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J.R.R. Tolkien
Annotation

This fantastic epic trilogy chronicles Frodo Baggins’ attempt to destroy the ring of power and prevent the dark lord Sauron from conquering middle earth. 
Review

Hobbit Frodo Baggins inherits from his uncle a mysterious ring with the power to turn its wearer invisible.  The wizard Gandalf informs Frodo that it is a legendary artifact of great evil, forged by the dark lord Sauron, which, if regained, could mean the destruction of middle earth.  In The Fellowship of the Ring Frodo sets out with a band of men, hobbits, elf and dwarf on the perilous quest to destroy the ring, always hunted by Sauron's minions.  The Two Towers begins with the fellowship broken into three groups; Aragorn, Legolas and Gimli have set out to find Merry and Pippin who were captured by the Uruk-Hai; Frodo and Sam traverse dangerous country to arrive at the gates of Mordor.  The Return of the King: The final battle rages between the forces of Mordor and Gondor.  This is Frodo's last chance to destroy the ring.  The volume that I read had all three books printed together.  However, don’t invest heavily in this version, because the average reader couldn’t read it all in one loan period (and every copy will probably generate a lot of holds).  Instead, make a serious investment in multiple copies of individual volumes, going heavy on ​Fellowship for now. 
Appeal

1. Language

2. Story & Character
3. Setting
Language has to be first on here, because the first time I read it (when I was 15) I couldn't get past the way everything was written.  It was just too challenging.  This time (after studying English and having read things like Beowulf and Sir Gawain, etc.) I really appreciated the high literary quality of the writing, as well as all the poetry.  That's the greatest challenge of this book for most people: remembering the names of everyone, the almost biblical style of narrative, how slowly the story progresses, it can sometimes be too much.  The saving grace though is the richness of imagery, i.e. the scene at the Bridge of Khazad-Dum, the end of the Fellowship where Frodo is on the throne of kings, and the final grasp of Sauron's hand on the armies in Return.   What kept me reading like mad was this amazing story (but I'm a story person).  All of the many encounters the characters have with things like the Ents and the Elves in Lothlorien just make the reader wonder what's going to happen next.  What new strange creature is around the corner?  For most people though I think the characters are really the selling point.  Frodo is the unlikely hero in deadly peril, with his faithful friend Sam.  Aragorn has this great transformation from exiled ranger to king of Gondor.  The Legolas the elf comes to appreciate the work of the dwarves, and Gimli becomes enchanted by the strange and powerful beauty of Galadriel.  Even the screw-ups, Merry and Pippin, become heroes in their own right.  That's definitely a point of appeal.  And how could you ignore the setting?  This is the standard for fantasy, and probably will be for a long time to come.  The land itself acts as a type of character, with Mordor being a land of marshes and volcanic activity, and the Shire being the happy little unknown world tucked away in the hillsides far away.  It’s beautiful, evocative, and deeply tied with the actions in the novel.  This book isn’t a classic of modern literature for nothing.
Suggested Reading

· The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien
· The Silmarillion – J.R.R. Tolkien

· Beowulf – Seamus Heaney

· The Mists of Avalon – Marion Zimmer Bradley

· ½ recommend: Ruin Mist: Keeper Martin’s Tale – Robert Stanek
· ½ recommend: The Eye of the World (Wheel of Time) – Robert Jordan

Of course the first thing that I would ask the reader is if they had read the other books by Tolkien, The Hobbit is such a pleasant read, if not as dangerous as LOTR.  If LOTR was a little too much to read stylistically, The Silmarillion is overkill, but great for those who can't get enough.  Also, if the reader is on the epic literature kick, Seamus Heaney's translation of Beowulf is totally awesome!  Or if the reader is more on the middle-ages side she might really enjoy the Mists of Avalon.  Now, the last two are recommendations from Amazon (hence the ½ recommendation).  I haven’t seen Ruin Mist, but everyone seems to be talking about it, and it does sound pretty interesting.  Last I’m putting down the first of the Wheel of Time series.  I have deep reservations about series that just go on and on, but if the reader is okay with either a) reading all of them or b) giving the first one a try, then why not.
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