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Ursula K. Le Guin
Annotation

Theoretical physicist Shevek left his self-exiled anarchist society on the moon Anarres to pursue an idea, an idea that would shake the foundations of civilizations across the universe.
Review

Shevek is a temporal physicist on the edge of a breakthrough in understanding the nature of time and space.  Meeting opposition in his anarchist culture on the moon of Anarres, Shevek decides to leave the moon and pursue his work on the planet his ancestors left behind, the propertarian world of Urras.  The novel's story alternates chapters between his life and work on Anarres, and his encounters and work with the Urrasti people.  Le Guin's novel explores the idea of possessing, whether it be objects like food or money or possessing other people.  But the most interesting thread in the novel is how ideas can have a radical impact on society, whatever society that may be, anarchy, democracy, oligarchy, communism, capitalism, everyone could be affected.  Provocative, stimulating, and just plain fun to read, this is definitely a great selection for any collection.  
Appeal

1) Language
2) Character/Story

3) Setting

Okay, I wasn't quite sure where to put this appeal, because the novel is so much about the ideas of anarchy, stagnation, revolution, possession…and these were so appealing to me, because I enjoy the philosophical/scientific argument.  I think that you could classify it as a language issue, the language of philosophy and ideas.  Also, the author has created a culture that has made their own language, and she explores the motivation behind doing that.  That was so fascinating, and I think that it is sufficiently explained that the reader would be able to pick up on it pretty quickly.  Second level is Character and Story.  I put character first there, because you get to learn so much about these anarchists, Shevek in particular, and about the way they grow up and their ideas and internal motivations.  There are only a few characters which aren't fully developed as the Anarresti, but even they are beautiful and well defined.  But, what an awesome story!  I'm a total sucker for story, and there's just so much going on here.  The book spans a fairly long period of time and so many things happen, earthquakes, revolution, gunfire from police in helicopters, and the science is just totally fascinating.  I'm throwing in setting, because even though this is more than a genre novel, it is still science fiction.  And the voracious sci-fi reader would want to know that this has that setting of an alien world (although it looks pretty well much like ours at times).
Suggested Reading

· The Left Hand of Darkness - Ursula K. Le Guin

· Foundation - Isaac Asimov

· Stranger in a Strange Land - Robert Heinlein
· Doomsday Book - Connie Willis

· The Hacker Ethic - Pekka Himanen

As usual we look for another book by the author first.  Although Left Hand of Darkness is more religious in tone, it's still really good Le Guin.  The next three could be lumped into a sci-fi classics basket, but are really important not just genre wise, but also because of their use of ideas.  Foundation, I think is the closest match in regards to social theory.  There a social scientist begins a society on the fringe of galactic culture, with the intent to ride out a new galactic dark age and preserve as much of the galactic culture and science as possible.  The entire series is a great parallel to Dispossessed.  Stranger in a Strange Land is very closely parallel in story, but the motivation for travel and action is uniquely different.  That would make a great comparison novel.  Doomsday Book is a little different in that the researcher here is actually a time-traveler, but the revelations she has about deeper meanings here on earth may seem more relevant to the person who isn't as hip to the "other world" narratives.  Finally my total stretch book is a non-fiction sociological treatise, and an extremely readable and inspiring work about the hacker movement, not just in computer science, but in all areas of life.  Outlining general hacker principles about shared work, open source of ideas, and joy in the production, not the financial outcome, I think this would be a perfect compliment to the reader who is looking to explore these ideas of (to some degree) anarchy, sharing, motivations that are extra financial, and a budding revolution in contemporary society.  Definitely a must read for the semi-academic hard-science fan.
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