A CHINESE CHARACTER STORY

Etymology

Do you know what the word “etymology” means?  Lets look it up.  It means the study of the origin of words.  In other words, it means the study of where the words came from.  I like to study etymology.  It is a science.  I like science because it deals with the facts.  If a person is going to be wise they will look at the facts.


Etymology is one kind of study we can do to see what was happening when our fathers thought up the words.  It tells us what they were thinking, seeing, feeling, hearing, and experiencing at the time that they made the words.  It also tells us any messages they wanted to leave us.


The study of the Chinese language is very revealing as the words are characters which are still in the form of pictures.  English words come from putting letters from an alphabet together to form a word.  Chinese characters are directly from the earliest forms of writing; pictures.  So, it is easy to study the etymology of the Chinese words.  Additionally, the Chinese people and language is about 5000 years old.  The English language is about 500 years old.  To get a more accurate picture of early history, it is good to study the etymology of the Chinese characters.


Some will try to tell us that some of the “strokes” are without significance.  However, this is not true.  I don’t think the words were put together randomly and without plan.  So, when you look at the words, use the approach that every “stroke” is with great significance and study to find the meaning.   This takes work and that is why some people will not do it.  For example lets look at the Chinese word, garden.
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Garden

We are going to look at the ancient form of the word because we want to find out what the early Chinese fathers thought when they made the word.  This is the Chinese character for the word garden.  It is made up of four significant characters and the study of this word tells a very amazing story.  
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This character means surround, enclosure, or protect
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This character means earth, soil, dust, or dirt.
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This character means mouth.
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This character means two people.  The first part of this character shows [image: image6.png]


 a form of writing the word man.  It is actually called side man as it is never used by itself.  The second part of this character is the character for man [image: image7.png]


 on its side [image: image8.png]


.  Together they form the character that we see and it tells us a story of two persons; one from the side of the other.


So, in the Chinese character for the word garden, the ancient Chinese fathers were trying to tell us a story.  They wanted to tell us that; when they think of a garden they think of surround, dirt, mouth, and two persons, one from the side of the other.  All of this makes little sense unless you research to find the meaning of the story.  Why did the Chinese fathers think this?  Why did they not think of surround, dirt, water, and sun.  That is what I think of in a garden.  Maybe you think of other things. 




But, why did the Chinese fathers think of what they did?


There is another place in history where there is a story of two people in a garden: the Holy Bible.  The Bible is the words of God [image: image9.png]


.  There are many stories in the Bible.  All of them are true.  One story is of a beautiful garden called Eden.

The Bible teaches that God [image: image10.png]
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 the man (Adam) and the woman (Eve) and enclosed them in a beautiful garden.  “And the LORD God [image: image12.png]


 formed man [image: image13.png]


 [of] the dust [image: image14.png]


 of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul [image: image15.png]D



”, Genesis 2:7. 

In the Garden God and Adam were friends.  The Bible teaches that God created all of the animals.  God brought the animals to Adam to see what he would call them.  He had fun naming the animals and was amazed at how many different animals God could make.  Perhaps Adam could not think of any more names.  The Bible does not say exactly.  I also think that when Adam named the animals he always saw a male and a female.  Over and over again, this is what he saw.  Finally he realized that there was no girl for him.  Maybe God was teaching Adam what it is like to be alone.  At that time, Adam knew how God felt.  There is no one like God.

God loved Adam.  He created Adam because He wanted to love him.  God knew that Adam was feeling lonely.  God saw that it was not good for Adam to be alone.

Then the Bible teaches that God [image: image16.png]


 caused Adam to sleep.  He then took a rib from Adam’s side.  From the rib, God formed the woman.  God chose a rib because the woman to was not be above Adam or below Adam.  The rib showed Adam that this woman was for him because she was a part of him.  Then God placed them both in the garden that He had made.

It seems as if the Chinese fathers knew this story.  Why not?  After all, the Chinese people and language are about 5000 years old.  The Bible teaches us that the earth is about 6000 years old.  The Chinese written language is the most accurate study of etymology.  The Chinese fathers taught us the same story of the Bible.  They taught us this story by putting it into their words long before the Bible ever existed as a book.




