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Press Statement Issued by Ms. Gloria Goldenlay, Minister of Finance to the Free Colombian Trade Federation, Following the Introduction of ID Cards
Some of you have queried how it is that I have regularly railed against introduction of the new International Debt Cards, which the public have demanded for protection against terrorist money-laundering and tax evasion, in the parliament of the Island of  Belsize, of which I am Chief Minister, while nobody takes any notice of the Island’s Parliament, the measures get approved irrespective of  members’ personal opinions or those of the population and, as Finance Minister of the Federation, I have gone ahead and introduced the ID cards without asking anyone’s approval.  Possibly these people do not understand modern politics.

The lucky members of  parliament of  Romany Island whose election we have procured will now also find themselves appointed members of the Federation Parliament.. for which they will receive generous remunerations and pensions - provided that they do no work.    For them to achieve this there will be the formality of  what the proles call a ‘democratic election’.  None of them will vote, however, and instead we will dump more proxy postal votes for our candidates than for our other candidates - the various opposition candidates, though only we know which is which - and, in any case, they are all our candidates.  However these elections are conducted under a system of Proportional Representation.  This means that the proles do not as in an old fashioned election vote for what is supposedly their representative.  They merely participate in an imaginary vote to approve our appointing the person to be your FMP.  The appointed FMP will then get an enormous salary and free nannies for his or her  lady friends and you will never set eyes on her or him.  There is no way in which you can communicate with your FMP and he/she is not there to respond to your wishes or to mediate complaints against your local island government but merely to collect his/her salary and to approve or not to obstruct the decisions of the federation government.  If your FMP happens also to be your local MP in your island’s parliament, you will never see him/her again.

This system of international government is an essential aspect of what we call ‘globilisation’.  This avoids the irresponsible decisions made by the volatile electorate of the so-called democracies.  The entire world is controlled by Nikodemos ‘Uncle Boris’ Nikodemopoulos, Chairman of the Belsize Registered  Poncho Bolero International Pharmaceuticals Corporation of  Colombia.  The proles exist for the benefit of the Poncho Bolero International Pharmaceuticals Corporation, whether as consumers, producers or protectors.  They have no other purpose.  We do not wish them to retain the outdated counterproductive independence and freedom from control which often is to be seen under the old obsolete system espoused by the reactionary and misinformed subvertors of  Economic Reform and Progress and we do not wish our health services to be burdened with proles who are ill designed for their intended purpose - the genetically degenerate. Stupidity Quotients will be automatically recorded on IID cards - through metering the rate of purchase of fish fingers and other sensitive parameters - and those with inadequate scores will be become the responsibility of the Ministry of Euthanasia. The new IID Card enables us to keep control over the proles.  Uncle Boris has big ears and a long nose.  So you are getting these ID Cards and you can stop yelping.

Billions of Federation Proles have emailed me to inform me how delighted they are with their new International Debt Cards.  This is because the new ID cards are entirely Free and come with two thousand dong Free Credit.  Thankyou also for the free holidays, lottery wins and photographs of Non Executive Directors.  We do not at the Ministry of  Finance have the staff to contact you on the telephone numbers you suggest.  So we are just deducting the money from your credit on the ID Cards.  Thankyou very much for your generosity.

You will be glad to know that you can now throw away the great wad of  pre-existing ID cards issued by the Banco Belsize Cayman International, the Panfederational Building Society and so forth.  Your credits will all be unified on the single IID Card.  Your previous ID numbers will all be recorded on this single card and there will be a single Personal Identity Number which, to ensure security,  you will have to shout down the microphone when making your purchases.  Do not forget your PIN number.  We suggest you write it on the back of your ID card, together with your signature. If you have signature.  The signature is optional but the number essential.   If your previous numbers are not recorded on the card then you will be denied access to those accounts.  Abandoned accounts will be appropriated by the entirely independent Federation Bank and the money used to finance essential Public Projects such as the refurbishment of Mr Clever Dick’s casino on Knossos.  Money thus appropriated may be reclaimed if form 297/TML/33 is received and processed within six months.

You will be glad to know that you no longer will receive council tax bills and other irritating charges and receipts.  All taxes owed will be automatically deducted from your credit on the ID cards via the compulsory International Direct Debit.  If you wish us to tell you how much we have deducted there will be small extra deduction from your IID Card.  You will find this especially useful when dealing with our new ID-card friendly taxes which otherwise would be impracticable to administer.  If your eight year old daughter wishes to pour tomato juice over an aged Illegal Immigrant, the Chief of Police’s itinerant Tax Wardens will merely deduct the licence fee from her ID card.

We understand that previous ID Cards issued by the Panfederational Building Society were issued free of charge.  We are looking into this scandal.  It is naturally essential that there be what we call Free Charges.  Under the old system, when you bought a playstation with your ID card, or somebody else’s, the shop then paid the free charge and the VAT - and this was not charged to punter or was included in the price.  What we propose instead is that the bank will pay you a sum of money every time you use your ID Card.  So you will be glad to hear that you are getting lots of extra money.  This money, plus a bit extra, will then be refunded by the shop.  You will then have to pay the shop an extra charge which will be the money paid by the shop plus a bit extra.

Regretfully, there are some proles who have not yet acquired their ID cards.  It will take our Special Tax Constables some time to identify and deal with all of these, particularly those with the Fake Idea Cards which may be obtained by bona fide Illegal Immigrants at expedited speed from our Fake ID Card Office in Singapore at the prices quoted in the brochure.  It is anticipated that there will large numbers of proles - everybody in fact - who will either be without an ID Card or will have a deficit on the card beyond the legal limit.  We have to be selective in whom we arrest. This means we have an excuse for arresting anyone we choose and you had better toe the line.  However, if you are arrested you will be transported free of charge to our Luxury Reception Suite at Hotel Alcatrass , accommodated at the Federation’s expense and will then be released following issue of the card and deduction of  transport and hotel expenses.  If this is not feasible you will become the responsibility of the Ministry of Euthanasia and its International Health Service. 

You will be glad to hear that nobody is going to be arrested until the day after the General Election, which day most certainly will not be April lst 2005. 2005  is going to a Special Leap Year with a Free Day - no April lst.  This bank holiday will merely be known by its alternative name of  International Tory Day, to be followed a month later by International New Labour Day.  Anyone using the old terminology will be psychiatrised.

It costs us two thousand dong to issue an International Debt Card.  This is because it improves the efficiency of government and tax collection.  Therefore the three thousand dong you owe us plus the VAT for the added value to your life and standard and living will be deducted in instalments at an interest rate  fifty percentage points above the international bank rate.  The two thousand pounds free credit that comes with the ID card may not be repaid within the next twenty years, during which period interest will charged of  two hundred and twenty percentage points above the international bank rate.  Interest of  0.00001 per cen, or five percent below bank rate, whichever is the lower,  minus bank charges, will be payable on credit balances - and all credit balances will be confiscated by virtue of our new Capital Tax which we are levying to level inequalities.  These positive balances will in any case be rendered worthless by our policy of handing over large sums of money to Housing Associations to stimulate the housing market.
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