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From Mr Albert Einstein:- 

I am grateful to the International Joan of Arc Office for giving me the opportunity of stating my views on this matter. It is much more obvious than that...

I was amongst my infantile contemporaries considered responsible for the discovery of the Law of Infantile Perceptivity, that what is evident to the child is invisible to the Expert. 

Suppose that the sum of the digits of some number, written in decimal notation, is exactly divisible by nine and that some digit is arbitrarily chosen to be The Last. Then add nine to this last last digit 

If the previous last digit is zero, then nine is added to this and the total remains divisible by nine. This is a theorem discovered by one of my predecessors. 

If the previous last digit is not zero, then one is subtracted from the last column and one is added to the last but one. Therefore, in accordance with an advanced theorem discovered by Fermat but never proved, the total remains divisible by nine.

If the previous last but one digit is a nine, the one passed on from the first column continues to be passed on, extinguishing nines on the way, until it finds a home. Therefore, by an even more advanced theorem, the total still remains divisible by nine.

Zero is divisible by nine. Therefore, by adding nine successively to produce, in order, all known multiples of nine, by applying the above proof repeatedly, it is demonstrated that the digits of all positive multiples of nine, using decimal notation, are divisible by nine. By a theorem attributed to Archimedes, negative numbers have the same digits as the corresponding positive numbers... 

When I noticed this in passing, when a two year old, I immediately checked on multiples of eleven in duodecimal notation, where the same turned out to be true. Indeed, in general, in N plus one ary notation, the sum of the digits of multiples on N are, in that notation, divisible by N. 

That is how I learnt my tables. 

For instance in Septuary Notation, the six times table is 1x6 =6, 2x6=15, 3x6=24, 4x6=33, 5x6=42, 6x6=51, 7x6=60

In Nonary Notation, 1x8=8, 2x8 =17, 3x8=26, 4x8 =36......8x9= 80

My nanny, Frau Winterbottom, for whom Herr Graf, the Minister of the Interior, had procured a Visa, repeatedly disputed this and belayed me with a flexible cane that bent with the increasing ferocity of the blows until it eventually snapped.

After the cane had snapped, my girlfriend Helga and I used the broken pieces to build a machine which we called a Tridecabus and confirmed the theorem for up to ten thousand tridecimal places. This came as a considerable surprise to Frau Winterbottom, who turned out to be unresponsive to scientific method. 

Helga now owns the patent on the Tridecabus, several prototypes of which have been sold to your Mr Ken Livingstone. 

I wonder if your readers have encountered other illustrations of my Law of Infantile Perceptivity.

Frohliches Neues Jahr,

Albert Einstein,
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Free Colombian Federation