What is it that the Chinese people know?  Is it proof that the Bible is true and that God is real?  Is this what the Chinese fathers wanted to pass on to their children?  Why do the Chinese people not tell the world?  Is this just a coincidence?  Perhaps.  But, lets be scientific and search for more evidence.

Create

The Bible teaches that God [image: image17.png]
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 everything.  Before God, there was nothing.  Many men do not like to hear that.  They like to think that there is nothing smarter than themselves.  True scientist are always in search of knowledge.  Because they search, it proves they really don’t believe they know everything.  They are telling us they need to learn something.  This is good.  Why then do some scientist not believe that everything was created [image: image19.png]


?  It is because they choose to not believe it.  They choose to believe something else.  What did the Chinese fathers believe about creation?
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Create


The word create means to make something out of nothing.  We cannot create anything.  We can make things but we cannot create anything.  We make a cake from flour, water, milk, eggs, sugar, etc.  We do not create a cake.  Lets look at the word create.  
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Dust, earth, soil, or dirt.
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Mouth.

[image: image23.png]



“Pieh”.  It means life or movement.
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Walking or able to walk.


Here in the Chinese word create, we can see a very special story.  We can see what the Chinese fathers wanted us to think of when we used the word, create.  They wanted us to think of dust, mouth, life, and able to walk.  Now, one must ask himself what thing can a man create from dust using his mouth that has life and is able to walk?  Well, of course, man cannot create anything.




The Bible teaches that God created everything, including man. “And the LORD God [image: image25.png]


 formed man [image: image26.png]


 [of] the dust [image: image27.png]


 of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul [image: image28.png]D



”, Genesis 2:7.  In the story of the garden we learned that God created man from the dust of the ground, breathed (using His mouth [image: image29.png]


) into him the breath of life [image: image30.png]


, and the man stood up and walked [image: image31.png]


.  He was not a baby.  A baby cannot walk.  Only a grown man is able to walk.

It seems as if the Chinese fathers knew this story from the Bible.  It also seems as if the Chinese fathers wanted their children to remember this story.  Every time their future children would use this word, the Chinese fathers wanted them to remember a special story.  Why is this story hidden in the Chinese words?  Only God could do such a thing.  Or, is this another coincidence?  Lets continue our study.

God’s Warning


Now we will continue the same story of the garden looking at more Chinese words.  First, lets see what the Bible says: “And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil”, Genesis 2:9.  In the Bible, God placed two very important trees in the garden: the tree of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God told them that they could eat of any of the trees as they pleased, except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  He said, “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”, Genesis 2:17.  God had given them a very special warning.  He warned them because He loved them.  He told them that the day they eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they will die.  















Forbid


The word forbid means to command (someone) not to do something.  It means to warn, prohibit, restrict, or prevent.  God did not want them to die.  He created them to live.  Up until this time, they only had knowledge of good.  They did not know evil.  They only knew God’s love.  Lets look at the Chinese word.
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Two trees.
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This is one of the “radicals” for the word God.  Literally it means: proclaim, manifest, exhibit, reveal.  This character is an abbreviated form of the word “God”.  When the hook is added on the bottom, a verb is formed.


From this word we can see that the Chinese fathers wanted to tell us something.  When we are to use the word: prohibit, forbid, warn, restrict, or prevent; they wanted us to think about God [image: image34.png]


 telling us something about two trees.  They wanted us to remember so much that they put the story into the common written language that is still used today.


Why did God place the two trees in the middle of the garden?  Why didn’t He just put the tree of life?  The Bible teaches us that God made man in His image.  Of course, this does not mean that we all look alike.  We are made with a body, soul, and spirit.  Unlike the animals, we have the ability to love, communicate, and reason among other things.  Love is not an emotion as many people think.  Love is an action.  It is something you chose to do.  It is something you must decide to do.  God made us with the ability to love because He wants us to be able to love Him, like He loves us.  So God placed two trees in the Garden so the man could chose to love God.  If the man had no choice, then he would be forced to love God and that would not be love at all.  It would be duty.  God didn’t make us to force us to obey Him.  He made us so we could chose to obey Him out of love.  This is what makes us different from all animals.





