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Santa Celebrates Xmas 2003
Santa Claus has taken the advice of management consultants and reorganised his obsolete loss-making enterprise.  He now sells his wares on the High Street instead of popping down the chimney.  Your Royaume Unie entrepreneur and eugenicist philanthropist, Der Nikolo von die Hochstrasse, surely is the eminent citizen of the Free Colombian Federation who has been celebrated in the Guinness Book of Records as the world's most generous taxpayer and, presumably, donor to the New Laboratory Party when it was still the Conservatory Party.  It remains a mystery on the Isle de Belsize that your President Bliar has not awarded this outstanding a citizen one of your peerages.  The only explanation we can produce is that he has forgetten to anglicise his name to Father Christmas.

Those familiar with the Mad Monk's Memoirs will be aware that during the l980s there were pressures to abolish hereditary peerages and that there was agitation by the Minority Political Parties that you should adopt the so-called electoral system of Proportional Representation.  Your 'first past the post' system resulted in the party which according to the published poll had a one per cent lead over the runners-up registering a massive majority.  However, the various versions of PR do not necessarily avoid this problem and result in the electorate being forced to vote for the parties rather than the individual - so that then the MP is appointed by Central Office and not the voters.  The Mad Monk, who long ago had been promised a hereditary peerage, came up with the compromise at first enthusiastically received by the Labor and Liberal Parties that your House of Commons be elected via the existing system and that your Senate be replaced by a chamber elected by P.R.

The Tory Party, according to the votes supposedly cast, had a traditional majority. Irrespective of the excuses invented for election results, the voters invariably voted for the party for whom they had always voted (that is, if they bothered to vote).  The unpopular polices of Margaret Thatcher led however to avoidance of the Conservatory Party by new voters, so that every year support for that party was reduced by 0.2% (of the total). So long as that party maintained over 33% of electoral support it was by the split in the opposition guaranteed an overwhelming majority.  It was predictable, however, that around the year 2000 their support would pass below threshold and they would find themselves suddenly without seats.

President Bliar, however, had his attention drawn by his advisors to the previous electoral successes of Margaret Thatcher and adopted her policies.  The result was that when the time came the Conservatories were not eliminated entirely and that during subsequent years new voters were disillusioned and only Nazis retained an interest in politics.

There is the Royaume Unie a tradition of rule by a Public School Educated aristocratic gerontocracy of figurehead rulers that is out of touch with contemporary reality and the tool of Experts and Pressure Groups.  This has evolved into every committee elected democratically or appointed on merit being itself regulated by a sub-committee of inept inebriated jolly good fellows,the Neddies, Chairpersons or Non-executive directors,- has beens or never-wases.  Plans to democratise the House of Lords were therefore abandoned and instead the new peers were to members of the club.

In the Free Columbian Federation we are copying all the brilliant ideas on taxation devised by your President Bliar and his mother, the Countess Thatcher of Finchley. We have abolished income tax and call it, instead, National Insurance and we have 17% 'added value tax' - which is another name for 'income tax'. We also are introducing the poll tax, which has now been renamed the 'identity card'.  Credit Card data will be recorded on these cards and we will automatically deduct all taxes and levies.  We are introducing our pay-as-you go crime tax whereby citizens will pay in advance for the right to commit crimes, or be charged a small extra administration charge for payment after the event.  Season tickets or booklets of multiple crime permits are to be available in advance at a significant discount.  We are have also succesfully introduced our so-called 'low interest rate' Bread and Circuses electioneering policy whereby we will be able to tax the 'profits' or inflation in prices that this inevitably precipitates.  The inflationary consequences, such as the recently announced increases in charges for fuel and transport, and the reduction in the value of savings and pensions are delayed, hopefully to the brief period of rule by the opposition party which we have arranged.  We are reducing public expenditure by making available privatised versions of all the government provides - for which the punters will have to pay extra - in addition to numerous additional charges for the services we supposedly provide.  We understand that your President Bliar is desperately trying to get kicked out so that your Opposition can take the blame but is finding himself inexplicably unsuccessful.

We are on the Isle de Belsize very interested in the politics of the R.U., from which we hope to import a high percentage of the illegal immigrants on whom our economy is to rely.  For this reason the Delmonte University on Montmandy has an internationally renowned state-sponsored Department of Pommie Studies.

The definitive textbook of Pommie Studies is the Mad Monk's Memoirs, Pictures in The Attic. For the benefit of those not familiar with this work it is being published on the internet.  Unfortunately there have been unintended delays and punters for the time being will have to make do with the unperfected versions of Volumes 7 to 10 that appear on http://www.geocities.com/intercrook/GMC.http, the copies of Press Circulars which appear on http://www.geocities.com/onklboris/index.http (or wendy.http) and the summaries of a few chapters of volume 5 currently on http://www.geocities.com/minniminiskirt/angie.http

We apologise for the delays in production of the Memoirs and of Press Circulars summarising chapter content.  You will have to make do with what you get.  Meanwhile Santa Claus, that is to say, Lord Nick of the High Street, wishes you a Happy Xmas.


