Mr.  Johannes Kepler criticises Royaume Unie Science Examinations

Mr. Johannes Kepler, Scientific and Technical Advisor to the International Joan of Arc Office and to the Free Colombia Federation (MCL) has precipitated a diplomatic crisis by inadvertently wading into the argument over the Royaume Unie’s allegedly declining educational standards.  Your President Bliar’s Old Etonian uncle, Mr George Orwell, in his historical novel 1984 discusses the political control in the RU of the number of concepts available to the population through restriction of the number of words available in language. This is discussed in a scientific context in the Mad Monk’s essay on Probability Tensors (on the use of imaginary functions in quantum mechanics) and is discussed from a political and psychological viewpoint in the Mad Monk’s Memoirs, Pictures in the Attic, some chapters of which are currently available onhttp://www.geocities.com/intercrook/GMC.html.

The amalgamation of differing or contradictory concepts into a single concept may, for instance, be indicated by the use of a prefix such as ‘fucking’ or ‘valid’ –so that the Alleged Bullying Liar, the lawyer representing Nottingham Council in the Harley Street compulsory purchase cases of l980-90, allegedly uses the term ‘valid’ document to refer to any document, whether valid or not and can therefore treat any document as ‘valid’ in a more restricted sense. 

The number of concepts used by scientists depends on contemporary experience and technology. Thus, in the palaeolithic era there existed no distinction between mass and weight. Similarly, in the nineteeth century Royaume Unie there was no discernable rate of inflation and therefore no distinction between price and value, a distinction still not recognised by the R.U.’s economists, lawyers, greengrocers and estate agents. When Isaac Newton, a seventeenth century Lucasian Professor of Mathematics, that is to say, Professor of Business Studies, at the University of Cambridge – a former Director of the International Joan of Arc Office against whom the l697 Blasphemy Act was directed - was as a last resort called in to sort out the R.U. economy, after all the Experts had been discredited, he recognised that the R.U. was a nation of shopkeepers. So he ordained that the unit of weight be the same as the unit of money – the punt or libra – a pound of sterling silver – which cost more and weighed less on the moon that on the surface of the earth or when packaged in supermarkets than when sold on a street market stall or as slimming food and which both cost less and weighed less in Italy. 

In the Free Columbia Federation (MCL), however, we have been seeking to extend our intergalactic market in remedies for Multiple Sclerosis. Physicists at the MCL space agency recognise a distinction between mass and weight. Mass is not a word traditionally used by greengrocers nor a concept traditionally recognised by greengrocers. It is the amount of substance or matter contained in a quantity of tomatoes and remains the same irrespective of whether the tomatoes are on the moon, on the surface of the earth or floating through space. Mass is measured in kilograms, units that were specifically introduced as a measure of mass rather than weight. Weight however is a vector quantity or force exerted on a mass in some direction in its current environment – and depends familiarly on the gravitational attraction experienced on the surface of the earth or the moon. This attraction on the moon is less than on the earth, which is why greengrocers on the moon sell tomatoes in large lead boxes (for which there is an extra charge in punt, through customers may bring their own previously used boxes when they go shopping). Accordingly weight is measured, in accordance with Sir Isaac Newton’s second law of motion, which does not appear in the R.U. GCE O LevelPhysics Syllabus, as a Force – a product of a mass and an acceleration, measured in Kilograms-metres per second per second, known as Newtons.

Disciples of the late Albert Einstein may recall the dictum of their guru that scientific progress is kept back not so much by the obscurity of reality but through the educated and socialised adult being hamstrung by prejudices or restrictions on perception imposed by contemporary adult concepts. What is obvious to the child is incomprehensible to the adult. Such Einsteinian disciples may be quick to declare that mass is a psychological concept or a concept of convenience, an illusion and redundant. It would be more realistic to describe tomatoes as being a quantity of energy rather than mass. None of us are perfect and, indeed, some of our scientists already regard mass-weight physics as obsolete, but for current practicalities it is relevant to make a distinction between mass and weight.

Mr Kepler was astonished to discover in a ‘GCE’ examination in ‘physics’ to be taken by sixteen year olds in the R.U., where there are no science teachers, asked the pupils to name the ‘unit of weight’ and the computer marked as correct the incorrect answer, in the context of physics, ‘kilograms’, which are units of mass. That was the only correct answer recognised and pupils who instead opted for the correct ‘Newtons’(which was not mentioned) lost vital marks and failed to obtain the l00% and grade A otherwise universally achieved by pupils in the RU (under government orders). 

In the l950s and l960s it would be drummed into pupils studying physics, or general science, at an early stage that weight was not mass, they would never have used the word ‘weight’ when referring to mass and such a mistake would never have been made. So Mr Kepler contacted the Chief Examiner of the Board in question, expecting the mistake to be acknowledged and corrected. Instead he received a shirty reply.  “Try asking a Greengrocer”, he replied, “for a Newton of tomatoes!  ”In the Free Colombian Federation children are taught the language of greengrocers in the syllabus for their B.Sc (Economics) and the language of physics in the syllabus for their B.Sc.(Physics). We expect workers at our Space Centre to speak the language of physics.  It turns out, also, that ‘Combinations and Permutations’, which are the basis of statistics, have also been dropped from the Royaume Unie ‘O’ Level Mathematics Syllabus, because, supposedly, they are too difficult and obscure for the teachers… er, the pupils. It is true that in the l950s Combinations and Permutations were included only in an an experimental 'O' level syllabus, broadly equivalent to a modern 'A' level, taught to a handful of pupils, including the Mad Monk, but nevertheless statistic questions in GCE and degree papers are very easy, a free gift, consuming less than a minute of the twenty minutes allocated for each question.  In earlier volumes of Pictures in the Attic – a summary of some chapters of which may be found in  http:// www. geocities.com/minniminiskirt/angie.html –the reader discovers that bookmakers were unable to understand his submissions presented in terms of combinations and permutations despite this being the language of turf accountants – or at any rate, could not understand and accept the bets after he had won. Nevertheless the UK’s yobbo population might find it useful to think statistically when visiting the betting shop – and such a capacity might also save their medical profession from the theories and delusions. Our Institute of Pommie Studies on Montmandie is very interested in educational standards in the R.U. since we hope to import former R.U. citizens as illegal immigrants to man our industries. We propose to get rid of these when they are no longer being used or useful and we do not wish them to reproduce. Naturally, we do not wish such importees to be too educated, to be Guardian-reading degenerate liberals who might organise Trade Unions. When your President Bliar’s mother, President Thatcher, ordained that Britain should become a working class slave state – a politics explained in the published volumes of Pictures in the Attic – we became very gratified by the absence of scientific and mathematical education in the R.U.’s schools. This did not reach public cognisance in the R.U. until the l990s when the supposedly worst schools were identified by inspectors and privatised. It was found, for instance, that there were unusually low performances in English in Leicester, which had the nationally highest ratings for Bengali, Gujurati and Polish. However, our own investigators where not quite so delighted at what we found. The R.U. schools appeared to be much improved, as compared with their l980s abyss, and we were evenjust as much impressed by the Caribbean Boys in the bad schools as the Asian Girls in the good schools. It was even arguable that education was not so much worse than it had been in the l950s but different, much being taught to pupils that remained unknown to their intensively l950s educated elders. We have been very seriously concerned therefore that educational standards in the contemporary R.U. are inadequately inadequate. We are gratified therefore with this news that President Bliar may be reintroducing the valuable educational reformation pioneered by his mother.