God warned the man and woman not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  He only wanted them to know good.  He loved them.  He did not make their decision for them.  He does not make anyone love Him.  He gave the man an outlet for his natural ability to love.  The Chinese fathers knew this and handed the message down to their children.  What is it that the Chinese people know that they are not telling the world?

The Devil


Life in the garden was perfect.  God cannot do anything that is not perfect.  Adam and Eve were the friends of God.  They loved Him and He loved them.  But, one day the devil came to the garden.  The devil hates God.  The Devil wants to hurt God.  He is not stronger than God and cannot fight Him.  The devil is very clever.  He hurts the people that God loves.  Then, because of God’s love, God himself will be hurt.  The devil does not care for anyone or anything except hurting God.  He wants to ruin mans friendship with God.  He wants to get man separated from God.  He wants man’s relationship with God to be dead.


The word “death” means to be separated.  If I were to die right now, I would be separated from my loved ones.  I would be separated from you.  I would be separated from my body.  The part of me that loves, cries, hates, ect. Would leave my body.





In the garden, God warned [image: image35.png]¥k



 Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree because if they ate, that day, they would die.  God meant they would be separated from Him.  They would be dead to Him.  Their relationship would be dead.





If you had a friend that suddenly started being friends with your enemy and stopped seeing you, your relationship would be dead.  It would hurt you in your soul [image: image36.png]D



.  Your friend would suddenly be your enemy.  Why?  Because he/she chose to be.
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Devil


The Bible teaches that the Devil came to the garden secretly in the form of a serpent.  He spoke to Eve about the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Lets look at the Chinese word.
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Pieh means motion or life.
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Field or garden.

[image: image40.png]



Man or son.
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Secretly or private.


We can see that the Chinese fathers wanted us to think that the Devil moved [image: image42.png]


 into the garden [image: image43.png]


 in the form of a serpent to speak privately [image: image44.png]


 to the woman with the voice of a man [image: image45.png]


.  

[image: image46.png]



Tempter


The Bible teaches that the Devil is a tempter.  He made Eve doubt God’s word.  He told her that she would not surely die.  He told her that God knew that the day she ate of the tree, she would be just like God.  She would know good and evil.  She looked at the tree and saw that it looked good.  He tempted her.
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Devil.
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Two trees.
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Cover or covering.


The Chinese fathers knew of this story.  One must answer the question: “why does the words; Devil, two trees, and cover mean tempter?”  There is only one place where this story is found: the Bible.  If one looks closer at the character, one will see that the devil is under the two trees.  This shows that he was hiding under the cover of the two trees.

Soul
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In the Bible story the Devil told the woman, “…Ye shall not surely die:”, Genesis 3:4.  He was telling her a lie.  The Devil knew that her body would not immediately die.  He knew that her soul would not ever die.  But, he also knew that she would immediately die spiritually.  So, he was talking to her about her soul but he was not telling her the whole story.
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Devil.
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To say or says.


Here in the Chinese character for soul we can see that the Chinese fathers wanted us to remember; Devil and says.  When we think about our soul they wanted us to remember that the Devil said something about it.  This is true and is the exact story of the Bible.


God was talking about our spirit when He said they would die immediately.  The Devil was talking about the soul when he said that they would not die.  What actually happened?


God told them that they would die immediately.  He meant that their spirits would die and He would take His spirit from them.  This is separation from God, spiritually.  

Their bodies would begin to die.  Some day in the future, their souls would get out of their bodies and go to stand before Him.  This is separation from their bodies physically.

That their souls would never die is partly true.  Their soul is where we have our nature to obey or disobey; to love or hate.  If we choose to disobey or hate God, then God calls that sin.  God meant that if their souls came to stand before Him with sin, He would put their souls in a lake of fire where they would live forever.  This would be separation from God eternally (forever).  God calls this death; the second death.  When their souls stood before God, He would know that there was sin because He would not see His Spirit.

