Gloria Goldenlay to Times of London  criticising Royaume Unie Government Advice, intended to improve the performance of boys relative to girls, against schoolchildren being allowed to revise privately for exams.

15.2.03

Dear Times, 

I am sorry to hear that the government does not approve of school children, some of whom are above school leaving age, being given free time to revise or not to revise for GCE exams. Class teaching during this period is apt to be remedial revision, or first vision, for the majority who have covered or kept up with less than a third of the course. The government's intention discriminates against the minority, preventing them rather than enabling them to revise. My recollection of exams is that it is more essential to be relaxed than to conduct last minute revision, which may cause confusion or a preoccupation with recently revised material during the exam. It is also useful for victims to prepare and revise in private in their own way and in accordance with their own needs… such as by their going through old exam papers at their own pace or going for a walk in the park. If the girls want to get higher marks than the boys, let them do so. It is in any case, not a matter of all the boys or all the girls and in the subjects that matter, sciences and mathematics, if they are still taught, gender makes little difference. Forcing children to attend remedial classes instead of playing football is not going to help those who are going to get the high marks. Is this perhaps how the government proposes to equalise the gender performance?

Best Wishes, Gloria Goldenlay
