#20
Why So M ANy DENOMINATIONS?

In John 1721 Jesus prayed for unity of His believers. He prayed that we might be one
in Him just as He is one with the Father. He prayed that we might be one so that the
world may believe that Jesus was snt of God.

But are we one? Why are there so many diff erent denominations within the Christian
faith? With so many to choacse from, it can be mnfusing to make adedsion abou
which to belongto. If the diurchisHisbody of believers then what has happened to
divide it so?

The disciple Johnwrote the book d Revelation while aprisoner ontheisland d
Patmos. The word revelations meansto “reved” andits author is Jsus acrding to
the first verse of the book. In this gudy we will be mncentrating onthe 6" chapter of
Revelation.

Read entire chapter of Revelation 6 first.

1. Who opened the 1% seal? Revelation 61

Note: Who arethe “ four living creatures?” Theword “ zoon” according to the
original Greektrandationmeansaliving being. Sone havefelt that these were

angels.
2. What wasthe mlor of thefirst horse and what did he represent? Revelation 62

Note: John,the reveator wasin the first century church after Jesus ascension.
In the time of Christ when avictorious general came back from a batle he
returned on awhite horse. It wasa sign d victory. White also symbali zes
purity. The erly church wasfill ed with triumph and puity. 1t wasfill ed with
the spirit andlove of Christ andthe gospel spreadincredibly. This period
lasted from about 33 AD to 99AD. The 1% seal represents the victorious
church.

3. What wasthe wlor of the second horse and what did he represent?
Revelation 63, 4

Note: Saanisenraged. He desiresto stop the onward march of God sarmy. In
thisnex period, 100AD — 323AD isthe beginning d perseaution by the Roman
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Army. Many Christianswere @ast to lionswhile audencesjeaedin
entertainment. Many were butchered. But the more theywere perseauted, the
more the dhurch grew. The blood d the martyrs became the sead of the gospel.
Saanrealized that he would haveto change his grategy. And so hedid...

4. What wasthe mlor of thethird horse and what did he represent?
Revelation 65, 6

Note: Paul predicted in Acts 20:28-31 that there would be a falling avay from
the truth of God. In thisperiod d corruption andmaterialismthe cdiurchis
weighed in the balanceandfoundwanting. S#&an changes his grategy and
introduces distortions of the truth. Pagars only half converted came into the
church with their pagan pactices. Christianleadersin an dtempt to untethe
Christian church were willi ng to make @mpromises. Major changes took
place The former truth and paver of the early dhurch were supdanted by
pagan pactices that continue to creep into the dhurch duringthistime period
from 323 AD — 538AD. Images andstatues beganto surfacein churches.
Church courril s beganto takethe place of the word of God. In 321AD acivil
law by Constantine the enperor proclaimed that eveything ke dosed onthe
first day of the week—and*“ the vanerable day of the sun” be enforced. Thefirst
church Sunda law wasin placeby 325AD. Eventualy man'slaws beganto
replacethe laws of God. The 3" seal represents compromise and corr uption.

5. What did Jesusteach about the Ten Commandment laws? Matthew 5:17-19

6. What did Jesus sy about those who teach tradition in the church over His
commands? Matthew 15:8, 9

7. What wasthe olor of thefourth horse and what did he represent?
Revelation 67, 8

Note: From a powerful, spirit-fill ed church to achurch that is siritually dead,
it has compromised andcome to a dacewhere the spirit and paver of Godis
gore. Sdan has been effedivein dlutingthe gospel. Thisperiod d timeis
known as the Dark Ages, the period from538AD — 1517AD. Thisisthetime
when the pope becmes the emperor of Rome and has incredible power. The
word o God s kept from the people and only the Roman church has accessto
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it. Sundg kesping comesinto the churchin 321AD, imagesandrelicsin 327
AD, finally purgatory andindugences come in dongwith the paganidea of the
imnortality of the soul andthe people have no knowledge of the true gospel of
Jesus anymore. Thaose that defy the teachings of the church were put to death.
But God had a panfor his faithful followers, “ Histrue church.”

