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In the story of The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Tom Buchanan is portrayed as a rich man who prefers things his way. Fitzgerald uses Nick, Tom’s brother-in-law, to narrate in a very nonchalant tone and let readers analyze Tom in their own terms. Fitzgerald uses diction and precise word selection to portray the image of Tom’s wealthy way of life, explain how the rich live, and depict Tom’s personality of having things his way.

Tom Buchanan comes from a prosperous family, resulting in his lifestyle of luxury. The lines “the front vista, including in its sweep…motor boat that bumped the tide off the off shore” describes the Buchanan’s way of life. His half acre rose garden shows how uneconomical he is, simply investing in such things that are unnecessary. His motor boat off the shore is also wasteful because the boat is a luxury, not a necessity in life. The “French windows at either end” of the house illustrate the size of his house. French doors and windows are grand, meaning they need plenty of space and cost more of money. The French windows are also an extravagance that is not needed in everyday life. The diction of “the frosted wedding cake of the ceiling” explains that the ceiling is high and, not flat like ordinary ceilings, but decked like a cake. This would also mean more money was invested into building this house to make the “wedding cake” ceiling which is another comfort in which the Buchanans indulge. Their wealth ensures their lack of need to work for a living.

Fitzgerald uses many colors and wind to portray the everyday lives of the Buchanans. The “the wedding cake…”, “rosy-colored space”, and the “wine-colored rug” portray their happy lives. These colors and objects refer to parties that they normally attend or host. The “gleaming white”windows, “pale flags and women dressed in white show their wealth; explaining that they have no need of working. The wind that blows through the room, disturbing nearly everything in the room, also illustrates how lighthearted the women are. They have never worked, resulting in their carefree way of living, partying, wasteful spending, and wearing precious apparel such as white clothing. With all this wealth, Tom also lives lazily but prefers to take control of life.

Tom likes power and doesn’t care much his possessions. In this passage, Tom commands Nick around the house, moving when Tom wants to. Tom is the only one that speaks in this section, emphasizing the idea that he is in full control. Tom’s brief and controlling introduction of the house to Nick enforces the idea that he is not attached to his belongings, thinking that he can always get more. At the end of the excerpt, Tom shuts the window of the house, preventing the blowing wind from continuing to blowing through the house, also cutting off the freedom mentioned above. His uncaring nature and desire of power leads to disaster later in his life.

Fitzgerald makes the point that the Buchanans are wealthy and wasteful. They are so wasteful that it gives readers the main idea to watch their own spending. The diction gives the overall effect of the family being overly wealthy, resulting in pointless spending. The long flowing sentences Fitzgerald uses represent the free-flowing wind. These descriptions explain the Buchanan’s way of life and also how the rich people live.
