#29
ProrPHECY — T RUE OR FALSE?

For many yeas most Christian churches have beli eved that the gift of prophecy
ceaed with the deah of the twelve gostles of Jesus. They fed that the New
Testament isthe last of God srevelationsto us. But what doesthe Bibleredly teah
onthis subjed? Isprophecy to continue dterwards? In thislessonwe shall explore
these and aher questions.

1. When Christ went to heaven after Hisresurrection, what different giftsdid
Hegiveto Hischurch? Ephesians4:7, 8, 11

2. What were thethree reasonswhy He gave us these gifts? Ephesians4:11-13
a
b.
C.

3. How long should these giftsremain in the church? Ephesians 4:13-15

Note: All Christians agreethat the gift of evanggli sts, pastors, teachers, and
missonaies are necessary until the oming o the Lord. Why nat also the gift
of prophets? The tex says that these gifts are needed urtil “we all comein the
unity of the faith...unto a perfed man.” Thistime has certainly not come yd.
Therefore the church still needs these gifts, including the gift of prophecy.

4. What is Paul’s counsdl to us about how not to “put out the Spirit’ sfire?”
1 Thesslonians 5:19, 20

5. What is hisadvicefor usregarding prophedes?
1 Thesslonians 5:21; 1 John 41

6. Why should wetest prophets? Mathew 24:24
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7. What does the Bible predict will happen in the last days before the return of
Christ? Joel 2:28-31

Note: God says that in the last days before His return He will give prophedes
andvisions to His people, both men andwomen. Prior to the world being
destroyed by a flood, God sent Noahto warn the world before it happened.
Wouldn't it make sense for God to send spedal warnings to the world before it
is ultimately destroyed by fire? But because there will be “ false prophets’ that
will come we aretold nd to “ treat prophedes with contempt” but to test them.

8. What isone of thewayswe @an test a prophet? Matthew 7:15-20

9. What test must be applied to aprophet’ steaching and work? 1 John 42;
|saiah 819, 20

Note: According to theword of God, a true prophet must harmonize with all
the law andteachings of the Bible. There have been some who have been
called prophetsin thislast century but if hisinstructionis contrary to the
Bible, he proves himself to be false. For instance, in the’70s Jeanre Dixon
and Ruth Montgomery believed in comnmunion with the dead. Sncethe Bible
teaches 9 clearly that only Godisimnortal andthat until Christ comes agan
manis mortal, no so-called prophet who kelievesin the natural imnortality of
the soul could passbly be a true prophet. (SeeTwelve Tests of a True Prophet
at the end d thislesson.)

In the fall of 1844 a youngman by the name of Hazen Foss leceved what he
believead to beavisionfrom God. Shatly afterward he wastold to relate the
visionto athers but he was afraid to doso. He said God warned him of the
consequences of nat obeying andthat if he refused, the light would be given to
someone dse. Beingfearful of ridicule, he refused to relate the vision. Then,
very strange fedings cameto him, and avoicesaid, “ You havegrievel awvay
the Sprit of the Lord.” Horrified a his own stubbannessandrebelli on, he
told the Lord that he would relate the vision, but when he assembled a
compary of Christian kelieves, he could na remember the vision. Invain
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wer e his attempts to call up the scenes astheyhad keen shown to him; and
then in deg despair he extaimed, “ It isgone from ne; | can say nothing and
the Sprit of the Lord hasleft me.” Eyewitnesses described it as the most
terrifying meding theywere eve in.

Early in 1845 Fossoverheard ayoung frail 17 year old grl named Ellen
Harmonrelate a vision she hadexperienced to acompary of believes at
Portland Maine. Hereagnzed her vision asthe onethat had keen gven hm
earlier. Uponmeding her the next morning, he recourted his experienceand
encouraged her to faithfully performher work, stating: “ | believethe visions
are taken from nme and gvento you. Do na refuse to obey God, for it will be
at the peril of your soul. | amalost man. You ae diosen of God; be faithful
in dang your work, andthe aown I might havehad, youwill recave” On
comparing daes, theydiscovered that it was not until after he had keen told
that the visions were taken from him, that Ellen was given her first revedation.

Ellen G. White was a woman who had anncredible relationship with the Lord
as euvdenced from her writings. It is estimated that she hadapproximately
2000visions varyingin length from 15 minutes to dmost four hours. During
avision Mrs. White's breathing ceased entirely. Her heart and puse
continued to beat and rer eyes were always open and dreded upward. Until
her death at 87in 1915 this messenger of God faithfull y fulfill ed her work and
bore the fruits of genuineness Neve in asingleinstancedid her teachings
vary fromthe acid test of Holy Scriptures. Her very last words uttered in a
large pubdic medingwere: “Brethren andsisters, | commend to you this Book
[the Bible].” Her lifeandwritings* edified” (built up) the church,
strengthened the ministry, glorified Christ, andled to the “ perfeding o the
saints.”

Though oty having athird grade elucation, she is one of the most puli shed
authors and her bodks have been translated into more languaggs than ary
other female author. Milli ons of people attest to the value of her writingsin
leading them closer to the Lord. Also avast andworldwide movement
embracing schods, hospitals, universities, puldishing hotses, andevan a
medical schod, arethedired fruit of her life of serviceand rer revdation
fromthe Lord. If one apgiesJesus’ test to her, “ By their fruits you shall know
them,” hefinds abundarn evidencethat her call wasindeed a genuine one.



1. A true prophet doesnat lie. Hisnon-condtional prediction will
always be 100% right and acairate. (Deuteronamy 18:21, 22)

2. A true prophet does not prophesy for fees, charges or payments.
(2 Kings 5:15, 16)

3. A true prophet does nat give even hisown private interpretation o
his or another prophet’s prophecy. ItisawaystheLord’s
interpretation based onwhat he was reveded. (2 Peter 1:20)

4. A true prophet does not prophesy in hisown name. It isalwaysin the
name of the Lord. (2 Peter 1:21)

5. A true prophet points out the sins, transgressons and iniquiti es of the
people ayainst God. (Isaiah 581)

6. A true prophet warns the people of God' s coming judgments.
(Isaiah 2419-21)

7. A true prophet edifies the church with coursel and advicein religious
matters. (1 Corinthians 14:3, 4)

8. A true prophet will bein absolute harmony with the words of
precaling pophets. (1 Corinthians 14:21, Isaiah 820)

9. A true prophet reamgnizesthe incarnation and dvinity of Jesus Christ.
(1 John 14)

10.A true prophet when in vision, will not breahe. (Daniel 10:15, 17)

11.A true prophet can be recognzed by the results of his or her works.
(Matthew 7:16-20)

12.A true prophet ads in acordancewith the will andthe gproval of
God expres=d in the Bible in general, and the 10 commandments in
particular. (Deuteronomy 18:18, 19)



ANsWER KEY To L EsSsON #29

Q. 1- Apacstles, prophets, evangeli sts, pastors and teaders
Q. 2- a to prepare God' s people for ads of service
b- the body of Christ may be built up;
c- so we may al read unity and maturity
Q. 3-Till the end o time
Q. 4- Do na tred prophedes with contempt
Q. 5- Test propheaes
Q. 6- Godwarns us against “false” prophets
Q. 7- God' s Spirit will be poured ou in dreams and vsions

Q. 8- By their fruits or adions youwill recognizethem

Q. 9- They must harmonize with the laws and teadings of the
Bible