This is what the Devil wanted.  He wanted the man and woman to be separated from God forever.  He did not want God to be obeyed or loved.  He did not want God to have anything to love other than him.  He was jealous.  

The Choice


God placed two trees in the garden.  He knew that the man could not love unless he could choose to love.  But, God did not leave them to themselves.  He warned them and instructed them about how to choose.  He did it because He loved them.


Eve was listening to Satan [image: image53.png]


 and believing him.  She was starting to doubt what God said.  She looked at the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  She wanted to be like God.  She wanted to have knowledge.  When she looked at the tree of knowledge of good and evil, she began to covet ([image: image54.png]


).  



Covet




To covet is to want something very much.  She wanted to taste from the tree.  I can imagine the Devil telling her, “Come on Eve, it won’t hurt you.  See, I am not dead.  God just does not want you to be like Him.  You can make Him happy if you become like Him.  Doesn’t the fruit look sweet.  Something that looks that good cannot be bad for you.  Just a little will not hurt.  Eat some Eve”.
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Two trees.
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Woman.


The Chinese fathers wanted us to think of two trees and woman when we think of the word covet.  Why would they want us to think of two trees and woman?  There is only one place where the answer to that question lies, in the Bible, in the story of the garden of Eden.  I think the Chinese fathers wanted to leave a message to the world.  The most important message to them was a special story of a garden 

.

Beginning
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Eve looked at the tree. She then made a choice.  She made her own choice.  She chose to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  She chose not to trust God.  She chose to believe that she could become like God.  She chose to disobey.  She sinned.  When she did this, she began something new on the earth that was not here before: sin.  This was a new beginning.  The beginning that man brought to the world.
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Woman.
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Mouth.
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Secret or private.


Here in the Chinese word for beginning we can see a message that the Chinese fathers wanted to tell us.  They wanted to tell us that beginning had something to do with a woman doing something secretly or privately with her mouth.  By itself, one could think it is a coincidence.  But, put together to tell the whole story of the garden, the pieces just keep fitting.  Science is an accurate study of the facts.  What is being presented to you here are FACTS.


Yes, Eve brought a new beginning.  The beginning of sin.  Sin is the bad things that we do that make God unhappy.  Sin makes God sad.  Sin makes God angry.  Sin separates us from God.  God loves us but He hates sin.


When a child does something wrong, the parents are angry.  They are really not angry at their child.  They love their child.  At what are they angry?  They are angry at what the child did.  They are angry at the child’s attitude.  As long as the attitude remains, there is a division (separation) in the relationship of the child and parent.  But, when the child asks the parents to forgive him, the relationship is repaired.  Why?  Because the sin (attitude) is gone.  There is fellowship again.
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Sorrow

Sin always separates.  It brings pain, sorrow, and distress.  It destroys relationships.  Sin always comes from not obeying God.  It comes from choosing to do things our way and not God’s perfect way.  Sin comes from not choosing to believe and trust in God.
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Two trees.

[image: image63.png]



A piece or a part of.


The Chinese fathers are telling us that sorrow is a part or a piece of one of two trees.  Clearly, this fits into the story of the garden.  One must do a thorough study to see the whole story.  To look at one section is not to see the story.  That is why the Chinese people can use these words every day and not get the message.  One must know the story.  To read the Bible, is to gain much wisdom and knowledge.  Now, men know how to do evil.  We must learn how to do good.  This can only be understood by reading the Bible.


In the garden, Eve came to Adam.  He noticed that something was not right.  He noticed that she was different.  He knew what she had done.  Adam was now faced with a new choice.  His choice was between two people that he loved.  If he chose to be with God, he would be separated (dead) from Eve, his wife.  If he chose to be with Eve, he would be separated (dead) from God, his  creator.  The Bible teaches that Adam chose to be with Eve.  He ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  He was not tempted by the Devil.  He was not lied to.  He chose Eve because his love for her was greater than his love for God.  This made God the saddest.


