Lloyds Bank,,   Sent to Managing Director via Banlpost               Roland Graf,                                                                                 Box 3,                                                                                                Leicester LE2 3BA


BX1 lLT                                                                                             May 14th 2005





                                         RE: CARDSCAMS





Dear Lloyds, 





I wrote to you previously about your sending an advert bearing Lloyds logo which was intended to trap people into entering Direct Debit agreements’.   The loans firm quoted was Mastercard.


                    I see on the Internet that some woman in the USA was informed that she had ‘won a lottery’ – which nowadays we are all being informed daily – and that her lawyer discovered that credit card details were requested to ‘pay the money into the bank.’.  In the abovementioned case the details were requested ‘in case the victim won the lottery’ though then it was revealed that acceptance of the win would have to be confirmed by the victim by letter or telephone, no doubt with a praemium rate number.  In the American case, some public advice agency was telling victims never to reveal credit card details ‘by post’.  This advice was then immediately followed by a request for credit card details to join up and pay for the free information.  The internet is full of scammers who ask payment for information obtained off  internet search machines.


                    Incidentally some gangers in Florida, who regard Sao Tome as in Florida,  informed me when telling me that I had won a lottery that debit cards are known in the USA as credit cards.   So it all started in Florida!


                     There are certain firms which are always quoted by direct debit scammers … I have one here from Dixons Cover Plan which tried to extract a direct debit for an imaginary insurance agreement from a card which does not do direct debits.  It quotes Master Card, Switch and Visa.. though Mastercard seems to be the usual one.


                      I have an idea that Lloyds have shares in Mastercard.  In a way it is a relief that Lloyds is paying dividends and banks in general are paying dividends when everyone is not paying them or is paying less because they have borrowed so much money off the banks to hand over to their directors.   On the other hand,  these profits are imaginary and are for interest paid on loans given to people who can’t pay the interest on previous loans.   Barclays is owning up… or almost so… and everyone expects mishaps from Barclays and so it hasn’t created a panic.  However, it affects everyone and we would prefer security for our dividends rather than impressive announcements and payouts to please the fund managers.


                    Now the chances are that innocent looking cards on accounts without direct debit facilities are linked by some computer to Mastercard.   I have been subjected to two of these bogus direct debit attempts on cards without direct debit facilities … and in Leicester there are long queues of Somalian Illegal Immigrants, or whatever they are called, who have been surprised by direct debit deductions.   They know nothing about British laws and customs and the direct debits remain even though the government grants or the Somalian government grants do not cover them!


                     It might be helpful to delink cards which do not officially have direct debit facilities from firms which indulge in Direct Debit scams.  If Mastercard is in fact Lloyds or some syndicate of which Lloyds are part then it is my understanding that they have an offshoot with some other name such as Mistercard or Maestrocard or something, specially designed for family pets issued with bank cards by Capita plc , which are specifically excluded from the lists provided by Direct Debit scammers.  I see on the wall at Halifax that punters are now expected to extract sums up to £300 from the wall, which is presumably a general policy and extends to Mistresscards (so called because gentlemen pass them on to their mistresses who are not expected to sustain DD agreements with the cloths shop or to exceed the limit without additional services).








                                                                     Best Wishes,








                                                                      Roland Graf
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