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In this given passage from The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald illustrates the lifestyle of the Buchanans as he introduces Nick to the Buchanan household. Nick’s viewpoint is used here, because Nick can give a nonjudgmental description while also allowing the readers to develop an impression of the house as they would from a first-person point of view. Fitzgerald uses precise word selection as well as sentence structure to subtly convey the mood of the Buchanan house, the qualities of the characters, and messages about the Buchanans’ way of life.

Fitzgerald uses bright colors and descriptions of wind in this passage, which emphasizes the freedom of the Buchanans to do as they please. The whites shown in the “gleaming white” windows, the “frosted wedding cake” of a ceiling, and curtains “like pale flags” highlight the innocence of the Buchanans from labor. The “breeze [that] blew threw the room” shows the Buchanans’ liberty in their lives. This is further stressed with the openness of the “wind … on the sea” and the use of long, winding sentences. The freedom of the wind is extended to the people when the “two young women were buoyed up as though on an anchored balloon.”

This wind is killed by Tom Buchanan at the end of the passage. Tom asserts himself as the man of the house, used to getting what he wants. He is short and restless and is the only person who speaks in the entire passage. He controls Nick by turning him with an arm; Fitzgerald uses this gesture to show that Tom often uses his physical strength to control others. Tom’s last comment, “We’ll go inside,” is almost a command. Finally, at the end of the passage, he shuts the window; the wind, symbolic of freedom, dies down and the “two young women [balloon] slowly to the floor.” Here, Fitzgerald shows that Tom is the master at his house; people do as he says, and the women are less free to do as they please when he is around.

Through Nick’s introduction to the house, he observes the opulence in which the Buchanans live. Everything from the “sunken Italian garden,” the “half-acre of pungent roses”, the “French windows”, and the detail in the ceiling show that the Buchanans live in excess. Tom is very general in showing Nick his house; his comment “I’ve got a nice place here” shows that he has no attachment to any of these luxuries. In addition, there are many party references in describing the house, such as the “rosy-colored space,” the “wedding cake of the ceiling,” the “wine colored rug,” and the rippling dresses of the women. Fitzgerald is implying that the opulence shown in the house is a façade covering the darker truths the occupants of the house may be trying to hide. This point is featured when Nick first observes the room, which he says is “fragilely bound into the house”. This suggests that the superfluity that hides the evils of the household is a weak pretence that could be torn away at any moment.

Nick’s neutral but descriptive tone allows readers to form their own impressions about the Buchanans. Using strong words and specific sentence structures, Fitzgerald gives readers not only a vivid image of the Buchanans’ house, but also some insight into their lifestyle. 