8. What isthe message of thefifth seal? Revelation 69-11

Note: The beginning d the Reformation takes placearound 1517AD. Many
faithful people of God rise up with conviction aganst the hypocrisies anderrors
in the dhurch at thistime and ae martyred. JohnWydiff beginsto translate the
Bible into the languagg of the people as well asthe Waldensians, a goup d
God fearing people of Francewhowould labariously handwrite and dstribute
the Bible into the streds dressed as mercharts and dher non-suspeding
individuds. HussandJerome, two heroes of the reformation who will only
obeywhat the bible teaches were later burned a the stake by the Roman
church. Later inthe century, Martin Luther a priest whofound an ¢d Latin
Bible, discovered that salvationisnat to be paid for by indugencesor in
suffering for your sinsin penarncebut by faith in the Son é God. Little by littl e
Godwas at work restoring the \ital truths that hadlong keen shrouded in
darkness

9. What were God’ s disciples emphatic about? Acts5:29

Note: We are naturally bent toward reveencing those who are spiritual leaders
rather than God Himself. Martin Luther spedfically told his foll owers not to
take his name and makea church ou of the truth that God hadled hmto and
camp aroundthose doctrines, bu did theylisten? No. Martin Luther believed
in infant baptism but in 1650the truth abou full immersion bagism as taught
in the scriptures cameto light and Roger Willi ams began achurch with that
new truth. Theylater became known asthe Baptists. In Proverbs 4:18 God
shows usthat truth isto be restored likebricksin afoundaion ore brick at
time. If Godwereto show usall thetruth a onceit would proveto betoo much
for us. God restores andteaches as man can handie.

But here' sthe proeLEM. Godwantsto lead dl his children to stand onthe
shouders of those reformers and nd to reverencetheir leaders but to keg
accepting rew light as God leads. Truthisprogressve With Wydiff, we must
believein the Bible only. With Huss obedienceisto God orly. With Luther,
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salvationisa gft from God nd to be earned. With Wesley, salvationresultsin

a higher standad o living. Fromthase men of God come fuller andfuller light
but God reve intended us to camp there but to continue to embrace new truths
as he leads.

10. What isan identifying mark of a “true’ church? Isaiah 820

Note: Hereis oneinfalli ble standad by which dl teaching, dl doctrines, all
religions, and dl churches must be ewaluated. If theyare teaching ary doctrine
contrary to God's eternal law, the Ten Commandments, Isaiah says, “ thereis
nolight in them.”

11. What symbolism does Jesus use for Histrue church? 2 Corinthians 11:2

Note: God consistently uses the term “ woman™ or “ virgin” or “ bride” asHis
church. He considers Himself, the Bridegroom andHis church, the bride.

12.How isthe*“virgin/woman,” God’strue church, characterized in
Revelation 1217?

Note: Here we find that God strue dhurchisidentified by the fact that it kegps
the coommandments of God—all of them, even the fourth commandment which is
to hono the Sabbdh day, asdid Hisearly church.

13. What isthetestimony of Jesus Christ? Revelation 1910

Note: God strue church will be a church that carefully recaves andstudies the
prophedes of the Bible. Itisa churchthat believesin the Bible only andin
following dl of the Ten Commandments no matter what the outcome. Itisa
matter of loyalty to God rather thanloyalty to man.

Conclusion: We areinvolved in a spiritual conflict on this planet. Satan
isalways trying to kegp usfromreceving truth. He desiresto hinder
what God wantsto accomplish. But God s ultimately in control and He
direadswhat He will allow or not allow. Thankfully, God sword, the
Bible gives us knowledge of God swill and truth. Will we obeyGod a
man? The doiceisours.



ANswWER KEY To L Esson #20

Q. 1- TheLamb

Q. 2- White; conguest

Q. 3- Red; violence

Q. 4- Bladk; compromise and corruption

Q. 5- Hedid na cometo abalish bu to fulfill
Q. 6- They worship Himin vain

Q. 7- Pale; deah

Q. 8- Martyrdom

Q. 9- We must obey God rather than men

Q. 10 Their teadingis nat contrary to God' s law
Q. 11- A virgin or woman

Q. 12- They keep the cmmmandments of God

Q. 13- The Spirit of Prophecy



