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Evaluation of Sources

Whenever you find something that you think may be pertinent to your paper, you should always consider the following questions before citing it as a resource.  Poor evaluation of a resource leads to bad scholarship, and you don’t want that do you?
· Authority - Who is this person and what makes their opinion valid?

· Currency - Is this a recent article?  Have further developments in criticism followed this?

· Accuracy - Can you verify that the information contained in this item is correct?

· Scope/Coverage - Is this specific to your needs or is it too general?

· Objectivity - Is this a biased article?  Does this person have an axe to grind with someone else?

· (Page Design) - Is this a professional site, or did Joe down the street put it together?   

A Few Places to Look

When you begin doing research for any kind of topic these are a few of the thousands of possible resources you may turn to.  I have them arranged from the least specific to the most specific
Search Engines

Search Engines retrieve web pages based on the information embedded in a particular area of HTML code embedded in the page (the <meta> tag).  But just because you find it online doesn't mean that it's either a) good or b) useful.  Always use the evaluation tools above to verify quality.

Google 

http://www.google.com/
Google is a relevance ranked search engine.  It uses an algorithm of ranking and rating to produce "accurate" retrieval sets.  Do you think that these are the most "relevant" for your search?

IXQUICK

http://www.ixquick.com
IXQUICK is a meta-search engine (meta: Transcending), it is a search engine that searches other search engines.  The results that it retrieves are ranked based on the number of references and the placement in the retrieval sets of all the other search engines.  This helps produce more accurate results in your search.  How does this compare to Google?
Web Directories

A web directory is a subject based index of webpages.  Different services have different arrangements of subjects.  Are these useful subject groups?  Also, web directories are often a human based indexing system (somebody actually picked this site).  So, the quality of material may or may not be better based on the standards that each company uses.

Yahoo
http://www.yahoo.com
Yahoo was one of the first ventures into human based indexing of the internet.  What do you think about these categories?  Are they useful?
Librarians Index to the Internet

http://www.lii.org  - Literature – English – Tolkien, J.R.R.

LII is a subject directory that has librarians indexing webpages (as opposed to Yahoo who uses???).  What do you think about the quality of these resources compared to your Yahoo results?

The Internet Public Library

http://www.ipl.org/

Literary criticism / Browse by author 


One of the first cybrarian ventures.  Are the resources available here comparable to LII?

Library Catalogs
Library catalogs are indexes of books, periodicals, etc for all the materials that any individual library system holds.  Library’s have policies dictating the types of material that they acquire.  So, Library catalog may retrieve less information, but have higher quality.
Library of Congress Subject Headings

The Library of Congress has an established set of subject headings that most all libraries use to index what their books and periodicals are about.  When a book is cataloged the most specific subject heading that exists is applied to that book.  Here are a few headings that you might try to find books about your topic.


Lord Of The Rings Tolkien J R R John Ronald Reuel 1892 1973

Lord Of The Rings Tolkien J R R John Ronald Reuel 1892 1973 Criticism Textual

Tolkien J R R John Ronald Reuel 1892 1973  (and as follows in catalog for app. 20 headings)


Middle Earth (Imaginary place)

Fantasy fiction, English -- History and criticism
Civilization, Medieval
Chivalry
Library of Congress Classification
LC also has created a system of shelf arrangement where books on a particular topic are shelved in the same area.  They use a combination of letters and numbers that have a specific fixed universal meaning.  So, if you find a call number for a book in UW libraries, you can go to the Library of Congress and find the same item.  Here are some important call numbers for your topic.  Usually a catalog will have hyperlinks so that you can see the items that are classified together.

PR6039.O32 - 
This is the LCC number for JRR Tolkien.  Every book by him or about him will begin with this number.  (PR is English [British] Literature)

HQ1143 - 
This is the LCC number for social life of women in the middle ages (HQ is Family, Sexuality, Women, etc.)

CB353 -
History of civilization, Medieval History, special topics (archaeology/anthropology)
D117 - 
Medieval History
University of Washington Catalogs

www.lib.washington.edu 

The University of Washington has a collection of approximately 6 million items.  They use LC subject headings and LC Classification.  Since they are a university library the focus is scholarly.
Seattle Public Library

http://www.spl.org/catalog/catalog.html
SPL also has a large collection of books, but their focus is on general needs (less scholarly material is collected).  They use LC Subject Headings and Dewey Classification.  Their fiction collection is filed alphabetically by author.
Databases
Electronic databases take published periodicals, extract either a) articles or b) information about the articles, and index each article individually so that they can be retrieved either a) electronically if the publisher has allowed it or b) manually if the library collects that journal.  The quality of content in an electronic database can be quite high, provided you are searching in the proper place.
University of Washington Databases by Subject
http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/
UW has a section of the information gateway that says “By Subject.”   They have arranged their resources topically here in the similar to the web directory services.  Some of the important databases for your topic include, but are not limited to:

Arts and Humanities Citation Index

This indexes the information about where an article was published and who was cited in the bibliography for that article.  AHCI allows you follow a chain of citations.


Expanded Academic Index
This database sometimes has full text of articles, but not always.  Also, the scope of this database is much more general than others.


MLA International Bibliography of Books and Articles in modern languages and literatures
The MLA, Modern Language Association, is one of the more important organizations in the field of literature research.  This database is quite extensive.
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