Mad Monk apologises for boring Scottish General Practitioners

It appears that the Ministry of Truth of the Free Colombian Federation has caused some offence or perhaps merely inconvenience to some General Medical Practitioners in the Royaume Unie, or in its Hibernian parts, which perhaps, though unfortunate, is inevitable.  We send to Dr Conan Doyle and his colleagues apologies for any bother generated. 

No notice should be taken of an apparent argument with the British Chess Federation. The alleged complainant was a member of the Mad Monk's chess club during l964-7 and then went on to form his own club. He is a very efficient organiser who has dedicated most of his life to chessplayers and has tendered the Mad Monk valuable support,but, as happens, has had to put up with a great deal of hostility and prejudice.  The Mad Monk, Dr Roland Graf, was during the latter l960s the most prominent chessplayer amongst medical students - though there were then amongst the GP community at least two other chess players, Dr Stefan Fazekas and a Dr Howson, who wrote the chess column in the GP magazine.   Both were characters in their own right.  The Mad Monk set up the United Hospitals Chess Club as well as his own Highcross club, to which Mr Cyprian Johnstone for a while belonged. The Accused's club more epresented the underpriveleged than the privileged in chessplayers' internal politics .. but this is of little interest to GPs.  Mr Johnstone did not know who the Mad Monk was and the whole thing was probably intended as a joke. This does however demonstrate the dangers of taking such outbursts or intended comedies seriously.

The Mad Monk was more a scientist or mathematician who entered medical studies against his will, knowing that it was a hiding to nothing. He gave up medical practice in 1974 after unpleasant experiences at two somewhat dubious hospitals in l971-2 and a period of working only NHS hospital locums - which came to an end when the government temporarily banned non-agency locums. His point of view is more that of an outsider, but the arguments which General Medical Practitioners wish they could express are largely the self-same outsider assertions.  Circumstances have conspired to make these lengthy  missives on this and that necessary - though this had never been the intention - and it may have proved inconvenient that the Ministry has recently been sending emails directly rather than as attachmentswhich can easily be discarded if the recipient is toobusy to read them.Tell Dr Arthur Conan Doyle that the Federation has a forgiving nature and that we will continue to include his novels in our schools' Pommie-Studies Syllabus despite the misunderstanding. 

Best Wishes Minerva Miniskirt, Minister of Truth, Free Columbian Federation, and Press Officer to the International Joan of Arc Office, Palais d'Orleans, Place d'Orleans ,Port aux Bicyclettes, Isle de Belsize.

