 

1. According to the dictionary, how have you been fortunate in your life? What is the meaning of fortune to you? What do you believe fortune means? Does fortune always mean happiness? Explain
Dictionary definition: fortune
  • noun 1 chance as an arbitrary force affecting human affairs. 2 luck, especially good luck. 3 (fortunes) the success or failure of a person or enterprise. 4 a large amount of money or assets. 

  — PHRASES fortune favours the brave proverb a successful person is often one who is willing to take risks. a small fortune informal a large amount of money. tell someone’s fortune make predictions about a person’s future by palmistry or similar divining methods. 

  — ORIGIN Latin Fortuna, the name of a goddess personifying luck or chance.

2. The goddess Fortuna: Is she Greek/Roman, what happened to her? How does this relate to “The Cask of Amontillado?”

In Roman mythology, Fortuna (equivalent to the Greek goddess Tyche) was the personification of luck, hopefully of good luck, but she could be represented veiled and blind, as modern depictions of Justice are seen, and came to represent the capriciousness of life.


Fortuna had a retinue that included Copia among her blessings. Under the name Annonaria she protected grain supplies. In the Roman calendar, June 11 was sacred to Fortuna, with a greater festival to Fors Fortuna on the 24th [1].

Fortuna was propitiated by mothers. Traditionally her cult was introduced to Rome by Servius Tullius. Fortuna had a temple in the Forum Boarium, a public sanctuary on the Quirinalis, as the tutelary genius of Roma herself, Fortuna Populi Romani, the "Fortune of the Roman people", and an oracle in Praeneste where the future was chosen by a small boy choosing oak rods with possible futures written on them.

All over the Roman world, Fortuna was worshipped at a great number of shrines under various titles that were applied to her according to the various circumstances of life in which her influence was hoped to have a positive effect. Fortuna was not always positive: she was doubtful (Fortuna Dubia); she could be "fickle fortune" (Fortuna Brevis), or downright evil luck (Fortuna Mala).


Her name seems to derive from the Italic goddess Vortumna, "she who revolves the year".
Middle Ages:


Fortuna did not disappear from the popular imagination with the ascendancy of Christianity by any means (illustration, left). In the 6th century, the Consolation of Philosophy, by statesman and philosopher Boethius, written while he faced execution, reflected the Christian theology of casus, that the apparently random and often ruinous turns of Fortune's Wheel are in fact both inevitable and providential, that even the most coincidental events are part of God's hidden plan which one should not resist or try to change. Events, individual decisions, the influence of the stars were all merely vehicles of Divine Will. However, perhaps because scripture could not explain all of the questions of life, Fortune crept back in to popular acceptance. In succeeding generations Consolation was required reading for scholars and students.


The ubiquitous image of Wheel of Fortune found throughout the Middle Ages and beyond was a direct legacy of the second book of Boethius's Consolation. The Wheel appears in many renditions from tiny miniatures in manuscripts to huge stained glass windows in cathedrals, such as at Amiens. Lady Fortune is usually represented as larger than life to underscore her importance. The wheel characteristically has four shelves, or stages of life, with four human figures, usually labeled on the left regnabo (I shall reign), on the top regno (I reign) and is usually crowned, descending on the right regnavi (I have reigned) and the lowly figure on the bottom is marked sum sine regno (I have no kingdom). Medieval representations of Fortune emphasize her duality and instability, such as two faces side by side like Janus; one face smiling the other frowning; half the face white the other black; she may be blindfolded but without scales, blind to justice. Occasionally her vivid clothing and bold demeanor suggest the prostitute. She was associated with the cornucopia, ship's rudder, the ball and the wheel.

Fortune would have many influences in cultural works throughout the Middle Ages. In Le Roman de la Rose, Fortune frustrates the hopes of a lover who has been helped by a personified character "Reason". In Dante's Inferno, in the seventh canto, Virgil explains the nature of Fortune. Boccaccio's De Casibus Virorum Illustrium ("The Fortunes of Famous Men"), used by John Lydgate to compose his Fall of Princes, tells of many where the turn of Fortune's wheel brought those most high to disaster. Fortune makes her appearance in Carmina Burana (see image). Lady Fortune appears in chapter 25 of Machiavelli's The Prince, in which he says Fortune only rules one half of men's fate, the other half being of their own will. Machiavelli reminds the reader that Fortune is a woman, that she favours a strong, or even violent hand, and the she favours the more aggressive and bold young man than a timid elder. Even Shakespeare was no stranger to Lady Fortune:

When in disgrace with Fortune and men's eyes
I all alone beweep my outcast state ... — Sonnet 29 
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3. Why Amontillado???

