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John Le Carré
Annotation

Retired British spy George Smiley is called back into action to ferret out one of his old cronies who has been working as a double agent for Russia. 

Review

Double agents - those who say they are for the home country, but really working for the enemy.  That is the scenario in TTSS, and it is up to George Smiley to determine which of his former British secret agent colleagues has really been a Russian plant.  It takes a special kind of writer to suck the life out of such an interesting topic, and Mr. Le Carré manages to do just that.  Here's why:  1) There is an unsuccessful split between the Smiley chapters and Jim Prideaux in the boarding school chapters.  Originally I thought that the boarding school chapters were flashbacks to these spies' youths, because all previous information leads the reader to believe Jim was dead.  So, when Smiley shows up in the boarding school as an adult, and Jim was really alive I was completely confused.  2) Every character blends into the next, and they have no distinguishing, unique characteristics, not even voice.  When the mole is finally caught the reader doesn't care, because even after 500+ pages of novel none of the characters has been shaped into anyone unique.  3) Finally, there is absolutely no action whatsoever.  It's no wonder that Smiley has put on weight and grown fat in his old age, because all his does is go around and talk to people and drink sherry.  I can't believe this author has any popularity. -- 230 words
Appeal

1) Language
This is the only thing that I can point to as having any possible appeal.  Le Carré can go on an on recounting a story in spy talk, and that has to be why this author is so popular.  The characters are not developed in this novel; however, because this is apparently part of a series, they may be fleshed out in other works.  But that's no excuse, because I haven't read those other novels.  There is only the barest bone of a story.  All the action has already happened, and so people just sit around telling each other things.  And the setting is totally uninteresting, except the one little house at the end where there are bugs planted in every single room, but that gets such a minimal description that it's just barely worth thinking about.
Suggested Reading

· A perfect spy - John Le Carré
· The spy who came in from the cold - John Le Carré
· Patriot Games - Tom Clancy
· Kingdom of Shadows - Alan Furst
· The Bureau and the Mole: The unmasking of Robert Philip Hanssen… - David A. Vise
The first things I would send the reader who enjoyed this novel would be to other novels featuring the main character of George Smiley.  Outside of Le Carré I would go for Tom Clancy, although the boringness of Clancy is far different (much more technically oriented).  But Patriot Games is one of Clancy's more human oriented novels, and far less technical than others like Red October.  While poking through Amazon.com I ran into Kingdom of Shadows by Alan Furst.  I think this is more of a setting novel, but I think it may be of interest because of the extreme amount of detail.  However, if the reader expressed an interest in the double agent I would point them to Bureau and the Mole, a true story, written by a Pulitzer Prize winning author from the Washington Post.  Personally I think I would rather read Bureau than Tinker any day.
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