WHERE AM I SEARCHING? 


Every time we use a computer to find information we get the same old tool: the search box.  You put in your request and almost magically you get some results.  Well, where are these results coming from?


The Internet
[image: image1.wmf]When you choose an internet search engine like Yahoo! or Google you are choosing to search through that company's registry of webpages.  When someone creates a website they submit their web address to a search engine company and get into that company's registry.  Recently Google reported that they have registered 3 billion web accessible documents.  

But 3 billion is just scratching the surface; a growing amount of information is stored in databases and locked away from Google's prying eyes.  Web searching might take you to the top of the mountain, but you'll never know if there's gold inside.

Databases
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When you choose to search in a database you are choosing to search through someone's specific collection of information.  Databases always have a focus; it can be very broad, like ProQuest which contains information from thousands of periodicals, or it can be very narrow, like Scientific American which only contains articles from one publication.  Sometimes databases have a topical focus, like ERIC which contains only information on education.  When you search a database you start to drill down into that mountain.

Library Catalogs
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A library catalog is a special kind of database that individual libraries create to help people find items the library or its branches owns.   The kind of information you find is very brief, because a catalog is meant to help you locate actual physical items, not serve up full chunks of information like some other databases.  So, for every record in the library catalog there should be a corresponding book, magazine, video, etc. somewhere in the library.  Always remember that books have been around a lot longer than computers, and many times a book can be a better resource than a website or database.










