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Ruben Blades Bellido de Luna (Panama, July 16th, 1948)  is a Panamanian singer, musician, actor, lawyer, and politician who developed the most part of his career in the United States.  His style has been described as intellectual salsa.

Since the 70s until today, he has recorded more than twenty albums, and has participated as a guest in more than 15 recordings with several artists of different genres and tendencies.  He has participated as an actor in different Hollywood productions, as well as independent ones.  As recognition of his work he has received six Grammy awards.

In 1994, he participated in the presidential elections in his country, in which he obtained the third place, with the 20% of the votes, among more than ten candidates.  Nowadays, he participates in the government of his country as the President of the Panamanian Tourism Institute, as the ministry of the institution.
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Biography

He was born in the very heart of a family in which art always had a privileged place, in the San Felipe neighborhood, in Panama City.  His parents were Ruben Blades Bosques and Anoland Bellido de Luna.

In 1974, at 26 years old, he graduated as a lawyer in the Law and Politics Sciences School, of the Universidad Nacional de Panamá.  He culminated his professional studies in the Harvard Law Graduate School, in 1985.

His beginnings in music took place in the famous musical brand, Fania of New York.  His gifts as a singer opened him doors, with fleeting participation in Richie and Bobby Cruz, and Ray Baretto bands.  In 1976 he participated in the long play recording De Panama a New York/From Panama to New York, with Pete Rodriguez, even though he did not include this single in his recordings. 

His real uncover happened when he got together in an excellent combination with the New Yorker trombonist, Willie Colon.  The first single became a salsa classic:  Metiendo Mano, which cover had in lowercase letters:  “Willie Colon introduces Ruben Blades”.  From this album came the hits  “Pablo Pueblo” and “Según el color”.  The album was received with very good opinions from the critics.  

Several salsa critics do not hesitate in affirm that there was an album which marked a difference in the before and after of this genre´s development.  As a matter of fact, the musician and Peruvian music critic, Luis Delgado Aparicio affirmed that this album is a milestone in the musical development of the twentieth century.  The album Siembra included the classic songs “Pedro Navaja”, “Plastico”, “Buscando Guayaba”, and “Siembra”.  In this album it was already consolidated what in a beginning you could get to see in Metiendo Mano: Blades´ability to insert in his lyrics and personal accounts that would later on be called intellectual salsa.  In times in which salsa started its movement from the neighborhood and the street, to the ballrooms and the sung experiences from the guapos/handsomes were stopped for more sensual reasons, Ruben Blades sang to the bandid, and the street.  In “Plastico” you can see another recurrent song in Blades´ discography, the exhortation that a united Latin America wake up, as well as a Hispano-Americanism dream that came directly from Bolivar.  Nowadays, “Siembra” is considered a salsa classic, and is one of the most sold records of all times.  The union with Willie Colon also edits the albums Canciones del Solar de los Aburridos and The Last Fight.
As a previous reference of his albums by himself, Bohemio y Poeta did not have that acceptance as Siembra, but it certainly did his ambitious opera Maestra Vida, which was published in two separated long play albums, in which he narrates the story of any family in a Latin American country that could be either Mexico, Argentina, Bolivia, or Guatemala.  From that double record outstood the songs “Manuela”, “El Nacimiento de Ramiro”, and “Maestra Vida”.  The portraits of what is been understood by barrio (neighborhood), the critics done to the Latin American governments in general, and the songs to love and to women make of this double record an integral reference of the values that salsa has as music.

The 70´s decade finishes to Ruben Blades with other two albums as a solo singer:  El que la hace la paga y Mucho mejor, the last one which is more a romantic singer than a salsa singer.

In the 80´s, Blades begins another very profitable stage in his artistic career, when he joined the group Seis del Solar that will later on change its name to Son Del Solar.  This union produced the albums Buscando America, in which stand out the classics “Decisiones” and “El Padre Antonio”, Escenas, Agua de Luna, Doble filo, Nothing but the Truth, Antecedentes, Live!, and Caminando.  This stage ends with the record The Best.

In the 90´s, after his political experience, Ruben made an album with Willie Colon (Tras la Tormenta), in which songs of each artist is combined.  It was said that during the recording of this album, Colon and Blades were never together.  This situation made possible the rumor of a distancing between those who were once part of most remembered salsa combinations.  However, this rumor was proved not to be true by the musicians themselves, and, as a proof of the opposite, there are who affirm that Ruben Blades´voice is the one making the chorus to Willie Colon´s song “Talento de Television”. In 1997, Ruben Blades collaborated with the Fabulosos Cadillacs in their album Fabulosos Calavera.  
The last part of Ruben Blades recordings reflects a more mature singer, and with the capacity of experiment new fusions and new genres.  The album La Rosa de los Vientos includes Panamanian music that Blades offers as homage to his country.  Tiempos y Mundo, even though they were not salsa, were albums that were awarded for their interpretative quality.  

Blades´recent interpretation in the album Across 110th Street, of the Spanish Harlem Orchestra, where his former music band companion from Seis del Solar, Oscar Hernandez plays, shows that Blades has a special talent for salsa, and he leaves his fans waiting for his next production. 

Actually, Ruben Blades is Panama´s Ministry of Tourism.

