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Letter about bogus emails and non-receipt of ballot papers send to Leicester Mercury on June lst 2004

Two matters of interest.

(i) spoof internet messages

(ii)failure of European ballot papers to materialise.

First of all, I have been getting spoof internet messages and, moreover,other people have been getting the same or similar messages supposedly from this address though this is not in fact their source.

I got a message from my cousin in America telling me that he had been informed by the Softcom Virus Protection Services - I suppose they exist - that I had a virus on my computer. This referred to a message that had supposedly been sent on May 24th 2004. I had sent no message to anyone on that date nor indeed during the previous two weeks. I therefore sent a message back asking whether he had in fact read my supposed message and suggesting that he had been conned by what was in fact an attempt to get him to load a virus.

My cousin then sent further details. It turned out that the message supposedly or actually vetted by Softcom contained the words: 'From Gloria Goldenlay@ yahoo.com' but also was stated actually to have come from an address called 'Leicester05438@Leicester.gov.uk'.  There was a message which read simply 'Hi!' to which there was an attached folder which the recipient was invited to open. There was a claim, supposedly from Softcom, that this folder contained or had contained 'Virus W2/Netsky.p.@MM'. My cousin, in San Francisco,had, in fact, not opened it.

I have myself had numerous similar messages, some with the 'Hi!' appellation and some in other form, but all with a highly suspicious looking folder to open!  Some of them have been from Leicester.gov.uk addresses but when I have sent them back without opening they have been returned with the allegation that the sender was unknown. Sometimes the folder allegedly contains a virus killer - which is always suspicious. I have an idea that I or someone else may have inadvertently loaded a 'virus killer' onto a different computer during the epidemic last year, only cottoning on after the event that this was how viruses were introduced.

I have deleted most of these emails but I find that I have preserved for future study one similarly entitled 'Hi!' which allegedly comes from alison.grundle @ niace.org.uk  I don't know whether Niace have such a person, but the alleged sender of a previous similar missive supposedly from Niace did not exist.

I have recently had an inquiry 'Is this your message?' from cplond259.aol.com enclosing a missive in very similar format. As far as I am aware I have never sent any messages whatsoever to this particular address, whatever it might be.

I note that I have preserved also similar messages from carmichaela@parliament.uk   I don't know whether there is an address parliament.uk but the name carmichaela seems to be a misprint for 'Carmichael at'. There have been several similar errors - including a message sent to me supposedly at intercrew@intercrew.com from intercrew@intercrew.com!

There is also a message from beckp900@Leicester.gov.uk and ours@nottingham.ac.uk  There was another supposedly from the European Parliament.

There were other messages, which I have not preserved, from various alleged people at Leicester.co.uk and Nottingham.uk, which, presumably, do not exist.

Next, it was pointed out to me a couple of days ago that I had been sent a circular CAD 55423 Postal from Leicester City Council which stated that if I do not receive a postal ballot paper by Tuesday lst June .. I think they mean 2004... I should phone 0116 2995960.  I have tried twice.  I havn't yet tried electoral.services @leicester.gov.uk but will do. No doubt so will you. None of you will have received your ballot papers.

I am surprised to hear that 90% of councils have gotten out their ballot papers on time! I have only heard of one person ..in London.. receiving a ballot paper.  Maybe each council has issued a ballot paper to one person.  I find also that there are forms issued by the conservative party which must have come through the door for application for postal ballot paper ... which has to be done via Conservative Party Central Office.. where presumably Tony Blair is holed up in the Margaret Thatcher Suite.

My friend Ms Catharine al Saudi of Flat 6, 69 Upper Tichbourne St (0116 2553226), says that she has not merely not obtained a ballot paper but has not had a copy of the aforementioned circular telling people what to do if they do not get a ballot paper.  In fact, I havn't met anyone in Leicester who claims to have had any notification about the election other than circulars from various political parties expressing noble sentiments which nobody dishes out millions pounds for them to be expressed sincerely.

The Press Circulars from my assistant Ms Minerva Miniskirt concerning the General Election in the Free Colombian Trade Federation (with the millions of proxy postal votes)incidentally, were composed without thought of the European, Indian or Venezuelan Elections and in fact, as tends to be the case with Ms Miniskirt's missives, were composed several months before being sent out.  Events in the Federation do however seem to be mimicked by later events nearer home!   

