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Dorothy Dunnett
Annotation

Francis Crawford, Master of Lymond, is a rogue, a thief, a perfect gentleman, a well versed renaissance scholar and a man trying to clear his name in 16th century Scotland.
Review

Francis Crawford of Lymond is a 16th century Scottish nobleman trying to clear his name through any means possible; theft, ransom, bargaining, murder, nothing is too far afield, and every move is as carefully planned as the most complex game of chess.  Dunnett's novel is a luxurious read, but peppered with so many quotations that multiple foreign language dictionaries (or Elspeth Morrison’s Dunnett Companion) would be a useful complement to the book.  The only modest complaint that I had with this novel, is that there are so many characters to get used to that it took about a hundred pages to put imagined faces to names, and then it takes up to 275 pages to figure out what is going on, but once you get there, the rest of the novel is a breeze.  This is the kind of novel that grows on you, and if you can get the language (or get through the language) then you can truly appreciate this book.  I don't think anyone would disagree that this is an amazing work of historical fiction, and that as a work of literature this is truly a masterpiece.  Every library should have a copy of this. 
Appeal

1. Language

2. Character
3. Story
People that enjoy the complexity of language (including Scottish dialectic, Latin, French, Spanish, etc.) will go head over heels for this book.  It’s so linguistically complex that it can be a huge challenge to read.  But the character of Lymond is so vibrant, so intelligent, so everything, that you can't help but love him.  The major players in this novel are all Scottish and English gentry and a ragged band of mercenaries (at Lymond’s command).  This is definitely high up there for people into period novels.  I don’t think I’ve ever read a story as incredibly complicated as this, and even though it took me to page 275 (Yes, I marked the "Aha" moment) to figure out what the heck was going on, I kept going, and my god it was rewarding.  Definitely second read material.
Suggested Reading

· Queen’s Play (Lymond Chronicles, 2) – Dorothy Dunnett 
· Niccolo Rising (House of Niccolo, 1) – Dorothy Dunnett

· Firedrake’s Eye – Patricia Finney

· Child of the Phoenix – Barbara Erskine

· The First Man in Rome – Colleen McCullough

Okay, if they go for the first in the series, go for the second, and then try the next series by the same author.  Although Patricia Finney doesn't have the rich language use the Dunnett has, this looks enjoyable as well.  Similarly Child of the Phoenix may not reach the language, but for evoking setting and story, perhaps.  Pushing the envelope is Colleen McCullough, but for great historical fiction fans, I think this could be a good backup plan.
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