(From a paper, Sunday "How Came it into the Christian Church?' by F. L. Sharp)

WHo FIRsT MADE A L AW FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF SUNDAY ?

Tertulli an: “From the commencement [0]f the gostolic era, Christians were acaistomed to assemble for
worship onthefirst day of the week but they did nd regard that day as a Sabbath. [...] Asto the modein
which the Lord’ s day was observed in the first century, the sources of information are somewhat scanty,
but they are sufficient. They show clealy that the Christians assembled before dawn onthe first day of
the week to cdebrate the aucharist, and afterwards proceeded to their ordinary daily labous and
occupations.” Andthisalso is confirmed by other writers and hstorians.

Dictionary of Chrondogy (Art. “Sunday”), page 813 “The ealy Christians met on the morning of that
day [Sunday] for prayer and the singing of hymns in commemoration d Christ’s resurredion, and then
went abou their usual duties.”

Jeremy Taylor: “The primitive Christians did al manner of works uponthe Lord’ s day, even in times of
perseaution, when they were the strictest observers of al divine mommandments; but in this they knew
there was nore.” — Duct. Dubi, Book 2,chap. 2,sec 59.

The Encyclopedia Britannica “ Thereis no evidencethat in the ealiest yeas of Christianity there was
any formal observance of Sunday as aday of rest or any general cessation o work.” — Eleventh
Edition, Vol. XXV I, page 94, Art, Sunday.

The ealy Christian church being founded upon pinciples of eternal truth, its members knew only too
well that they positively had noright or power to make ay change in resped of the Sabbath of Jehovah.

The Scripture says: | know that whatsoever God dceth it shall be forever; nathing can be put to it, nar
anything taken from it; and God dceth it that men shoud fea before Him.: Ecdesiastes 3:14. And God
Himself has dedared: “My covenant will | not bre&k, nar alter the thing that has gone out of My lips.”
Psams 89:34.

No the ealy church dd na change the day, nar did Christ nor His apastles. But the standard
encyclopedias tell uswho dd.

How SunpbAY CREPT IN

Encyclopedia Britannica “It was Constantine the Grea who first made alaw for the proper observance
of Sunday: who appanted it shoud be regularly cdebrated throughou the Roman empire.” — Art.

“Sunday.”

Andthislaw was not enaded urtil theyea 321 A.D., approximately threehunded yeas after Christ’s
ascension.

Chambers Encyclopedia: “Unquestionably the first law, either ecdesiasticd or civil, by which the
Sabbaticd observance of Sunday is known to have been ardained, is the Sabbaticd edict of Constantine,
inad. 3217 — Art. Sunday.

Constantine was a Roman emperor and was originally a pagan — a sunworshipper. But abou the time
of hisisauing his Sunday law he professed conversionto Christianity. It was only a professon, havever,
it was not agenuine conversion. And[n]ot only did he mnred himself with the dhurch, bu “Wharey's
Church History” (page 56) informs us that he “placed hmself at the head o the church, usurped



supreme power over it and claimed the right of modeling and controlli ng it in such a manner as would
best sub-serve the puldic good.And so delighted were the bishops at the ideaof having the emperor at
the head of the church. . . .that there was nat found ore dispased to question hisright to exercise this

most unscriptural usurpation.”

Mosheim also states that the time of his professed conversion Constantine. “becane Bishop d the
Cathdlic Church.” Thusin hisdual capaaty as “Bishop d the Cathdlic Church” and emperor,
Constantine issued “the first law” ever known, “either ecdesiasticd or civil,” for the observance of
Sunaday, the first day of the week. The following is his deacee—

“On the venerable day of the sun let the magistrates and all the people residing in cities rest, and let all
workshops be dosed. In the @murtry, however, persons engaged in agriculture may fredy and lawfully
continue their pursuits; because it often happens that another day is not so suitable for grain growing or
for vine planting; lest by negleding the proper moment for such operations, the bourty of hearen shoud
be lost. (Given the 7th day of March, Crispus and Constantine being consuls ead of them for the second
time).” — Schaff’ s “History of the Christian Church,” Vol. lll, chap. 75.

Concerning this deaeg Dr. Schaff says. “He enjoined the observance, or rather forbade the pulic
deseaation d Sunday, na under the name of Sabbatum (the Sabbath), or Dies Domini (Day of the
Lord), bu under itsold astrologicd and heahen title, Dies Solis (Day of the Sun), familiar to al his
subjeds, so the law was as appli cable to the worshippers of Hercules, Apadlo, and Mithras, asto the
Christians.” — “History of the Christian Church,” Vol. VIII, chap. 75, fr. 5.

Following close uponthis, in the yea 325A.D., Pope Sylvester authoritatively bestowed uponthe first
day of the week thetitle, “Lord’ s Day.” Then on 338A.D., Eusebius, the wurt bishop d Constantine,
wrote: “All things whatsoever that it was the duty to do onthe Sabbath [the seventh day of the week] we
[Constantine and aher bishops] have transferred to the Lord’ s day [the first day of the week] as more
appropriately belonging to it.” — Commentary on the Psaims.

Later, in 364A.D., the courcil of Laodiceaissuied another very definite deaeethat “ Christians shall not
Judaize and ke idle onthe Sabbath [the seventh day], but shall work onthat day; but the Lord’s day [the
first day] they shall spedally honou, and as being Christians, shall, if posgble, do nowork onthat day.
If, however, they shall be foundJudaizing, they shal be acairsed from Christ.” The reasonfor this
deaeeis gated by the Rev. Willi am James, when addressng the University at Oxford. He said:—

“When the pradice of kegping Saturday Sabbaths, which had become so general at the dose of this (the
third) century, was evidently gaining groundin the Eastern church, adeaeewas passd in the courcil
held at Laodicea(A.D.364) ‘that members of the church shoud na rest from work onthe Sabbath, like
Jews, bu shoud labou onthat day, and preferring in honou the Lord’ s day, then if it be in their power
shoud rest from work as Christians,’” — “ Sermons on the Saaaments and the Sabbath,” pages 122, 123

Then abou the yea 458 a 459A.D., Pope Leo the Grea isued the following deaee—

“We ordain, acording to the true meaning of the Holy Christ, and d the gaostles as thereby direded,
that onthe saaed day [ Sunday] wherein our own integrity was restored, all do rest and cease from
labou.” — Cited by Dr. Justin Edwardsin “ Sabbath Manual,” page 123.

Such then isthe evidencewhich answers the question, “How came Sunday to be observed in the
Christian church?’ It was nat by any divine coommand, bu it camein gradually through a series of
human ardinances of which Constantine's was the first.



