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Steven Brust
Annotation

Before the creation of Earth, there was a war in Heaven…
Review

Yahweh has a plan, to develop a world where the heavenly hosts are safe from the flux, the raw creative/destructive force of the universe.  This plan, if implemented, could destroy large numbers of angels, which leads Satan to question whether or not he should urge other younger angels on to their deaths.  Brust had a great opportunity to explore many different aspects of this powerful Christian legend: the description of heaven, the personality of Satan, the development of the war (all things that Milton missed completely in Paradise Lost); however, he doesn't push these opportunities.  The author neglects descriptive prose that would flesh out the characters, and focuses on fast moving dialogue.  Overall the novel feels as though it was originally written as a play and converted to a novel, due to the authors use of belated messengers, lack of proper flow of information, the deceiver (not Satan surprisingly) passing on misinformation to God…basically plot devices that anyone familiar with theater would know.  Not collection critical unless your library really needs religious fantasy, and other novels have done better.
Appeal

1) Story

This novel focuses so intently on developing the story and pushing the events that lead to the war in heaven that nothing else has an opportunity to come through.  Even language that might be interesting quickly becomes confusing, for instance, extended dialogue without a clear context of who the speakers are.  People, like myself, who like religious fantasy novels, or works about the devil might find this interesting.

Suggested Reading

· The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars - Steven Brust
· Lord of Light - Roger Zelazny
· American Gods - Neil Gaiman
· Paradise Lost - John Milton (just the first few books)
· A Dictionary of Angels: including the Fallen Angels - Gustav Davidson

· Sepher Rezial Hemelach : The Book of the Angel Rezial - Steve Savedow (Translator)

The first novel here, is my typical additional author selection; however, Brust hasn't written anything of this nature since this original novel.  The closest I could find was The Sun…, which interweaves the stories of three aspiring artists with an ancient Hungarian folktale--potentially very good.  As Roger Zelazny introduced this book, and appropriately so, it was necessary to show the connection.  Zelazny's Lord of Light is an interesting twist of science and Hindu religion.  Gaiman's American Gods is a very good choice for religious fantasy novels, taking place in the contemporary US ancient gods who have lost their followers live on with diminished powers.  Of course, any list of books about hell would be incomplete without mentioning Paradise Lost.  But I would never want to inflict the pain of reading the entire book on anyone, regardless of how well done it is…it does go on and on.  So, I'm only recommending the first few chapters where you get these sweeping visions of hell.  If Brust had conveyed this kind of vision, this novel would have been a masterpiece of literature.

I've included two further research books for anyone interested in the war in heaven particularly.  Davidson's Dictionary is a great resource and recounts additional folklore surrounding each of the angels at play in Brust's novel.  It would be interesting to compare the two.  In the same vein I've included Sepher Rezial Hemelach, translated from the original Hebrew, this seventeenth century text was claimed to have been recited to Adam in the garden of Eden--potentially scary, as items of this nature can be very spiritually intense.
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