#23
THE MEANING OF THE 144,000

As XEsus hung onthe aossHe was tempted threetimes by Satan to come down from
the doss Christ could have dore this becaise He was God bu He hung onthe aoss
andfacel thislast terrible temptation. In darkness apparently forsaken of God, He
knew His Father’s charader, Hisjustice, His mercy and His gred love. It was by faith
that He overcame His fedings that told Him that God had abandored Him. He looked
past circumstances and His own fedings and had total trust.

In the same way, just prior to the ssaondcoming d Christ, our faith will be tested to
the very end. Thase whaose faith will endure the “grea tribulation” are cdled the
“144,000 inthe Bible. These represent those believers who have overcome just as
Christ overcame.

This gudy will tracethe experience of this groupwho have head and accepted the
gospel, the righteousnessof Christ as presented in the three angels message and have
responced to these messagesin faith.

1. What question is asked when the day of God’swrath has come?
Revelation 612-17

Note: Thisisthe secondcoming d Christ, which isgood rews to believes but
bad rewsto untelieves.

2. What similar question does Jesusask in thistext? Luke 18:8, last part

3. What isthe answer to the question at the end of time? Revelation 7.1-4

Note: God will havea people before the angels let go d the four winds of the
earth.

4.1n thistext what isthe destroying wind a symbol of? Jeremiah 4936, 37




5. How many are sealed? Revelation 7:4
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Note: Windisa symbad of war, strife and destruction. Viewed in the light of the
great controversy between Christ and S#an, these destructive forces represent
the dforts of Saanto spreadruin and aestruction eveywhere. These anggls
are hadingin checkthe plans of the enemy. Theyare ke@ing the armies of
Saan a bay until the sealing d God's people shall be accomplished. When the
work of sealingis completed then God will allow Saan's destructiveforcesto
come onto the world.

Note: This number is symbdlic of the faithful found d the end o time just before
Christ comes.

6. Are these all li terally from the nation of Israel? Galatians 3:26-29;
Romans 2:28, 29 4:11

Note: A believe isa* spiritual” Jew according to the Bible. Thus, these
144,000refer to a goupthat is described in symbadlic terms. The number “ 12
in the Bible refers to perfedion a completion. 12tribes of Israel, 12 dsciples,
etc. Therefore 12x12=144. Thethousandisfor emphasisthat would be
ultimate completion a perfedion.

7. What doesthe Bible @ll thisperiod of time? Daniel 12:1; Revelation 1212

Note: When God' s people are ammpletely sealed with His Sgrit and ae
prepared to stand duing this diffi cult time then He will all ow thisterrible time
to begin. “T hewrath of Saanincreases as histime grows dhort and hswork
of decat and destructionwill reach its culminationin the time of troube.
Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon lerevealed in the heavens
in token of the power of miracle-working demons. Asthe aowning act in the
great drama of deception, S@aan will i mpersonate Christ.”

The Great Controversy, p. 623, 624

8. What will happen to God’s people during thistime? Revelation 1412
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Note: Theymust endure the strife and confusion during this time of the mark of
the beast. Theymust remain faithful to God andto His commandments.

9. Wherewill God befor usat thistime? Isaiah 4117, 10

Note: “T he people of God will nat be freefrom suffering bu whil e perseauted
and dstressed, whil e they endure privation andsuffer for want of food, theywill
not be left to perish. God who cared for Elijahwill not passby one of His slif-
sacrificing children. He who numbers the hairs of their head will care for them
andin time of famine theywill be satisfied. \While the wicked are dying from
hunger and pestilence, angelswill shield the righteous and supgy their wants.”
The Great Controversy, p. 629

10. What description is given of the 144,000? Revelation 141-5

Note: This group ha the Father’s name written in their foreheads. Theyare
sealed in their minds and have settled into the truth so that they annd be
shaken fromit. Theyare also described in symbadlic languagg asvirgins.

11. What does“virgin” symbolize? 2 Corinthians11:2

Note: Theyare totally dedicated andloyal to Christ.

12. What promise does God make to His people? Jude 24

Conclusion: Thetime of trouble that will precede the second coming of
Christ will be a difficult one but we shall in the end be preserved by our
God who loves and strengthens us. God will seal uswith His mighty
spirit so that we can stand during thistime. God does not give us
strength until the exact moment when we need it. We can trustin Him
that He will take care of us day by day as our faith in Him continuesto
grow.



ANsSWER KEY To L EssON #23

Q. 1- Who can stand against God' s wrath?

Q. 2- When the Son d Man comes will Hefind faith oneath?
Q. 3- Yes, Godwill have apeople when He returns

Q. 4- War and destruction

Q. 5- 144,000

Q. 6- No, it is giritual symbalism

Q. 7- A time of distressor troulde

Q. 8- They will have to endure during this time with God' s grace
Q. 9- Godwill be proteding ws

Q. 10 They follow the Lamb wherever He goes and are aonsidered
blameless

Q. 11- A truefoll ower of Christ

Q. 12- He keegps us from falling and resents us as blameless



