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Tax Reforms in the Free Colombian Federation

Identity of Sir Cyprian Johnstone: Federation ‘Pay as You Go’ tax on criminals to be collected by police as a fee for licence to commit crime

You may recently have received a missive entitled 'Teen surfer shark attack' expecting to receive the Rotters' News Agency release of that title and have been surprised to find a report from Miss Minerva Miniskirt of the International Joan of Arc Office concerning infiltration by pornbrokers of the computers controlling defence installations.  Because some protesters then claimed there existed no English word 'pornbroker' Ms Miniskirt forwarded a further analysis of the Poisoned Porn Variation prepared by the Brittle Cheese Federation - which was mistakenly changed by our spellchecker to 'British Chess Federation'.

This was followed by a protest, apparently on behalf of the British Chess Federation, emanating, my colleague Ms Lila po Lune tells me, from one Cyprian Johnstone.  It is likely that not all for whom that missive was intended received it.  We would therefore like to clarify matters by explaining that we have now searched through our archives and have identified Cyprian Johnstone.

Readers will recall that when William the Conqueror set up his English Secret Service he put it into the charge of Sir Carnaby Chief, who signed his internal memos with the letter 'C'. short for his surname,'Chief'.  This practice has been perpetuated and to this day his successors have signed their names and been known as 'C'.  It is less well known that at the same time King William appointed as his chief judge or Lord Chief Justice one Sir Cyprian Johnstone, lord of the fiefdom of Little Rock in Normandy, who signed his memos C.J..  To this date the Lord Chief Justice of England is always known as Cyprian Johnstone, which is abbreviated 'C.J.'.

There have sometimes been allegations that information given by Ms Miniskirt is not always correct, but you will find in any textbook of law that the Chief Justice's name is always abbreviated 'C.J.', which proves it.  Confusion may have been caused by the name being given in full in place of the usual and well-known abbreviation.

Miss Miniskirt in her apology to the Chief Justice refers to the British Chess Federation pioneering the poll tax or capitation fee, a matter extensively discussed in the Mad Monk's Memoirs, volumes 6-9 which are to be found on http://www.geocities.com/intercrook/GMC.html.  There is further reference to the antecedents of this politics in the summaries of chapters 1 and 2 of volume four which are to be found on http://www.geocities.com/minniminiskirt/angie.html

Ms Miniskirt explained that the parliament of the Free Colombian Federation,which meets at the Palais d'Orleans at Port aux Bicyclettes on the Isle de Belsize, is now introducing a poll tax under the name 'identity card' and that the police will be employed to collect this, thereby avoiding their time being wasted in molesting employees of the Poncho Bolero Pharmaceuticals Corporation engaged in their legitimate business.

Ms Miniskirt, of course, did not mean that the police were to be impeded in their function as taxcollectors.  Indeed, this is to be extended.  We are much indebted to our colleagues in the Royaume Uni for their brilliant ideas on taxation.  Henceforth citizens of the Federation will have to pay for their crimes - at a set rate - which is to be collected by the police immediately before the crime is committed (plus VAT) or, with a small surcharge, after the commission of the crime.  A citizen of the Federation, for instance, gains the right to be 'drunk and disorderly', as we call it, on payment of a fee of ten thousand Free Colombian Dong.  Battery of a member of the opposition political party will cost fifty thousand Dong and...

However we are not introducing these reforms - the Identity Card Tax and Pay As You Go Crime - immediately but instead we have made arrangements with the Opposition Party, who will retain their title 'The Opposition Party' to take on government for a brief period during which these reforms will be introduced - and they will also take the blame for the consequences of our Bread and Circuses or so-called 'low interest rate' electioneering policy. 

