13 March 2006: Total Learning 3:50 PM


Wesley, a seventh grader, reads. The cover is shiny and dark – perhaps a science fiction book? The cover names S. E. Hinton as its author. Her legs are crossed, her back hunched over her book as if creating a space that no person could enter to interfere with her task In truth, Wesley is supposed to be doing her homework, but she is finished. Now her face is concentrated, brows furrowed, and her free hand (the one that’s not holding her book) over her mouth, which is continually moving. She’s chewing gum. Actually, her free hand is also continually moving: she uses it to cover her mouth, touch her eye, play with her hair, grab the wrist of her other hand; and then she returns it to cover her mouth once more. She reads quite rapidly: her eyes cross the page, blink, eyes return to left side of the page, blink, eyes cross the page once more. All this occurs in a matter of about two seconds. Though her free hand is continually moving, her hunch remains the same, ever revealing the gap between her shirt and her pants at her back.


People begin to talk around her, but she ignores them. She turns to look at the clock, and then she returns her hand to her cheek. She flips to the front cover of the book, then flips around in the text. She looks once more at the clock. It’s 4 PM, fifteen minutes until her break time. She begins to read the book again, this time in the last few pages, where she was before, but she soon puts the book down and stares into space. After a minute of the she opens her backpack, pulls out a huge puffy pink jacket and another book, and reads the summary on the back of the book. She turns to page one. She is always about to turn the page, even when she has just done so. Her free hand is on the page to be flipped, or her posture shows that she’s about to change from reading the left page to reading the right page of the book. The talking in the room increases as more of Wesley’s classmates complete their assignments. Wesley turns to Kevin and tells him that she has finished the book. She summarizes the end and returns to reading.

Wesley does not put nearly as much concentration into doing her homework as she does into reading. When she is reading, her posture shows that she will not be interrupted. The difference in her manner is due to the fact that she feels she is wasting time: she’s stuck in this room where she’s supposed to be doing her homework, but she has none to do. She has decided that she will make the most of her time by reading. Why, then, does she not decide to make the most of her time every day, when she does have homework and the time to do it? It is because she only realizes how much time she has to spend (and could spend elsewhere) at Total Learning when she is forced to stay in the room without a purpose. When she has a purpose for being in the room (when she has homework), she doesn’t realize what she could be doing otherwise, so she wastes her time because she is not aware of it.


I find that I waste time, also. When I am supposed to be doing my homework in front of the computer, I allow the internet to distract me. However, if I do my homework elsewhere, or if I am pressured to complete an assignment, I finish my homework much more quickly and without distraction. Time is wasted when a person can convince himself that he is using his time wisely. When a person becomes aware of time, they stop wasting it and start using it as wisely as they can.

14 March 2006: AP Chemistry 2:35 PM


Grace, Michael, Jennifer, and Royce sit at the table to the left of mine. Mrs. Carr has given us the entire period to do homework, but only a few people are actually working on the chemistry homework that has been assigned. Most people are talking or doing other homework. Those at the table to my left are talking rather loudly, and they are obviously getting no work done at all. Grace and Jennifer poke each other and compare hands while talking to Michael. Royce has his head down on the table, apparently trying to sleep. His stillness is at contrast to his tablemates’ liveliness. Grace, Jennifer, and Michael are continually giggling. I catch bits of their conversation, and there is no meaning at all in what they are saying. Apparently, therein lies the humor. Grace is the loudest. Both she and Jennifer seem to be questioning Michael, who seems to simply be “going along” with what the girls are doing. Grace gets up. She appears to be trying to squeeze Michael against the desk. As she laughs, Michael groans in pain. Grace lets him go and asks him what happened. “You got my balls,” he says. Michael recovers as Grace coos at him, with many sorry’s and poor Michael’s. Soon they are squeezing Grace and Jennifer against the desk. Royce continues to sleep.


This is the behavior of a group of people who have just been given free time. They realize that they have an hour and a half to do as they please .Instead of doing what would be efficient and completing their chemistry homework while the teacher can help them, they fritter away their time with pointless conversation. They feel that they are not watched by society, because they are in a classroom where everyone is minding their own business. Free from the rules of conduct, they entertain themselves on the basest level. They find humor trivial bits of conversation and finally resort to the basest means of communication and entertainment to spend their time.

Is stupidity humorous? Movies, commercials, and television today would make one believe that it is. Many would say that a movie with low-brow humor is more appealing than one with a carefully planned script. This kind of entertainment appeals to our basest levels of thinking, and when we think no one will judge us, we resort to this kind of thinking. There have been times I have had the most pointless conversation with a friend (sometimes only consisting of one word), and I stepped back to realize how thoughtless and stupid I would have appeared to myself, had I been watching. Why don’t people want to think? Thinking is hard. Not only does it take effort, but also does it present us with problems that take more thinking to solve. Humans would rather distract themselves from major issues by focusing on the surface and on petty, insignificant details.
