Assignment – based on “The Sniper,” “Thoughts of Hanoi,” “A Country Divided,” “Lives in the Crossfire,” “Peace Isn’t Impossible,” and “Exile” 

Create a creative piece related to our guiding question: “How do the choices we make under stress affect us?”

Habits of Mind: 

· Thinking flexibly

· Applying past knowledge to new situations

· Thinking and communicating with clarity and precision

· Creating, imagining, innovating

· Responding with wonderment and awe

Some Ideas:

· A story

· A poem

· A creative essay

· A sculpture

· A diorama

· A poster

· A drawing

· A painting

· A collage

· A film 

· Another creative idea

You are in groups according to your Learning Style. You may work with another person, or as a whole group. However, each student is responsible for their own piece. There will be NO GROUP GRADE – so if you are working in a group and one person messes up, BUMMER!!!

Steps: 

1. Decide on a project. Will you write a story or poem? Will you create a sculpture, etc.
2. Plan out your piece. 
a. For a story, write an outline

b. for a poem, begin with your cluster/list, brain storm

c. Do a rough outline of an artistic piece

d. etc.
3. Think about the Habits of Mind you will be relying on to create this piece. Make some notes (you will probably use these notes in your reflection.

a. Thinking flexibly – how will you use this Habit of Mind?

b. Applying past knowledge to new situations – You have a lot of past knowledge about “The Troubles” at this point – how does it apply?

c. Thinking and communicating with clarity and precision – How does this project show clear thinking, how precisely do you need to think to complete this project?

d. Creating, imagining, innovating – You are doing this to create the project, right?

e. Persistence

4. Create your piece

5. Use the Rubric to grade your piece with your group

6. Change your piece according to the Rubric

7. Write a reflective piece – at least three paragraphs long
a. What Habits of Mind did you rely on? Which helped you?

b. How did the Habits of Mind help you in this task?

c. What did you do well

d. What did you have to change as the assignment continued?

e. How did the Rubric change the assignment
f. Did your group help you, or were they a problem for you?
 Rubric
	Rubric for “The Sniper,”  “Thoughts of Hanoi,” “A Country Divided,” “Lives in the Crossfire,” “Peace Isn’t Impossible,” and “Exile” poem/story/poster project

	Criteria
	Levels of Mastery

	
	Expert
	Practitioner
	Apprentice
	Novice

	Organization
	· There is a thorough plan for the beginning, middle, and end.

· Compelling idea captures reader/viewer’s attention and draws reader in.

· Varied, natural-sounding words enhance the writing
	· There is a plan for the beginning, middle, and end.

· Idea captures reader/viewer’s attention and draws reader in.

· There is a variety of words that enhance the writing
	· There is evidence of a plan for the beginning, middle, and end.

· There is an attempt to capture reader/viewer’s attention 

· There is some variety in words 
	· There is a not much of a plan 

· Fails to capture reader/viewer’s attention 

· Not much variety in words.

	Content


	· Project is complete: if it is a poem or story, it has a rough and final draft; a piece of art has documentation attached showing planning.

· Project is neat extremely attractive/creative

· All of the stated requirements are covered completely and well.
	·  Project is almost complete: if it is a poem or story, it has a rough and final draft, but may not have substantial changes; a piece of art has documentation attached which shows planning.

· Project is neat and attractive/creative

· Most of the stated requirements are covered completely and well.
	· Project is somewhat complete: if it is a poem or story, there was an attempt at having a rough and final draft; a piece of art has some documentation attached which shows some planning.

· Project is somewhat neat and attractive/creative

· Some of the stated requirements are covered completely and well.
	· Project is not complete: no real attempt at having a rough and final draft; a piece of art has little documentation attached.

· Project is not neat or attractive/creative

· Few of the stated requirements are covered completely and well.

	Grammar

Tone

Voice

(point of view for poster)


	· Has an excellent controlling impression, which is maintained throughout the piece. 

· Maintains a consistent tone, and is focused. 

· Uses precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active voice. 

· Grammar is correct, project is proofread, and the writing is exceptional. 

· Planning is apparent. 
	· Has a controlling impression, which is almost maintained throughout the piece. 

· For the most part, maintains a consistent tone, and is focused. 

· Uses some precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active voice. 

· Most of the grammar is correct, project is proofread, and the writing is good.

· Some planning is apparent.
	· Tries to have a controlling impression, which is almost maintained throughout the piece. 

· Tries to maintain a consistent tone, and stay focused. 

· Tries to use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active voice. 

· Some of the grammar is correct, project is proofread, although there may still be mistakes, and the writing is fair.

· Some planning is apparent.
	· Does not have a controlling impression, or the controlling impression is lacking. 

· Does not maintain a consistent tone, or stay focused. 

· Does not use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active voice. 

· There are many grammatical problems.

· There is no apparent planning.

	Connection 

To

Text


	· Excellent connections between writing (art) and the story/poem. 

· We can understand the text in a new way due to the piece.
	· There are clear connections between writing (art) and the story/poem. 

· We can understand the text, and a bit more due to the piece.
	· There is some connection between writing (art) and the story/poem. 

· We can understand the due to the piece.
	· There is no real connection between writing (art) and the story/poem, or the connection is not apparent.

· We don’t necessarily understand the text due to the piece.


