Bi-T April Fool Mystery

[Ms Gloria Goldenlay of the International Joan of Arc Office has received complaints from two ladies at the Nice Office in Leicester in Merciavostok R.U. that they have received an 'unsolicited email', that is to say, one from outside the office, and, according to them, from some unidentified site within the Free Federation.  Ms Miniskirt has been looking into this. We find that we too have received a series of out-office emails from various sites purported to be within the City of Leicester Council marketing us various computer viruses. However, when we send the viruses back, a message comes up claiming that the recipients do not exist. We suggest to these ladies that this offending message perhaps came from these people residing at their New York Centre]

Extract from Billerici Diaries, by Ms Nikola Niederstraaten, obtainable from Nikodemopoulos Publications for 578 Belsize Euros. Direct Debit authorisation and credit card number essential to prevent terrorist moneylaundering fraud.

 Diplomatic relations between the Free Colombian Federation and the Royaumes Unies have suddenly and unexpectedly taken a turn to the worse... and all because the R.U. based BT corporation has reduced its telephone charges.

 Only a week ago we were at war with the R.U., which we frequently are, since we want President Bliar to be re-elected as much as he wants President Mussulini to be re-elected.  But there was then a peace offering from the Albionic President in the form of a box of Organic English Cottage Pinks. These were received in eager anticipation but turned out to be a variety of carnation, a plant formerly popular with R.U. socialist and womens' libber, Sir Oscar Wilde Bart.. Wenevertheless planted them in a window box outside the Palais d'Orleans (just above the sign: 'Genuine English Cottage Pinks, three euros a pot') and returned the compliment by sending President Bliar a consignment of Tuna Fish. Then President Bliar arrived at the Bats Belfry Hotel, Billirici, with his consort Ms Parker-Bowles and their six foot great dane puppy, to confer with President Mussulini and as a scheduled operation within his anti-terrorist unpredictability programme.

But before the Tum Tum Narcoutes allocated to the visting Presidents' protection could intervene - on the Monday of April lst - Mr Nicodemos 'Uncle Boris' Nicodemopoulos dropped in for a courtesy visit and to present the visiting President with a complimentary copy of that mornings Billiricaya Bufera.  Not realising the eminence of their visitor and the honour they were being bestowed, the dog made unfriendly noises and Ms Parker-Bowles expleted:-

"Get yourself and your pornographic rag out of here!"

On Mr Nikodemopoulos's inquiry as to what was the cause of her displeasure, Ms Bowles made disparaging comment on the front page portrayal of Financial Editor, Ms Arsula Andress, in conference with the International Telecoms Regulator, Mr Nikodemopoulos's granddaughter Ms Nikola Niederstraaten, modelling counterfiet garments recently procured from the RU commercial centre of Leicester, further details of which may be discovered on the praemium rate internet sites listed.

Ms Undress and Ms Niederstraaten were, in fact, discussing the crisis reported on page 27 in the lead article that morning in the Financial Pages.  Ms Niederstraaten (recently spotted in the company of Ms Gloria 'Vendredi' Goldenlay, daughter of our Minister of Finance and non-executive director of Billirici Telecon, see page 28) had been discussing with the editrix the many complaints she had received about the B.T. combine in the R.U. reducing its prices - anticompetive behaviour which also caused great annoyance to President Bliar, his Ministers and his regulators.

It is customary in the R.U., as elsewhere, for providers of goods and services to nominate for their products a 'recommended retail price' (rrp) which is a multiple between five and five thousand of the 'realistic' or 'actual' price.  This enables companies to switch its customers on direct debit contracts secretly to the rrp.  This is primerally directed at dead customers and when a living customer complains the 'mistake' is immediately corrected.  rrp also enables retailers to label their goods 'Plastic Bucket, save $5000' instead of 'Plastic Bucket, Price $6000'.  The greater the savings, the more attractive the product - and the punter in a single shopping expedition can save millions.

The BT equivalent of rrp is called 'Standard Rate' - a variable rate, dependent on current usage at a particular time, calculated by computer and explained concisely on the 270 page BT site 'BT Standard Made Easy'.  Until last year no domestic telephone users had ever heard of BT Standard.

Ms Niederstraaten has BT lines installed in her holiday cottage, Buckingham Place, near Torquay in the R.U.. For years this was charged on the BT 'Altogether' rate which was used to compute charges to domestic customers. But then suddenly, last year, she was presented with a bill of ginormous proportions. She popped over to the R.U. Senate or 'House of Lords' to collar various BT Chairmen and non-executive directors.  They looked at her blankly:-

"What the hell is a telephone? Have another drink! Nice pair of boobs!  How the hell should I know?"

However Ms Niederstraaten then mentioned her query to 13 year old Fatima Patel who had recently been auditing the BT accounts, for which her boss had been paid a tidy sum.  Fatima explained that BT had been dredging for dead account holders with direct debit contracts and relatives addicted to praemium rate lines. In this endeavour they had replaced BT Together with three alternative contracts - Dogether, Trigether and Forgether. Punters had to notify BT which they chose and, if they didn't, they were put onto BT Standard. So, since nobody realised what was going on, everyone found themselves on BT standard.  It would have been uncompetitive and unfair on rivals for BT to inform its customers. So Ms Patel arranged for her thirteen year old sister, Daffodil, who worked in the BT Accounts Department, to change Ms Niederstraaten to Forgether.

