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1. According to the Treaty, what nations participated in the war?

According to the Treaty, the Holy Roman Empire, France, and their allies participated in the Thirty Years’ War. In support of the emperor, Germany, Hungary, Bohemia, Dalmatia, Croatia, Slavonia, and Austria entered the war. For the king of France, Sweden and Navarre contributed their efforts. 

2. What caused the war? 

The political decentralization and religious conflict of seventeenth century Germany set the stage for the Thirty Years’ War. Germany was a fragmented nation that many European rulers began pressing in on—for trade, land, and legal privileges within certain principalities. German princes opposed any efforts to unite the Holy Roman Empire, gaining support from France, Denmark, and Sweden against the emperor. Protestants held suspicions of an imperial and papal conspiracy forming to restore a Catholic Europe. An imperial diet was established that observed the actions and rights of Germans. 

Within the Empire, the population was equally divided between Catholics and Protestants. However, Protestants gained political control in some Catholic areas. The Catholics seemed to hold more toleration for Protestants than vice versa. Lutherans were less lenient and less complying to the rights designated in the Peace of Augsburg. Though conflict existed between Protestants and Catholics, the Protestant cause was divided as well—liberal Lutherans versus conservative Lutherans, and Lutherans versus Calvinists. Although the Peace of Augsburg did not recognize Calvinism as a legal religion, Frederick III of Palatine made it the official religion of his domain. Eventually, a Protestant alliance was headed by Palatine Calvinists, receiving support from England, France, and the Netherlands. The Calvinists criticized the Lutheran doctrine of Christ’s real presence in the Eucharist. The Lutherans, consequently, feared the Calvinists almost as much as they did the Catholics.

With the beginning of the Counter-Reformation came the success of the Jesuits throughout the empire. They won back major cities—Strasbourg and Osnaburck—to the Catholic cause. Maximilian of Bavaria organized a Catholic League to counter a Protestant alliance led by Frederick IV of Palatine. The league formed a great army, setting the stage for both an internal and international war. 

3. How was the religious base of society recognized in the Treaty of Westphalia?

The Treaty of Westphalia presented the significance of religion in society with its emphasis on keeping the peace without the distinction of religion. Article LXIV prevented any future differences in politics—despite certain rights, prerogatives, liberties, privileges, territorial and ecclesiastical rights given to politicians—and stated that “they never can or ought to be molested…by an whomsoever upon any manner of pretence.” According to Article CXXIII, all parties were called to defend and protect the treaty of peace without judgment of religion. These articles were written in order to keep the peace, showing the religious base of society.

4. What rights were given to the states of the Holy Roman Empire in the treaty?

All involved with the treaty, including the states of the empire, were allowed peace and pardon throughout their lands. “…Thus on all sides they may see this Peace and Friendship in the Roman Empire, and the Kingdom of France…” For any troubles committed, a pardon was given for both sides, so that nobody would “practice any Acts of Hostility, entertain any Enmity, or cause any Trouble to each other…” 

5. What provisions were made for the military in the treaty?

Troops and armies of all those who participated in the war were disbanded and discharged. However, nations were allowed to keep as many men as necessary for security reason. This was done in order to maintain the peace the treaty bestowed.  