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Amontillado is a variety of sherry that is darker than fino but lighter than oloroso.

Named after the Montilla region where this style of wine originated in the 18th century, an amontillado sherry begins as a fino, fortified to approximately 13.5 percent alcohol with a cap of flor yeast limiting its exposure to the air. A cask of fino will be reclassified as amontillado if the layer of flor fails to develop adequately or is intentionally killed by non-replenishment or additional fortification. Without the layer of flor, amontillado must be fortified to approximately 17.5 alcohol so that it does not oxidize too quickly. After the additional fortification, amontillado oxidizes slowly, exposed to oxygen through the slightly porous American or Canadian oak casks, and gains a darker color and richer flavor than fino.

The Amontillado name is sometimes used commercially as a simple measure of color to label any sherry lying between a fino and an oloroso.

· Fino Amontillado is a wine that has begun the transformation from fino to amontillado, but is not aged long enough to complete the change. 

· Manzanilla Pasada is an amontillado made in Sanlúcar de Barrameda, from wine that began as a manzanilla. 

· Medium Sherry is a sweetened amontillado. 

Serving: Amontillado can be served as an apéritif with olives, almonds, or cheese, or served with food such as chicken or rabbit. Classically it was served with a fine soup, like a beef consomme. It is usually served slightly chilled.

Amontillado in popular culture: Amontillado is almost solely known outside of wine circles for its use in the title of Edgar Allan Poe's short story, The Cask of Amontillado. Amontillado is also featured to great effect in Isak Dinesen's Babette's Feast.

Sherry is a type of wine originally produced in and around the town of Jerez, Spain. The town's Persian name during the Rustamid period was Xerex (Shariz, in Persian شريش), from which both sherry and Jerez are derived. This was because the founder of the empire, Rustam Shirazi (meaning from the city of Shiraz) wanted to produce a wine in remembrance of the famous Shiraz wine in Iran (Persia). Spanish producers have registered the names Jerez / Xérès / Sherry and will prosecute producers of similar wines from other places using the same name. By law, Sherry must come from the triangular area of the province of Cádiz between Jerez, Sanlúcar de Barrameda, and El Puerto de Santa María. However the name 'Sherry' is used as a semi-generic in the United States where it must be labeled with a region of origin such as American Sherry or California Sherry. In earlier times sherry was known as sack (a rendering of sec, 'dry').

Sherry is a fortified wine, made in Spain from three types of grapes: Palomino, Pedro Ximénez, and Muscat (Moscatel). Sherry-style wines made in other countries often use other grape varieties.

Sherry differs from other wines because of how it is treated after fermentation. It is first fortified with brandy and then if destined to be fino style a yeast called flor is allowed to grow on top. Oloroso style is fortified to a strength where the flor cannot grow. (In contrast, port wine is fortified to a higher percentage of alcohol than sherry, effectively preventing the growth of any yeast.)
3. What is motley? Why motley?

Motley

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article or section does not cite its references or sources.
You can help Wikipedia by introducing appropriate citations.
Motley refers to the traditional costume of the Court jester or the Harlequin character in Commedia dell'arte. The latter wears a patchwork of red, green, and blue diamonds that is still a fashion motif.

The word motley is thought by the Oxford English Dictionary to be cognate with medley, although the unrelated mottled has also contributed to the meaning. The word is most commonly used as an adjective or noun, but is also seen as a verb and adverb.

During the reign of Elizabeth I motley served the important purpose of keeping the fool outside the social hierarchy, and therefore not subject to class distinction. Since the fool was outside the dress laws (sumptuary law) the fool was able to speak more freely.

Likewise motley did not have to be checkered and has been recently thought to be one pattern with different colored threads running through it. The fool now becomes a less ridiculous character than was previously thought.

Culminating project:
Choose one of the following: (for this one, you are allowed to work together in groups)


Metacogitate: What is the meaning of the words that Montressor and Fortunato actually say vs what they mean? Relate it to “Why Amontillado?” and the Reading Standard

















Two or three students get together and pull out the dialogue and present it as a dramatic scene. Relate it to the Reading Standard.





 What is Fortunatos ultimate fortune? Is he fortunate according to the dictionary? Relate it to the goddess Fortuna and the Reading Standard.




















Create a work of art that expresses what Montresor says, compared to what he actually does. Explain how this relates to the Reading Standard





Reading Standard 3.9: Explain how voice, persona, and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text.








