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Letter to Leicester Mercury: Kindness to Iraqis, 21.2.04

Dear Mr Mercury,

Glancing through your pages (Feb 18th) I notice aletter from Dave Roberts of the Stop The War Campaignwhich suggests that some suppose that the UnitedStates and Kingdom 'declared war' on Iraq to rescueits citizens from Saddam Hussein.Did they 'declare war'. We never heard anyonedeclaring war. Some other terminology was used. A'declaration of war'supposedly establishes a right toinvade a country and depose its government, a rightwhich is then recognised by the 'allies' but not the'enemies'. But in the first Iraqi Invasion the USKsurely believed it already had this right becauseIraqi forces had invaded Kuwait and in the second because arms inspections had allegedly been sabotaged.The interests of the 'liberated' population areregularly quoted as a justification after the event,but they are rarely the declared reason for aninvasion. They were not so in this case. It is open todoubt whether such an interference, particularly without a request from those to be liberated (asopposed to a few people already liberated, living insome country and hoping to take over) could bejustified. Such reasoning could lead to afree-for-all- as Mr Roberts implies by citing a catalogue of oppressive governments. Somebody mighteven find a pretext for invading the UK (on grounds,for instance, of abuse of millions of innocent sane people in twentieth century mental hospitals). Fewwould have confidence that military intervention wouldreverse the misfortunes of the population, whether immediately or in the long term. The claim thatalleviation of Iraqis misfortunes was thejustification of recent hostilies does thereforeindeed sound suspiciously like spindoctoring ofhypocrisy. Best Wishes, Minerva Miniskirt
