Spreadsheet Lesson Evaluation

Used with Permission and Adapted from The Lesson Plans Page: http://www.lessonplanspage.com/LessonTemplate.htm

1. Your Name: Lilah Bruland
Lesson Plan Title: Student Surveys
Lesson URL (hyperlink): http://208.183.128.8/mather/kindmus.html
Intended Grade Level: 3
Subject area/s: Math/Social Studies
Topic/concepts covered: Data Analysis, Graphing, collecting data
2. Evaluation of the Lesson:

Suitability: 

This lesson is well suited to an introduction lesson on making spreadsheets and collecting data.  Each student could be assigned a different topic than survey the class, compile the data, and make a simple spreadsheet showing the results.
Nevada Standard/s or CEF Addressed (include number and description):

5.1-collect, organize, display and describe simple data from surveys and experiments
5.2- read and interpret displays of data, draw conclusions from charts, tables and graphs to solve problems.

6.7- use technology to understand quantitative relationships 

7.2- use inquiry techniques to solve mathematical problems.

2.20- utilize a pre-designed spreadsheet

3.6- use technology to organize data
Computer needs:
One computer per two students
Excel spreadsheet software
Can you do it?

YES! I could easily incorporate this lesson.
How is assessment addressed?

In the lesson it isn’t, but the assessment could be the completion of the task and if the collected data is accurately represented by the graph.
Changes, if any: 

Add the assessment component
After creating student samples of spreadsheet and graph (3 and 4)
5. Was the graph generated appropriate for analyzing the data? Why or Why not

The line graph that is shown on the lesson website is not suitable.  A bar or pie graph would be the best choice, as I show below.
Three questions promoting higher order thinking and explanations for answers:

Do you think the results would be the same or different if you surveyed the whole school? Why?
I am assuming the results would be similar if the whole school were surveyed.  I want the student to understand that by surveying a small percentage of people he is finding a snapshot of a groups preferences.

How would this graph change if you surveyed adults?

I want the student to recognize that adults have different music preferences than students and that the data will change.

If you were a musician why would this graph be important to you?

I want the student to recognize and explain how people use graphs to find out likes and dislikes for products.
Paste a copy of your graph below:
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