#6
THE CHRISTIAN'S SOURCE OF POWER

In Mathew 5:20 Jesus said, “For | tell youthat unlessyour righteousness sirpasses
that of the Pharisees and the teaders of the law, youwill certainly not enter the
kingdam of hearen.” What type of righteousnesswas he talking abou? Can we
redly obey on ou own? What abou our persona strugges with sin?

Jesus was the gitome of righteousnesson this eath. Helived aperfed life for you
andme. If wewant to dscover what Jesus meant by this we must first study how
Jesus lived Hislife. What was the source of His power?

1. Was Jesus madeto belike one of usin every way? Hebrews 2:14-18; 10:5

Note: Jesus was made likeusin evey way. He became just likeone of us. He
had strugdes andtemptations. He got hungy andthirsty andtired. He hadto
bemme likeus o that He wuld qudify to become the second Adam, our
Savior. He became an example for usin evey way.

2.1f Jesuswaslikeusin every way how did He perform themiraclesHe did and
live obediently in every way? John 519; 6:57; 8:28; 14:8-11; 10:30-33

Note: The Sonwas in close conredion with His Father andit was throughthis
close unionthat the Father was able to work throughJesus. Jesus was
completely dependent uponHis Father in dl things. The miracles, the healings,
the teachings were all throughthe Father. Jesus became totally human and
dependent upon teaven for His drength.

3. How doesthis principle of union with the Father apply to us? John 151-8

Note: An appe treebears fruit becauseit isan appetreg neve in arder to
bewmme one. The same istruein the Christianlife. A Christian daes good
because heisa Christian, reve in order to become one. If we abidein Christ
then Christ liveswithin us. “ Snful men can beame righteous only as they
havefaith in God andmaintain avital conredionwith Him.”

Desire of Ages, p. 309
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4. How did Jesus maintain a vital connedion with the Father? Mark 1:35

5. What type of prayersdid Jesus pray? Mathew 26:39; John 638

Note: Jesusisto beour examplein dl things. Just as Jesuswas surrendered to
the Father, so are weto be surrendered to Jesus. “T he proud leart strivesto
earn salvation; but both ou title to heaven and ou fitnessfor it are foundin
the righteousnessof Christ. The Lord can do nohing toward the recovery of
man urtil, corvinced of his own weaknessandstripped o all self-sufficiency, he
yields himself to the control of God. Then he anreceavethe gift that Godis
waiting to bestow.” Desire of Ages, p. 300

Practical Prayer Principles

6. A Timeof Prayer Mark 1:35; Psalms 5:3

Note: God enjoys having comnmunionwith usthroughou the day. Howeve, if
we do nd turn to God in the beginning d our day for graceand strength we
will often find ouselves on ou kneesin the evaing asking for forgivenessfor
the mistakes we made because we negleded the great oppartunity.

7. A Placeof Prayer Mark 1:35; Matthew 6.6

Note: It isimportant to find aspedal placewhere youwill not be disturbed in
your time with God. It may be a spedal chair by your bed o it may be
somewherein your back yard. My prayer life was re-charged when | deaded to
go oudoasin naurelike Jsus did. Whether out on the deckin the morning a
under the stars at night, | fed His presencemore fully.

8. A Method of Prayer Matthew 6:7, 8

Note: Praye isthe opening up @ your heart to God likea friend andis
appropriate at any time, at any place in any form. Yet in those spedal moments
of aloneness in intimate comnunionwith His Father, Jesus knelt and payed

aloud.
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To Abideln Jesus IsTo Allow HisWords To AbideIn You
In Hisanalysis of how to live & a Christian, Jesus makes abundantly clea what it
redly meansto be united with Him. “If you abidein Me, and My words abide in you,
you will ask what you desire, and it shall be dorne for you.” John 157
To abidein Christ means that His words, His teadings, Hislife-giving principlesfill
your mind and transform your life. God swords contain life-giving paver. Thisisthe

conredionto the source of power inyour life.

9. Some read God’sword and receave little benefit. Why? Hebrews 4.2

Note: There are over 3,000 pomisesin the Bible. Theyare assurancesfroma
loving heavenly Father of His care andconcern. Accepting them by faith
brings a peaceand acalm asaurance of Hisloveand paver in ou lives. “ Itis
faith that conneds us with heaven, and lsings us grength for coping with the
powers of darkness In Christ, God has provided means for subdung evey
sinful trait, andresisting eve'y temptation, haveve strong. But many fed that
theylack faith, andtherefore theyremain away from Christ. Let these souls, in
their helplessunworthiness cast themselves uponthe mercy of their
compasgonae Savior. Look nat to self, but to Christ. He who healed the sick
and cast out demons when He walked amongmen is the same mighty Redeemer
today. Faith comes by theword of God. Then grasp His promise, “ Whoeve
comesto Mel will neve driveaway.” John 637. Cast yourself at His fed
with the ay, “L ord, | believe help my unbelief.” Youcan reve perish while
you dothis—neve!” Desire of Ages, p. 429

10. Without Christ what can we do on our own? John 155

11. With Christ what can we do? Phili ppians 4:13

12.What isthe purpose of Christ’ srighteousnessin us?
John 158; Psaims 23:3; Isaiah 61:3; Philippians 1:11
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Note: The glory that Godis geaking d isnat a self-centered egatistical kind o
glory but rather onethat resultsin bdessngsto athers. Jesus said in John 12
32,“But I, when | amlifted upfromthe erth, will draw all men to myself.” It
iIsnat until Godislifted up and tprified that He an kring men to Himself for
the purpaose of salvationto mankind. His glory brings blessngs to the world.

Conclusion: Just as a baby must receive nourishment through the
umbilical cord in the womb of the mother, so we, too, receive
nourishment through our vital connection with God. Without it we are
powerlessin our battle against evil. Without it we are helplessin our
struggle against temptations and sin. Our works do not save us but they
are the evidence of genuine faith in God in our lives. Andthey are
instrumental in leading othersto Christ and salvation.



ANsSWER KEY To L ESON #6

Q.1-Yes
Q. 2- It was the Father living in Him doing the work

Q. 3- Just as Fsus was dependent uponHis Father for his drength
so we aeto be conneded to Jesus for our strength and life.

Q. 4- throughcommunicaion a prayer

Q. 5- prayers of surrender or relinquishment
Q. 6- in the beginning d the day or morning
Q. 7- where you will not be disturbed

Q. 8- just open your heat to Him

Q. 9- they did na combineit with faith

Q. 10-nothing

Q. 11- everything

Q. 12- for the glory of God



