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Marion Zimmer Bradley

Annotation
Viviane, Lady of the Lake; Igraine, prophesied to bear a king of legend; Morgaine, beloved by fairies, priestess of Avalon; Gwenhwyfar, torn between her champion, Lancelet, and her husband, King Arthur.

Review
Bradley reinterprets the Arthur legend through the eyes of the women that made him who he was, and in doing so paints a picture so sharp and convincing that she makes you believe that this could well be true.  Viviane, the Lady of the Lake (one of many name/title explanations in this novel), sets events in motion by maneuvering her sister, Igraine, to fall adulterously in love with Uther Pendragon, the soon to be king of Britain, in order to bring about a renaissance of goddess worship and druidry.  Bradley has a knack for making subtle comments that explain the more confusing aspects of the legend as well as weaving other tales in as well (Beowulf among them).  Even though some readers may take offense to the harsh statements against Christianity, the contribution that this makes to the body of medieval literature makes this an item worth collecting.  Although some readers may take offense to the harsh statements Bradley makes about medieval Christianity, English majors interested in the literature of the middle ages and others who simply enjoy good historical fantasies will find this well worth reading.

Appeal
· Character

· Story

· Setting

Character development and treatment is definitely first on this list, because this book would just be the same old Arthur blah if it didn’t delve into the minds and motives of the characters the way she does here.  One of the most unique aspects of this book is how Bradley explains things without explaining them, just sort of hinting at them (Drustan and Isotta : Tristan and Isolde).

Story is definitely a huge element here, because the Arthur legends, being legends after all, are somewhat consistent.  So, she walks a fine line between telling the same old story and working a new angle, and she does it really well.

Setting is last here, because it’s really only a vehicle for the story.  Although the fact that Avalon is sinking into the mists of time is a totally cool concept.

Suggested Further Reading
· Lord of the Rings – J.R.R. Tolkien
· Chronicles of Narnia – C.S. Lewis (Juvenile Fiction)
· The Dark is Rising – Susan Cooper (Juvenile Fiction)
· *The Sunne in Splendour
· The Venus Throw – Steven Saylor
I chose the Lord of the Rings because it fits so nicely with the categories as well as subject matter, the only qualification is that the language may be more difficult than the reader of Avalon may like.  Chronicles of Narnia would be a good lead in to this book, because of the epic feel, but the Dark is Rising would be even better.  If I were putting a young fantasy reader on the path to Avalon then I would start with Narnia then to Dark and then to something in between like Bedknobs and Broomsticks and then maybe to Avalon.  I’m starring the Sunne in Splendour, because I haven’t read it yet, and I’m curious to see the differences between the two.  The Venus Throw may be reaching, but I think it could touch the same nerve for character development historical playfulness and a damn good story.  I’d be curious to see how it flies.  The other thing that I kept thinking about this whole time was, God, I wish I knew more about romance novels, because my mother would love this book.  If I were able to talk the language of romance novels to her by saying, “Oh, It’s just like _________,” then I could totally get her into it.  I’ll look into that eventually. 
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