The Bible says that when they had eaten, their eyes were opened and they knew that they were naked.  Before that time, Adam and Eve were both naked, but not ashamed.  They did not know how to think evil.  Everything was perfect.  They did not know that it was wrong because, at that time it was not wrong.  Now it was wrong.  They wanted to hide.  They wanted to cover themselves.
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Hide





The Bible says that God came to the garden to talk with them like He always did.  They were afraid.  They made clothes from the leaves of fig trees to cover their bodies.  They were really trying to cover their sin.  But, sin is in the heart.  God always looks at the heart.  They could not hide their sin.

[image: image65.png]



Body.
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Is (nearly, practically, almost)
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Tree.  The hook at the bottom of the tree represents a foot and tells, “to come” (from behind the tree).


The Chinese fathers wanted to teach us that the word hide means; somebody tried to make their body look like a tree.  This is exactly what Adam and Eve did in the garden of Eden.  A coincidence?  I don’t think so.

The Restored Relationship


Adam and Eve had a big problem.  They had sinned and were hiding from God.  God had found them and asked them what they had done.  He already knew what they had done.  He was giving them a chance to ask for forgiveness.  Eve blamed it on the serpent.  Adam blamed it on Eve.  They were already starting to do evil.  They knew that they were not friends with God anymore.  They were spiritually dead.  God had removed His spirit from them immediately.  Why?


God is a Spirit and He is perfect.  He could not allow sin to touch Him because: if He got a little bit of sin on Him, He would not be perfect anymore.  He wanted to hug and hold them but could not because of sin.  He had to push sin away from Him.  As long as they had a sin problem, God could not be together with them.  Death means separation: Life means together.  They were dead to God.  Some day in the future their bodies would die and their souls would stand before God.  As much as he wanted to, He would not be able to accept them because of sin.  They were separated from life.



              
          








SIN


God loved Adam and Eve.  He did not like to be separated from them.  He told them to take off the leaves of the fig tree.  God then killed an animal.  A perfect, sinless, and innocent animal.  He took the skins of the animal and made coats for Adam and Eve to put on.  If they were to cover themselves with the skins, then they would be acceptable to God.  God could hug them and the sin would not get on Him.  The sin would get on one side of the skins.  The other side - the part that God would touch - would be clean.  

Righteousness
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They did not understand how the skins would cover their sins.  They only knew that they wanted to obey and trust God so they put on the skins.  When they did this, they became right with God.  God’s word for this is righteousness.  From that time on, every time they wanted to be (righteous) with God, they would kill a sheep or lamb. 
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Sheep.
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I or me.

Here we can see that the Chinese fathers wanted us to know that if we were to be right like God is right, it was going to involve “I” and “a lamb”.  It is interesting that the word is “I”.  It is not he, she, us, or we, but “I”.  That makes it personal.  A closer look at the character will reveal even something more interesting.  Notice that the lamb is on top of “I”.  You could say that the lamb is “covering - I”.  This is exactly what God taught us in the Bible.  When the lamb was their covering, they would be right (righteous) with Him.

God provided the lamb.  God loved them so much that He did everything to repair the relationship.  He offered forgiveness to Adam and Eve as a gift.  

What about today?


From the day that Adam disobeyed God, all men are were born with sin.  Sin has been passed on from generation to generation.  God says that it is in our blood.  Our blood is corrupt.  This is why the leaves from the fig tree would not cover Adam and Eve’s sin.  The covering required innocent, sinless blood.  So God killed an innocent animal that would temporarily cover their sins.  He told them that some day He would send His son who would not only cover their sins, but take them away.  When God killed the animal in the garden, He was teaching us that some day He would send His lamb to take away the sins of the world.  The name of His lamb is Jesus Christ.  Jesus is called “the lamb of God”.

All scientist know that we get our blood from our fathers; not our mothers.  That is why Jesus came to the earth being born of a virgin.  His father is God.  He got His blood from God.  In fact, He is God.  Only His blood could take away the sins of the world because only His blood is perfect.  He is sinless.  He has no sin.  

