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Dorothy Allison
Annotation

Delia Byrd returns to her Georgia roots to pick up the pieces of her life shattered by abusive men, hard-drinking, and rock and roll.

Review

Delia Byrd is a singer with a checkered past.  Prompted by the death of her partner Randall, she leaves California to reconnect with the two daughters that she left behind in rural Georgia.  But, when faced with the resentment of nearly the entire community and the label as "the one who ran off and left her girls," Delia is in for a difficult path of reclamation and repentance.  The story also takes the time to explore the growth and increasing self-awareness of her daughters; Amanda, the strait-laced Christian; Dede, the wild one, whose passions run high; and Cissy, the youngest, the observer, the daughter of the rock star.  Filled with vivid scenes, emotional and intense, this is a good novel to sink into and listen to these voices.  Recommended for all types of collections, particularly for libraries with patron interests in literature about southern life.  
Appeal

1) Character / Language
2) Story

3) Setting

Although, not a classic of modern literature, I think that this work could really be approached on all levels.  Primarily this is a Character novel, the reader really gets into the lives of these characters and gets to know them as if they were that family that lives across the street.  But on the same level, these women wouldn't be anything without the way they spoke to each other, and the way that Allison writes about them.  The author has a very distinct voice that I feel at home listening to.  The second level of access to this book is the story.  There's a lot of action, and the character development is very much a process of working out those highly ritualized southern social relationships.  Being a story person, this was really a good story.  Finally, readership in "Southern" literature is really high, and I personally think that this is true to life southern literature.  Sure it's a little over the top with the "rock star" persona, but Cayro is every rural southern town.
Suggested Reading

· Bastard out of Carolina - Dorothy Allison

· Little altars everywhere - Rebecca Wells
· Look at me - Jennifer Egan

· The bluest eye - Toni Morrison

· The women of Brewster Place - Gloria Naylor

As usual, I'm going for the other books by that author to start off with.  I might also suggest Trash, a collection of her short stories as an additional possibility.  Next I'm going for a similar hard-drinking southern mother and children story with Wells.  Look at me explores those awkward social relationships between the life she had as a model, before a disfiguring accident and afterward and how she reconciles her life in Illinois.  Toni Morrison and Gloria Naylor explore the relationships between women and girls and their families from an African-American perspective.
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