President Bliar's Mother, Princess Margaret Thatcher, in accordance with the honkies' 'Treaty of Rome' arranged that numerous independent groups of company directors - independent being RUspeak for 'useless scrounger' - as in 'independent non-executive director' - amongst them Bi-T, the R.U. subsidiary of Billerici Telecom - could cash in on the previous state monopoly which then, contrary to principles of Thatcherobliarism, had been public property.  Princess Margaret also sold a few shares to the previous owners, but President Bliar then got the money back with his windfall tax and Fourth Generation Licence Fee. However, the independents' had no telephone lines of their own - which meant that Bi-T had to pay the BT rates plus its own directors' kickbacks before charging customers. Customers are in RU Accountancy counted as assets and therefore Bi-T could afford to buy customers at a loss, but, nevertheless it was necessary to introduce the 'regulators' to ensure that punters did not get the idea that independents were more costly than BT.

There are various methods whereby the regulatory objective can be achieved. Telecon Companies charge a minimum charge, which has proved a bonanza with the introduction of ansaphones that tot up wrong numbers as completed calls, and also stipulate a charge of so much per second. If, suppose, the BT charges were lp an hour with 4p minimum, Bi-T could advertise itself as 'cheaper than BT' by proposing 0.5p an hour, with minimum charge of 30p.  The minimum charge is billed for most calls.  Also, Bi-T could have special cheap rates for calls at midnight to Afghanistan and could then advertise the comparative rates for a typical eskimo customer with relatives in Kabul.

The clever move last year concocted by BT's independent management consultants made Bi-T aware of the BT Standard, since Ms Niederstraaten is, after all, Chairman of Bi-T. BT flogs charges for its lines at a lower rate at what in the R.U. is night-time. There are very few BT users in the Federation. Particular, its ogether rates stipulate nightime usage at 6p an hour (with, admittedly, 60/hr to internet users who have not seperately registered for a composite rate).  This created a bonanza for Bi-T who flooded households with leaflets comparing Bi-T night-time charges with those of BT Standard.  Ms Niederstraaten, the international regulator, made a great fuss about BT 'overcharging' and agitated that its telephone lines should be confiscated and handed over to Bi-T.

Obviously, BT sooner or later were going to cotton on and put customers who remained on Standard automatically onto the most convenient Ogether Rate. The Directors of BT, during their conferences at the Bats' Belfry Hotel, admittedly, did not cotton on. But then Miss Daffodil Patel, in the Managing Director's Office, got Nicky 'Pip Panpierre' Nikodemopoulos to write a computer program and effected the changes behind her boss's back.

This leaked out. Ms Niederstraaten, the international regulator, was appalled. Why should she be 'penalised', she ranted, by people who had not bothered to register for Ogether being suddenly charged the lower rate. President Bliar and his cabinet were also highly alarmed. This behaviour - reduction in prices -  was anticompetive.

What is Mr Nikki 'Pip Panpierre Nikodemopoulos, the outrageously handsome wedded consort of the beuateous Ms Gloria 'Vendredi' Goldenlay going to say about the blossoming affaire between his good lady and Ms Arsula Undress, financial editor of the Billericaya Bufera, who was inadvertently and unemplectedly discovered by two hundred press photographers with her new friend and fifty Nikodemopoulos Corporation Security Staff in the Club Minerva Billirici (reduced cost entry passes obtainable from Nikodemopoulos website)? See Page 5. Readers wish to know more. Turn therefore to page 6. Regular visitors to the praemium rate Billerici Telecon site 'Meet the Non-Executive Directors',$50 a second, are particularly astonished. Is this news going to seriously damage sales of Ms Vendredi's videos?

President Mussulini and Mr Nikodemos Nikodemopoulos are particularly astonished at the unwarranted attack on Ms Neiderstraaten, organised by international terrorists and computer hackers, the financial editor of a decent newspaper which has been campaigning every day against lax moral standards of tourists at the Bats Belfry Hotel at which cheap holidays are still available for only 3500 Belsize Euros a week, provided that punters book for this limited offer before it is too late.

So, because of the aforerelated misunderstanding, the Federation is again at war with the R.U.. Enemy Alien War Excemption Certificates may be purchased by R.U. tourists at the hotel's Tom Tom Narcoutes Counselling Desk. Tourists are strongly urged to share their anxieties with counsellors. R.U. non-executive directors,on account of President Bliar's oppressive regime, turn out to suffer from chronic depression and executive stress -and, over the last l8mths, over seven hundred have been found to have committed suicide in their hotel rooms after visits from illegal immigrant counsellors, an affliction of executive stress which R.U. Minister of Euthanasia, Don Moron, assures us is induced by the cheap tablets, obtainable from illegal immigrant unlicenced dealers, for EB 350 a tablet on the streets of Billirici and its Koka Koala Bars...

