PLAGIARISM


What is Plagiarism?

Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else's words or thoughts and claiming them as your own, whether intentional or not.  The Oxford English Dictionary states that the word itself derives from the Latin word "to kidnap" (947).  Think about that.
What constitutes Plagiarism?

As the MLA handbook states, plagiarism in student papers "is often unintentional."  They give a great example of where: 

an elementary school pupil, assigned to do a report on a certain topic, goes home and copies down, word for word, everything on the subject in an encyclopedia.  (30)

The other form of plagiarism is the direct theft of someone else's material with the intent to plagiarize.  Before the advent of the internet people would sell hard copies of papers to each other, but now there are entire websites devoted to selling papers to students.  Just as there are sites that sell papers, there are also sites that search the text of papers so professors can find out if it's been stolen.

True research papers shouldn't be approached like that.  A research paper should be your own ideas about the topic and your ideas are supported by the research that you have done.

What are the consequences of Plagiarism?

When a professor discovers that a student has plagiarized the action that he or she will take varies depending on the situation.  Forgetting to cite a source may just constitute a discussion about where the ideas came from, but copying a paper off the internet may lead to a disciplinary action.  Please read your Student Conduct Code in the Student Handbook.
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How do I avoid Plagiarism?

· Think for yourself!  Use this opportunity to explore a topic and develop your own opinion.  

· Write down exactly where you found everything that you've read from, quoted or paraphrased.  

· Follow a standard citation practice to document the sources that you use.  Your professor will let you know which style he or she prefers.

· Use quotation marks around anything that is copied directly from someone else.

Resources you can use

The Center for Academic Integrity.  2001. <http://www.academicintegrity.org>

The Chicago Manual of Style.  14th ed.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993.

Gibaldi, Joseph. ​MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  5th ed.  New York: 

Modern Language Association, 1999.

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association.  4th ed.  Washington, 

D.C.: American Psychological Association, 1994.

Plagiarism.org. 2001. <http://plagiarism.org>

Seattle Central Community College Student Handbook. 2001-2002.
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