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A remarkable chess problem rediscovered

Monsieur Keane,                                                          Palais d'Orleans,

Redactor d'Echecs,                                                       Port aux Bicyclettes,

La 'Times' de Londres                                                  Isle de Belsize

Royaume Unie                                                             10.12.03

 Dear Mr Keane,

Congratulations on our recent successes on the football field.

Mon ami Monsieur Le Harold Bird has asked me to draw your attention to a chess position - Speelman v Agdestein - which was recently published in La Times de Londres.  The position 6r1/pp5rk/3p4/P1pP1pqb/ 

2P1n1n1/2PNPB1p/RQ5P/2B2R1K/

Mr Bird informs me that this was of a series of positions which he published in 'The Lady' magazine with the theme "Find a move for Black which does not force a win".  Mr Bird tells me that the solution to this problem is not as obvious as it seems to be.  In fact, the solution is so difficult to find that Monsieur de Marquis de Queensbury offered for the first correct solution received a vacation on the Isle d'Alcatrass with Milord le Redactor of la journal La Lady - and yet not a single correct solution was received.

It is my understanding that Mr Speelman, bored with a succession of victories, took lessons from the former Leicestershire player Mr Philip Lucas on how to force an oppenent to win whether he wanted to or not.  This skill imparted by Mr Lucas, the world's first grandmaster in sui-chess, enabled Mr Spielmann to manoevre Mr Agosti into this remarkable position first discovered by Mr Bird.

