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The years in the Chinese calendar are named after twelve animals which follow one another in rotation. According to one form of the legend, these animals quarreled one day as to who was to head the cycle of years. The gods suggested a contest. Whoever was to reach the bank of a certain river first would head the cycle, and the rest of the animals would be grouped accordingly. The animals of the Chinese Zodiac rotate in the order of the results of the race, this coming year being the year of the dog.

