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In the selected passage from Chapter 1 of The Great Gatsby, the narrator introduces the wealthy characters and the affluent setting. There is an overtone of lightness and opulence. Despite this, there the implication that all the fine decorations and objects are merely for show, and there is unrest beneath the surface.
Tom Buchanan, the owner of the house, acts politely toward the narrator (Nick Carraway). The Buchanans’ home includes a “front vista”, which includes in its “sweep” a “sunken Italian garden”, “a half acre of deep pungent roses”, and a “snub-nosed motor boat” (further showing the affluence of the Buchanan family). The house itself is large, lavish, and extremely bright and white. Nick Carraway presents the Buchanan family and Jordan Baker as people with vast, beautiful riches. There is also a slight air of arrogance in the house, and the Buchanans seem to hold condescending attitudes.

In the house, “a breeze blew through the room”, blowing curtains “in at one end and out the other like pale flags, twisting them up”. There can be heard the “whip and snap of the curtains” in the light breeze. Daisy and Jordan’s dresses are “rippling and fluttering”, and they appear to have just been “blown back in”. The overall feeling evoked by the diction is the sensation of flying and the soft wind. The tone implies that Daisy and Jordan may not care much for things other than their money and possessions
.

Even though the house and family appear refined and satisfied, there is an undertone of restlessness. Tom’s eyes are “flashing about restlessly”, and he turns Nick around “politely” but “abruptly”. When Tom shuts the windows, there is a “boom” and the “caught wind died out”, thus ceasing the feathery atmosphere. In spite of all the lavish possessions and the extravagant layout of the house, the Buchanans appear uneasy when the light wind disappears, revealing their true natures to the reader. Perhaps Tom’s forceful actions foreshadow events in the story.

�Prove this.


�BTW, include something about the long sentences, if you can.


�How so?


�That is NOT a closing. Nice last paragraph, though.