We were born with a dead spirit because we are born in sin.  We are born with no spirit of God in us.  Our image of God is missing.  Our nature is to sin.  Our mothers and fathers did not need to teach us to do wrong: we already knew how to do that.  They needed to teach us to do good.

No one is right like God is right.

“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:” (Romans 3:10).  [image: image71.png]g g ERTE: WA XA, &R,




In the Bible, God said that there is no one who is right like He is right.  God is always right.  He is never wrong.  There are times when we think we are right but we are not.  Have you ever thought you knew something; you knew you were right; only to find out you were wrong?  If you thought you were wrong, you would have changed your mind.  But, the truth is, you were wrong.
God knows what He is saying when He says that no one is right like He is right.  His opinion is that we have been wrong.

Have you ever been wrong?

Everyone has sinned.


“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23).  [image: image72.png]230 it AFRAC
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How many people does God think has sinned?  ALL have sinned.  I’ve sinned, you’ve sinned, we all have sinned.  God is right when He says we have all sinned.  Have you ever sinned.  Have you ever disobeyed God?  Have you ever made anything more important to you than God?  Have you ever told a lie?  Have you ever thought an evil thought?  God says that YOU have.  He says it is sin.


If a person robs a bank, how many banks would he have to rob before you call him a bank robber?  Ten?  Five?  Three?  One!.  Once the person robs one bank, we call him a bank robber.  With this in mind, how many sins would you have to do to be called a sinner?  Only one!  Have you ever sinned?  Then what are you called?  A sinner!  It is good for you to agree with God in this because He said that we are all sinners.  That is His opinion.

The cost of sin


“For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  [image: image74.png]
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A wage is something that a person “owes” you for the work that you have done.  God says that sin is like a work; a work of disobedience.  He teaches that when we sin, He owes us “death”.  God is perfect and holy.  He always pays His debts.  Even when He does not want to, He must because He is perfect.

The payment that God is going to give us is death.  This is not only our body dying.  It is our soul being separated from Him forever in the lake of fire.  God calls this the second death.

“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” (Revelation 20:14).  [image: image76.png]WHET AR ) g AE K,
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 “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:15).  [image: image79.png]1588 A GF e b,





How do we get our names written in the book of life?  God is teaching us that if we die in our sins, He must separate us from Him forever.  That will be death; and death will be placed into the lake of fire.  But, God is also teaching us that we can get our names placed into the book of life.  He has told us that His gift is eternal life.  There is hope.  Like Adam and Eve, we can choose to obey God.  We can choose to trust Him.  We have the same choice that Adam had; will we accept God’s covering (Jesus, the lamb of God) or will we not accept God’s covering?

The Bible teaches that Jesus was killed on the cross.  He died and gave His blood to pay for the sins of the world.  They put His body in a grave.  After three days, He rose again from the dead.  This was to prove to the world that His blood was enough to pay for all the sins.  He had power over death.  Death could not tell Him what to do.  He told death what to do.

If you had a deadly disease that you knew was going to kill you any minute, would you want a cure?  Perhaps you hear of a cure at a medicine shop in town.  You go there in a hurry to get it.  You rush into the shop and ask the shopkeeper if he has the cure.  You are very happy when you hear him say “yes”.  You ask him to give you some and he tells you, “it is very expensive.  Have you got enough money?”

“Yes”, you reply.  “I will give everything I have if necessary.  How much does it cost?”

“Well, it is a very rare cure.  It costs 1,000,000,000 dollars”, he tells you as he places it on the counter in front of you.

“1,000,000,000 dollars?  Are you sure?”, you ask.  “That is very expensive”, you think to yourself.  You begin to lose hope.  You start to think, “I can never pay that price.  I will die.  There is nothing I can do”.

Suddenly, there is another man in the shop who comes to you and asks if he can help?  You never saw him before.  He looks at you with love in his eyes.  He asks, “Can I buy the cure for you and give it to you as a gift?”

“Do you have enough money?”, asks the shopkeeper.

