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Subversive Trees

Letter to Leicester Mercury 21.2.04

PRIVATE
Dear Mercury,

I was told to expect a report in your Wednesday 18th

edition concerning a local protest against the

intended demolition of a rare archaic Black Poplar

outside Tichbourne Court in Highfields. Could this

have been a reference to the report that the

unfortunate Mr McLoughlin's voracious insurance

company blames multiple cracks in his house on

Westcoates Drive on a birch and cedar which he is no

pleading to be removed?

Mr McLoughlin has my sympathies. I also live in an

ancient house affected by 'gradual subsidence' - but

not caused by trees. Nevertheless, Leicester Council

need little encouragement. In recent years they appear

to have adopted a genocidal policy towards trees. But

the targets do regularly appear to be healthy trees

laden with commercially valuable wood and not the less

lucrative obviously fungus-affected lumber (not that

this necessarily affects the solidity of the tree). 

Perhaps, also, Towny Councillors don't like bird

droppings or leaves descending upon their cars.

Mr McLoughlin's Insurance Company can be expected to

bellyache about trees. They will also wish to collect

a praemium for potential floods engendered by global

warming, for erosion due to electromagnetic waves from

mobile phones and for potential fractures induced by

modern dustbin-lid discoteque spliff music.  If he

gets the trees chopped down, the insurance company

won't charge him less nor pay more readily for

existing damage - and the lumber-merchants won't give

him cut on the profits.

Trees might perhaps sometimes damage buildings, but

there is little evidence that they do! Not even

Insurance Companies regularly claim they cause

'subsidence'. The silver birch in your photograph is

hardly a threat - and Cedars are usually fully grown

and some distance from buildings. I am informed that

'multiple cracks', if indeed they are in the

brickwork, result from too much lime in the mortar. 

Unless your photograph is awry, the allegedly affected

house is on a hill and at the end of a block. Do the

Company mean 'subsidence' in the sense of sliding

rather than sinking.  If so, the presence of trees

might theoretically even stabilise the building!  The

might also prevent wind huffing and puffing and

blowing his house down.

Mr McLoughlin might be best advised to obtain a

insurance against reaching the age of one hundred and

ten. But you should then take another photograph in

which he does not look quite so healthy and is smoking

a cigarette. There are all manner of things that might

happen. Mobile phones might cause astocytomas. Eating

hamburgers might cause Mad Cow Disease. Eating Food

might cause heart disease. Trees might demolish

buildings. But Mr McLoughlin should not worry too

much. Compared with the evanescence of human life,

trees and houses are stationary objects. In seventy

years time these trees will be little bigger, the

house will still be 'subsiding gradually' and Mr

McLoughlin will have subsided altogether! If not, it's

risk worth taking!

                  Best Wishes,

                  Lila po Lune

[p.p. Roland Graf, 14 Springfield Road, Leicester, LE2

3BA] 



