Everything You will need to know about Writing the Exemplary AP Multi-paragraph Essay

AP Literature and Composition

How to improve your essay writing grade:

1. Vocabulary: more precise, descriptive, elevated

2. Effectively written thesis that precisely and interpretively answers the prompt

3. Insight: more commentary (CM) that reveals your analysis of the material

4. Precise concrete detail (CD) references from the text

5. Word Count: generally speaking, write more for every assignment (except when given an exact word count). The easiest way to do this is to vary your sentence structure and use more compound, complex, and compound/complex sentences.

Suggestions for effective THESIS in a prose analysis prompt:

The author (name) challenges, attacks, laments, clarifies, explores, exposes, etc (be sure to use an action verb) (WHATEVER?????) in order to (now use a second action verb) reveal, differentiate, provoke, raise awareness of, etc. ________________.

EXAMPLE: 

Chinua Achebe in Things Fall Apart exposes the inner feelings of the main character Okonkowo in order to reveal that this is more than just an African novel, but also a timeless one that confronts all mankind with the essentials of its humanity.

If a student chooses to follow formulaic writing, body paragraphs would be constructed as follows:

NOTE: if a student wishes to write organically, he/she should still ensure that adequate CD and CM is included in each and every body paragraph. Specifics will make your writing stronger.

1. TS: topic sentence: provides evidence relating to thesis of the essay

2. CD: For example, (a fact, quote, or paraphrase that supports topic sentence #1)\

3. CM: This shows that…CM sentence #3 comments about CD#2

4. CM: It also shows.., CM sentence #4 says more about sentence #3

5. CD: In addition, (another fact, quote, or paraphrase that supports topic sentence #1)\

6. CM: This shows that…CM sentence #6 comments about CD#5

7. CM: It also shows.., CM sentence #7 says more about sentence #6

8. CD: Furthermore, (another fact, quote, or paraphrase that supports topic sentence #1)\

9. CM: This shows that…CM sentence #9 comments about CD#8

10. CM: It also shows… CM sentence #10 says more about sentence #9

11. CS: As a result… ALL commentary. Do not copy or use the same words as in the TS. The concluding sentence of the paragraph should give a finished feeling.

*Hint: Think of the CD as the “play-by-play” given by a sports announcer

Think of the CM as the “color commentary” given by a sports announcer

Helpful Hint: Write in the literary present tense

# Another Helpful Hint: Be organized and be sure to use transitions.

Weaving: To break away from the formula:

1. Play with vocabulary in concrete detail and add commentary words.

2. Delete the transition device and capitalize the next word; for example, delete “For example” and “As a result”

3. Flip sentences around to see which way flows the best. Change CD, CM, CM to CM CD CM

4. Chart possible CDs and CMs for topic.  Put them together the way you want, but check all CD words and phrases to ensure that the proper ratio of CD to CM exists.

EXAMPLE: If your body paragraph is about DICTION and is only 8 sentences
:

1. TS: The author’s diction gives insight into the formality of Captain MacWhirr assumed to escape childhood memories. 

2. CD: His ship was his “abode of harmony and peace,” his respite from “the ant-heap of the earth” as he led a “bare existence.” 

3. CM: MacWhirr ran away from his parents and their judgment of his failure to the archetypal symbol of a mother’s womb-of the sea.

4. CM: There, he lived simply and contentedly, away from the artificiality of society.

5. CD: His “flight of fancy” was merely one to achieve greater peace, away from his father’s “sly chaffing” to which he always responded with “undutiful stupidity.”

6. CM: Although his parents viewed his departure as a foolish, adolescent decision, MacWhirr knew he was escaping the constant, subtle criticism that his father doled out.

7. CM: He remembered as well how he always failed to win his father’s approval and love.

8. CS: At the end of the passage, it was MacWhirr who lived a fruitful and rewarding life; at his funeral, more would be said than simply, “and then he died.”
More Helpful Hints:

· Don’t mention the literary or rhetorical device repeatedly throughout the paragraph—discuss the work!!

· Be very specific with your  examples/CD and discuss the purpose—how does it relate/prove your thesis?

· An author will use a literary or rhetorical device to express point of view, further the narrative, develop a character, express a theme, reveal an argument, persuade an audience, etc.. He/She does not use diction to make the work more interesting to the reader , unless the purpose is to convince or persuade the reader on a topic. For example, an author may use an image to reveal something about a character, not to “put pictures into the reader’s mind.”

· Don’t forget the main idea of the work or passage you’re writing about—listing devices is not sufficient—what is the PURPOSE
 for the literary/rhetorical devices? What does it all mean? What’s the point?
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