“Yes, I do.  It is everything I have, but it is enough”, he tells him.  He takes out the money and places it on the counter to give to the shopkeeper.

You are surprised and amazed.  You think, “who is this man?  How can he pay so great a price?  Why does he want to pay for me?”

He knows what you are thinking and tells you, with a tear in his eye, “I love you.  Can I please pay for you?”

The shop keeper does not care who gives him the money.  He only needs to have the debt paid before he allows the cure to leave his shop.  The man wants to pay for you.  Suddenly they both look at you.  The shopkeeper asks you, “Is it OK with you that this man pays for you?”

The decision is yours.  You must make a choice.  You think, “to accept this man’s love and payment is to have life.  To not accept his love and payment is to have death”.

In this little example, God the Father is like the shopkeeper, God the Son (Jesus) is like the man who wants to pay for you, and you are the one with the deadly disease of sin.  You must make a choice.

This is the same choice that Adam faced.  It is a choice between life and death.  Actually, it is a choice between eternal life and eternal death.  Today, you have a choice to make.  You will chose to obey, love, trust, and accept God; or, you will chose to disobey, hate, rebel, and deny God.  You will chose eternal life or eternal death.

You have heard a beautiful story.  A story of a garden and death.  A story of how life was won out of death.  You know the truth.  The truth that the Chinese Fathers wanted to pass down to you.  What will you do?




Who can take the gift of life?


“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13).  [image: image80.png]BERFRLRE FELB, RLEH 0.





Here God has taught us that anybody who wants the cure for sin (God’s forgiveness) can have it.  The word, “whosoever” means: anybody.  The word “Lord” means: Jesus Christ.  The word “shall” means: will.  The word “saved” means: saved from death.  So, the verse means that anybody who calls on the name of Jesus will be saved from death and have life.  Notice, God uses the word, “shall”.  This is not maybe, or I think so.  It is shall.  God always means what He says.

Calling on the Name of the Lord, Jesus.


“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10).  [image: image81.png]IPRFT 1 BAIAERER R 3,
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How do you call on the name of the Lord?  You do this by praying.  You tell Him with your mouth, what is in your heart.  You must believe in your heart that God did what He said.  He arose from the dead and He paid for your sins.  You must agree with God’s opinion about His lamb (Jesus).  God already knows your heart just like he knew Adam’s heart.  He wants to give you a chance to ask Him to forgive you.  He wants a relationship with you.  


God is a Spirit.  So, when we pray to God, we do it in our spirit.  We do not need to do anything funny with our hands.  We do not need to do anything first.  We simply must talk to Him and tell Him what is on our heart.  When you accept God’s forgiveness, He will place His Spirit in you.  Your dead spirit will come to life.  When He sees you, He will see His Spirit.  He will know that your sin problem is fixed.


If you want to take eternal life, we can pray right now.  I will lead you in a prayer.  You will repeat after me.  But, you must not say things to God that you do not believe in your heart.  He knows your heart.  Here is what we will pray:


Father, I know that I am a sinner.  I know that I have sin.  I know if I die right now, I will be separated from you forever.  I know that you died for me.  You paid for my sins to give me eternal life.  You call it a gift.  I am asking you to forgive me and I want to accept your gift right now.  The best way I know how, I am accepting you.  I will make you my King forever.  In Jesus name.  AMEN.





Did you mean what you prayed?  Did you receive Jesus the best you know how?  If so, God has a special name for you.  He calls you His Child.  “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name:” (John 1:12).  [image: image90.png]12 Y,
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.  He calls you Son (or daughter).  You are His child.  He is your Father.  Your spiritual father.  You have life in a new family.  The family of God.  You have many new brothers and sisters.





God has also made you a promise that He will never break.  He always keeps His word.  He said: “[Let your] conversation [be] without covetousness; [and be] content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5).  [image: image94.png]SRR LA
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.  He will always be with you.  He (His Spirit) lives in you.  You have a relationship with the Creator of all things.  Only He knows the wonderful things He has planned for your future.
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