nhf3 e6 15.e4 e5 16.Re1 Bh6 17.h3 Re8 18.Rb1 Bg7 19.Ra1 ½-½.    
