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Tim O’Brien

Annotation

Spec Four Paul Berlin and company are tracking down the AWOL Cacciato, even if they have to march from Vietnam to Paris to recapture him.  
Review

Private Cacciato decides he’s had enough of war and that after some planning he’s actually going to just leave Vietnam and head off to Paris; the rest of his division decide that as a matter of principle he must be brought back. So, Spec Four Paul Berlin and company are on his trail through the jungles of Indochina, across Asia and Europe, whatever it takes to bring back this deserter.  The first O’Brien novel I read, In the Lake of the Woods, immediately turned me off to him as an author.  However, I decided to give Going after Cacciato a try and I was pleasantly surprised.  Even though he uses a similar literary device, not being sure what is real and what is imagined, Cacciato is a much better crafted novel as well more entertaining to read.  Funny, provocative and adventurous, this novel has changed my opinion of this author.  
Appeal

1. Story

2. Language

3. Setting (in part)

I count story the first here, even though Nancy Pearl had classed this under Language.  I see the language as simply a vehicle, and as such secondary to the Story.  To me, the amazing journey is really what drew me, in part because it is so far fetched and ridiculous, but also so very romantic.  However, recognizing that there are contingents of war novel readers this would definitely be a major appeal factor, and also could be a turn off to some readers, because of the war jargon.  My reading it as a good story, I glossed over the jargon.  Setting felt important to recognize, because travel stories like this use setting so well.  Particularly, this novel is interesting in Setting, because of the contrast between the stark crisp visions of Vietnam and the fuzzy romantic scenes of the journey.  

Suggested Reading

· The Things they Carried – Tim O’Brien

· If I Die in a Combat Zone – Tim O’Brien

· A Rumor of War – Phillip Caputo
· Forrest Gump – Winston Groom
· Starship Troopers – Robert Heinlein

Starting a reader off with other items by the same author would be where I would start, particularly since I’m seeing a pattern in his style that is quite unique.  After clicking through Amazon for a while I ran across Rumor of War, and it seems to me that for the reader of war novels this would be an interesting non-fiction route to travel.  But for the reader who liked the crazy, goofy journey I’m throwing in Forrest Gump.  Now, most people immediately leap to the movie, but if you haven’t read this novel you really aren’t getting the full picture.  Forrest is on a wild rollercoaster of events, similar in treatment to the journey in Cacciato, and for the person who enjoyed that goofball story this is a better fit.  Starship Troopers is my stretching it novel.  This was my choice for language of war as well as getting that soldier’s perspective of war (even if it is gung ho).
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